SPEECH BY DR. YBOH GHIM SENG, ACTING PRESIDENT, AT
THR COMMISSIONING CEREMONY OF S.A.F. OFFICERS ON
29TH NOVEMBER, 1971, AT THB ISTANA AT 5.30 PoMpe No MACC

)
. 1 00t [699]
HMinister of Defence, Minister for Communications, Officers of tho
Sinrapore Armed Foroces, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Once again, we gather to witness another batoh of officers
roooiving‘ their oommission. Thie time, we have representation not
only from the various arms of the Army, such as the 4Artillery, Armour,
Signals, Enginecers, and so on, but also from the other two sorvioes
of the SAF, tho Air Force and the Navy. In a small way, this serves to
show what a ocomplex organisation our defance force adde up to. It is
easy to fall into tho habit of routine in matters which ropoat thom-
solvos with soma rogularity, such as commissioning coromonios. Yot
it will be e mistako to do mo. To the officors who are receiving
thair first oommissions, this must be a momant of significences To tho
parcnts and rolativos who will be joining us at the dinnor lator, this
rust alaso be a proud cccasion, It is bofitting that tho commissioning
of officers should tako place in tho Istana grounds. This undorlinoas
tho importanco which the Raepublic attaches to tho rolo of SAF officorss
it also signifios the trust imposed on them that thay will fulfil this
role with oredit,

On an oocasion liko this, it will novor be amlss to stroes
that the whole purposo of our defence build-up is to ensure that tho
Rapublio can oontinue to onjoy peace and tranquility, It is hardly
necaessary to remind anyona that by virtue of our sige anmd our dopondence
on world trade, Singapore is the 1last nation in the world that can rosort
to, or oven think of, militaristic adventures.

Our young men put in much arduous work and undergo sevaro
and rigorous training to acquire militery knowlodge. They do this
because 1t is necessary that we have sufficient capacity to ensur~ ~ur
seourity., 4nd we all know without seourity, theo economic growth of
rocent years would not have beon possible.

While wo will weloome any contribution from friondly ocountriocs
which would help to maintain etability in a troublosome rart of tho
world, wo should remember that thg prima responsibility rests with tho
national goveramente themselves, The days are gone when wo oan axpact
othex countrios to protect us and with ‘io eoffort on our part.
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wiis et 43ja im ontaring ~ period of uncertainty which

™ BoR. yoars, W ith tho roduction of tho military pres.rco

Jware . cd vith tho growing throat of Cormunist insurgzoncy
aunea.os in tho rugion, countrios in tho aron will g0 chu-na:
voricss  Thoy havo to schiovo at ono and tho sare tiso
prosring problons of occnomic stagnation to maintain

the rlitdcal systems and to improve their defance copa-

- thos- objuciives, netions of South East Asia will hava ©-

g & 4mo vhon tho Westorn world is becoming moro intrcs -
v:88  Llling to assist dovoloping nations, Against this

¢ ir. 3ingepore should ccntinue our offorts to consolid: . te
apeb’ ity, sddthout at tho same time endangaring oconoric

n thir way, wo may bo able to make a positivo contributicn,
"ome s ocossary, to tho progress and stability of tho region.

wod Do this widox porspective, tho role of SAF officurs
‘g oator importanco. While as junior comnandors, they
39d L mili “ary routino within their units, thoy should noi
Aot Thoy do has £ much broeder simnificance than activitics
dn t1 s porfineter of thair bettalion comps,.

3oncl-le on this note and it romeins for me to congratniet:
'8 on Sho awerd of tholr commiesions and to wish them auccas.
we et 'dtaxy comnands,.
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