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EMBARGOED TILL AFTER DELIVERY

SPEECH DY PROF. WONG LIN KEN, MINISTER FOR HOME

AFFAIRS, AT THE ALL MALAY. MUSLIM MISSIONARY SOCIETY

DUFFET PARTY AND CULTURAT SHIOV AT THE MEI CHIN ROAD

SOCIAL FUNCTION HALL, ON SATURDAY, 4TH DECEMDER, 1971
AT 8,00 P.K,

First, allow me to thank you for the invitation to this IHari
Raya party. I appreciate your invitation the more beocause this Hari
Raya party is not a constituency function but one organised by a
religious acdnciation for the Malay community in the whole of Quensinwn
Iari Raya occlebration like Chinesc New Yoar, Deepavali, Vesal Doy nd
Christmas are national holidays. These holidays are enjoyed by all,
i? not, celebrated by all, This = how things should be in ouxr nulti-
raoial society.

Qeonstown 18 a minl pulti-racial socioty in the making, Th~
residents come from all parts of Singapore, both rural and urban. ~nl
from all cormunities. Living in flate is a step forwaxrd in nulvi-
raolal relations for the Malays, thc Chinesc, tho Indian and oth-.
alike, Tho poople or all races arc brought closer together in thi.
housing estato, and life 1s a daily discipline of communal tolerancce aa”
understanding. The rcsidents are nore conscious that they arc u.mbon
ol a flat—dwelling connunity than of their racial community. Tho-

a healthy sign ol intogration in living. among the wvarious raccs.

In Quecnstown, the Malays have taken to living in flats a-
naturally as othor communities. They have beocne ad justed to th. ¢ i
in Singapores More important, thcy have becen shown that thay car ~lju
to the changes in Singapore. In Quocnstown, sooial classes have >
acoording to whcther they own flats or ront them, and according n
whether thoy livc in 3~room flats, 2-rocoa flats or l-room Tlats. iy
Malays own flats in Queenstown. In Alcxandra constituency, praciic-.lr
every block of scld flats hes Malays, who Tom up to as high as 427% of
the populntion in the block, This situation reflects econonic - fu:
as well as novern-mts upward in status in the sooioty off flat dweilic.
Indecd, nany own cars; televisiona and rifrigerntors. They are jus?d
as conscious of the necd for suall Panit’es, bettor focd 2rr thri-
children and better education., This ic - ariionlarly true of tho
younger educated Malays.
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Weat fhis weans is sinply that, vigen the challenge and .

will to accept the challenge, attitudes will change. What is ever ..rc
impoxtant, there is a growing awarencss that unless the Malays, n2
cenmunity, accept the necessity to change quickly, they may Lind +c
pace oX changes haxdcr to ocope with, in futuree. The desire to bc
successrul in this lire does not convlict with the teachings oi 1 ¢
holy Koran. Indeed, at one time in histery, the Auslim world wig o

of the richeat and most advanced civilisations,

The ioly Koran also encourages discipline. The month len:»
idanandan is neant to give the Muslims inner strength and $o improve
their moral fibres. It recguires a gsreat deal of stamina and detzoiacs .
to Tast Yor ono month, The same kind of qualitics can nalso he ay=li-.
to study and work. It will benefit the Malay comoundty 1Y the i, o7
discipline showr in Hamandan is also extended to their 2aily lirc for

the rest of the year.

On this ifari Haya party let us adopt o custonm from the We:rt.
This is the custom of malking 2 New Year reuolution. Let us resolve
that in this couing year we will take Turther steps to meet the chall.ni.
of the nodern world. It ncw remains for me to wish all of you Selamnd

Hari Rayae

DATEDs DECEMBER 4, 1971. TIME ISSUED: 1500 i0Uni,

LI IR N N N A




