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BMRARCOED TILL DELIVERY AT 8.20 .M,

SPEECH BY PROF. WONG LIN KEN, MINISTER FOR HOME
AFFAIRS, AT A.C.8. OBA DINNER AT BARKER ROAD ON

NEDNBSDAY, 1ST MARCH, 1972 AT 8,00 P M.

My wife and I ars pleased to bs hers to celgbrate the 86th
Foundex®s Dey Re-Union Dinner of the old boyn of the Anglo-Chinese
Sohool. ”

The enviromment in which we celebrate this day is radically
different from Yhe time that the Rev, William P, Oldham 1aid the foundation
of the Anglo=Chinese Sohool. Indeed, the rate of change in the last 10
odd yoaxs f£inds no parallel in eny equivalant period since 1886, Self-
government, merger and Maleyela, independonee - all these are major
mlleatones in our oconstitutional history. J4long with those politiocal
devolopments ocome other changos, largar to date and dofing, but no lesa
profourd in their oconsequonces,

Theso changes are inevitable, as wo progrese further apace on the ‘
road of industrializations By choloe, wo import modorn technology and the
managomont of modern businoss and industries, becauso thero is no other
praotioal road to induatrialimation, By circumstances, we oannot isolate
our traditional sooleties from tho impact of our chosan road of progress.

Indeed, 1t ia quostionahle whothor a soclety can industrislizo,
and stlll remain traditionale The winds of ochange must blow through our
windows, 4nd because wo aro at tho Srosa-roads of oommunieations, the
winds blow stronger and fastar. So, our life styles are shanging,
responding in some insteances, alwoat instantly to the vagarioe of fashiona
and fads abroad,

The ohanges in life styles are likely to inorease significantly
in tho future, because tho bulk of our population is of an impressicnablo
agoy oxposod to that most effoeetive invention of porvesive porsuesion,
the TeV. In the samo oategory of visual-aid agenoy of ohahgo, oan bo
1no}ud.ed the oinomas, In 1970, the numbor of T.V. and ¥asdio liocancaes
amguntod to 115 per 1,000 populationy an almost 30% inoroass over 1963,
tho yoar T.Ve was first introduced., The newapaper reading publia,
meesured by tho number of newspapars in airoulation, amounted to 256 per
1,000 population in 1970, an inorease of moroe than 3004 over tha same
period, A
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The mass media; tlﬁefofore, has a wide influaence. 'In‘p'ai"ly:ioh'lar,
7. V. reaches the rich and the poor, theo odueated and unoducated, tho
young end old in 2 manncr all oan understand. It ia not.diffiocult to
soo tha vast influencea T.V. has over tha lifo styleos of individuals and
society as a wholas It will bo in the later part of this decado that
the impact on the T.V. bablos will bagin to show signifioant],y in sooial
bohaviour, and even more so in the naxt decade,

The direot causo-effect relationship betwoen T.V. and soc¢ial
bshaviour iB a subjeot of esntroversy. It is agreoud that, at the very
loasty there is A suggestivé influence on the minds of youths So, whon
wo tune on the T.V., wo let the winds of change blow into ouxr living rooms,

Wo cannot tune off tho world‘.‘ of industrial progress vy dispensing
with TeVe Afteg all 7,V. is a product of that world of teelinology on
which we have pi;nned our falth for tho future of S:mgaporo. Obnously,
we hevo a lot to learn a.bout the pro'blems of living in the now T.Vee
" dominated 1ndustna1 sooiety.

‘We cannot tune off the world, but we are not helplesa oreatures of

change., Up to a point we havae ocontrol over the programs wo televise.

Our oontrol is only seiootivo. The majority of our best programs are
producod gbroad, for obvious technical and ooonomic _reasons, Wo can bo
solootivo, as indeed wo ars in the pu.rcha.se of T.Ve programs, but we camnot
complotely cut off the less dosira’blo influonces. After all, ‘I‘.V. films
do reflest the life style of the suo:.eta.os in which they aro produoed.
I.ndaed, oeven films mirror contemporary life. Vz.olenoe, hedon.i.sm and .
suggestive pormissiveness, tho stook in trade of many Western célluloid
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produots have orept also into Chineso films.

