Acc. No. NARC ‘7;/,}'.
W ooxs

FCLNTV,15/71(HA)

Spoech Ly yuci. ong Lin Kan, Eicdigter for BHome Affeirs, at the
Institube »f Jarveyors' anuual Dinner or Hilton Hotel, on
Setarday, 27'h Hovember, 1971 av .15 pom. e

Curs is en age of change. 1n tho lest decade, rupid
urtanization acsempanied by industrialization hag brought about
viuible chiangss in life strles ard valuog, Housing ustztes Lave
bruught more People clogar toguther, multiprlying the oprortunities
for the luwluss to oporeie and the targoets for their orimoes.
Irdusviriuldzetisn Las gunsrated wsalth, aua also cronted mers
tunptatiors and ovporturnitics for crimo. 1lndead, iu meny Westarn
countrise tho vrrice of industriclization and urbanizetion has buen
peid for in widor ranga and higlor ratus of orima,

So far, there iz no avidauco to indicatoe that our
crinmo rates havo followsd tho gsame trond as thoge osuntrics. In
the list dacada, our crimg rato pur thousand of vopulation has
romained rodatively atably, at about 10 per 1,000 porvons. Cur
Fopulation has increasad by about 227, but thy numbor of criminal
offaices by only 1b%,

One of the principal rongons for tho relative stability
in our crimo situation is the operztisn of tho Criminal Law (Temporary
Provisions) Ordincnca, This has rustrsined tho davoelopmant oy
cerima that has accompenivd goonomic growth in most industrialiged
countriuvs, Tuig iy an unorthodox epprossi: towards orime. I4 ig
an acknowludgemoant that the cumplex machinery of layw fashionud in
accordancs with Britigh concupts of justico ig inadoguata for tho

Poryogs of meintaining law and order. But it h-.g buun cost
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offgotive in rastraining tho activitioss of sucret :ociotius.
Without it, our crime situa ion would not have beur what it has
boon in the past few yoars.

While the rumboer of erminal offunces h.s ramainad
rulatively steblu per thousund of population, the cost of crimg
to society has increasad., In 1965, the valuc of proparty stolen
was #5.1 million. Lact yoar, it was $8.2 million, or an incroasu
of about 60i.. In 196€, ths valuce of property stolin per offence
was $413, in contrast to thi figure of ¢632 for la;t year.

Thufts includin: stealing of cars, and burglaries
have shown somo incroases, nut tho most significant davolopment
ig the trond of incre:se in robborigs, oespacially armed robborics.
In 1956, robberioes accounted for 166 of the valuo >f proporty
stolen. Last yoar, tloy amounted to almost 29%. Robberios had
increased in spite of the fact that thure was an unemployment
problam in 1966, and n mini-boom last yoar. Afflusnce widently
does not oliminate cr: ma.

This is « mattar of soms concern for the future. 1t
oan bo vxpactod that “ho nmuabur of crimoes must nocessarily inoraa.
with the growth of polulatisn and sconomic developmunt., But av.r,
of fort will bu madoe t: maintain :. relatively stablo erime ratec
and also to rostrain she cust of crime to the nation. For thic
reason, the modornizasion znd ro-organisaticn programs for the
Policae and the improvoment in salariss and work cunditiong of thu

Rank and Filu are bot:i timoly abl necussarye
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but the containment f crimu, now end in the futuro,
is moro than just tho rusponsibil: ty of the Ministry of Homa
Affairs or tho Pulice. It is als: a public rasponsibility. .
Co—oporaticn with the Pelice anu '.inimising the temptations
and opportunitius fir crime arc tre traditional ways by which
ths public has always chusen tov e..creiss this respengibility.

But public respensibility can alsc be axoercised offactivaly in
at lcast twi cther impurtant wayo.

Unu of thogw is tarlorcl for contributions by cur
universities. In tho last 150 y.~re, thu major sociolougical
studies ¢n crimg in cur Roepublic have focussod, for gouud reascns,
¢n the secret scvciectisss Thoss “~wvoe providod the basis fur cur
suocrst svelety logislations, culmnating in the Crininal Law
(Temporary Provisiuns) Ordinance. Socrot societies are now
brought under offcectivu rostrain, but thsir pctential monace
romains. Howovor, crimus nct cuerneoted with seeret sveistius
arc un the increase, breught abiuc by ecencmic wuvulepment, and
the incevitable changss in lify g3yles and social valuss. It is
time a majer scciclﬁgical stuuy U crime bg mado sc that decisiine-
makors will have a cumprchensive dovcumont to guidoe them in futurc
legislaticns. In fact, steps have boan token t¢ see whother the
University cf Singapcre can init-ate such a ngcassary study, undor
the auspicas ¢f tho Ministry of Hcmo Affairs and Sctcial Affairs.

Ths vthor way by which the public can cuntribute
pleitively tuwards the cuntainﬁunt ¢f crime is tu provide a
climato of cpinicn in favour of sunishment of criminals. It

is ossential fir the ogquitably fuanctiuning of cur systum of
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Justice that justice must be done, and scen to bo done, However,
Justice must be done, and ssen to be done, not oniy for the
criminals, but alsc their victims. In some destern countries,
shere is a subtle drift towards using the machinery of law as an
instrument to protect the criminal minority from the deterrent
and punitive laws of the law-abiding magority. The philogophical
idsals are praiseworthy, but the practical results pernicious.
The concept of justice is magnanimously upheld, but at tho expensc
of law and ordur.

We have a vestsd intorcst in maintaining law and
order, not only bucause without them we can have no organisud
sociaty, but also because we finally foot ths bill. It cost
the victims of crims last yoar $8.2 million, of which only
26" was racovered, It cost the taxpayvrs 353 million to maintain
the Police Force, notv to muntion the $2.1 million nvcessary for
tlis sapport of our judiocial machinury. In addition, it cost tho
taxpayurs about $5 million to upkeep the prisons, or slightly
more than $6 por day for cach person in confinament. Wo havg,
thsrafore, cogent reascns to0 seve that criminals gut what thoy
dusorve. o must whold the integrity of our jgudicicl machinaery,
but wo should insist that justics must bu done, and seaﬁ Yo be dong,

and, in the procuss, tho rights of tho majority to law and order

ary not subtly undermminsd.