What is a matber of concern. is tha.t a celluloid life style of
hedonism and viqlence may permeate in an e:zteps:.vo way into actual social
behaviour. Viocleonce threatens 'Ehe framework of law and 6rder, .vhile
hedonism underminos the work cthos of our eommunity. Tho maintanance of
law and -order, and the work ethoa, are basic to tho problem of’ oontinuad

progress of Singaporo. ¢

Farents ‘play an ossential rolo in con+u1m.ng these thz-ep,ts to our
sooial fra.mework. Thay havo tha.t angiont sourca of pawor oalle;l parental
authordity, ‘I'hey can bo a rosponsiblo restra.uu.ng 1nrluonoo on, their
children. ’I‘hey oan do more than imposing restrietions, _ Thoy oan boe moro
positive in the teachings of right and wrongj they ocan inoulcatgu social
velues, liko respect for law and order, thrift and hard wor;;, 4a£1d,;
genexrally, good social bhohaviour,

seaes/3e




The question is not that this is not being done, dut
whether it can be done with greater Tirmness and authority. Spare
the rod and spoil the child. It is proverbial wisdom, doubted by many
child psychologists, but looked upon with relreshed interests, by those
who have brought up their children on the rrescripticns of Dr. Spock.
Dr. Spock's work on bringing up children, I bvelieve, is gining
popularity here, among the English~educated. In an age when university
researches in other countries provide no adeguate answer to the
disorder amidst industrial prosperity, perhaps,.we should rely more on

traditional experience.

The responsible exercise of parental authority provides part
of the answer to the problems posed by change — erhaps, the most
important part of the answer. The aschools are supplemerting parental
.efTorts, adding education on good citizenship. But they can never
replace the authority of parents. A mattor of some concern is that

some parents tend to throw too much responsibility on to govermment.

It is to be suspected that some of the problems oX youth ar:
-in some way comnnected with their sense of emptiness ol life that
tolevision, cinomas, oven $ho rock and ite lifc style, do not satislacioy:
£ill. More can be done in devising more constructive ways Tor youths
to spend their leisure. What haé always stood out is the fact that whilc
we have a literate youthil population, Tew rcad outside the necessary
books essential Tor passing examinations. What thoy read is not '
necessarily -edifying, like Amcrican comics. Reading to pass time is

habit worth oncouraging, for parents and their children.

It is whon parcnts and schools have Tailed that yvouths becomc
a major social problcm. Fortunately, not all are bad citizens in the
police scnsc. In the last few years, we nave been spared the problem of
youth unrest. But, it was not so, in the nid-58's and carly sixtics. Full
of idcological idealism ol thc extreme leit, our youths had stormed
- against the ostablished social orxder. We have shown what i idocologically,
new, and being tried clscwhere, is not always better, and for many the ‘
cxperience they have acquired as fhey grow older has proved their best
teachar. '
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The occasipnal crics of the alicnation of our youths arc

more an iﬁportcd disairection than genuine discontent. Indeed, it is
probably more accurately dcscribed as an offectation than disaFffection.
Our potential problem lies in a literate youth, exposed to the trauma o.
rapid changes and increasingly intcnsc compctition.- Unable to make th

necaessary psychological adjustments, an incrcasing number may scek ro.”. ..

in hedonistic cscapism or anti-social behaviour., The problem will bLe
compounded, wlhen aconomic. progress makes possiblé a higher standard o
living, and tho failures of the under-achicvers appear greater by
comparison. The poverty line will rise above tho esscntials of lire.
And‘tha discontent we Yaco will be onc arising {rom prosperity and not
poverty. Beczuse the young are the asscts we must nurturc for the
future, and because o their potential source of strength or wealkness
in our social iramework, it is imperative to pay greater attention to
their development. The youths of to-day will make.or break the
Singapore of our old age.

On this note, I will end this addross. Ny wife and I
congratulatc the prize-winnors, and also expreoes our wish that the
Anglo-Chinese School will continue to be one of the premier schools
in the Ropublic.

Date: lat Mexch, 1972, TIME ISSUED: 1400 HOURS,
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