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SPEECH BY MRS YONG NYUK LIN AT THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE

LOCAL POTTERY AND IKEBANA EXHIBITION, SPONSORED BY THE

NATIONAL LIBRARY ON WEDNESDAY 24/11/71 AT 6.00 P.M. AT THE
LIBRARY LECTURE HALL, STAMFORD ROAD.

It gives me great pleasure to be here this evening at this
exhibition of local pottery and tropical Ikebana. It is a most
appropriate combination, for the work of the potter complements.
that of the flower arrange:r. Although it must be admitted that
certain floral arrangements may not require the use of pots or
vases, the mejority of them would require a conteiner of sorta to
hold the materiels together. In this exhibition you will find the
creative fusion between the ceremic crtists end the Ikebana
oxponents.

2. This exhibition has been orgenised by the Group Services
Section of the Library for two mcin reesons. The first is to show
that there is no lock of crestive telents among our people. Our
gifted and ertistic young, given thc proper training end facilitiles,
can produce works of excecllencc end taste. Theiﬁattery pieces
which are on displsy beer testimony to this. Thesec lst year cersmic
studeats of our 3Beharuddin Vocetionsl Institute have rececived
treining for onl& six months. Under the strict and disciplined

eyc of their instructor (whe ‘¢ work is zlso on exhibit), their
creative :nd ertistic picces belie the brief but thorough training
they heve reccived.

3. The sccond recson is to dispel the notion that the art of
flower arrangement is o hobby for thc rich. I understend that the
two tcochers end exponents of the Scgetsu school have one simple
messege to convey to thosc who view their crections todcy, namely,
thet tho gource of béauty lics in common everyday mcterisla. One
need not go to greet cxpense to precctise the ~rt of Ikebanea. I
hope that after vicwing their arrcngcements, you will hnve‘more
discerning cyc) and thus cepture the beauty of neture for your
homes througn Ikebano.

4, The pressures of living in a highly urbanised, industrialised
and competitive society like Singaporec,demands more and more,

that we do tcke some time-off efter work to pursue some recrentionsel
zctivity. “Whatever gencration we may belong te, I venture to sy,
thzt en active intercst in any creative craft cen provide for both
& sense of schievement end 2 zest for living. Any tecn-ager

absorbed in crentive hancdicrcofta will be kept too busy to get into

-, 2. .mischicf

4




-2 -

mischief. The bored housewife, whose children hrve either grown up
or left home, crzn fill the vecuum by discovering new interests or
dormant tzlents, And for thesc who heve retired fromcgétive life,
hobbies mayfﬁgn : h

5. It is, thercfore, most regrettrnble that facilities for the
laymen to learn pottory are practically non-existent in Singcpore

ep loneliness end ncurosis cwéy.

and this should be rectified. Pottery hzs a therapeutic affcct

in unwinding a person, as it were, by meking him forget hia worries
and feel completely relaxed when he becomes absorbed with the clcy
he is moulding with his hands. I &m surc thcse interested in

pottery would wclcome it if Adult Tduc~tion evening or nigat clas.s

could provide such facilities for this fascinating creaft.

6. Whether it be pottery, Ikcbene, cr other forms of creetive
art and croft, we saould zll strivc to find the 2¥§¥Jm which suits
our talents and tomperaments best, for I belidve; thet we ere ell
born with tﬂﬂ ertictic spark aweiting to be ignited. Unfortunately
for most of us, the spark has yet to bc kindled. 1 therofcre
congratulate the Group Services Scction of the Library, for their
initiative in stimulating intcrest in various arts and crafts
through their regular programmc of ectivities for edults, which
cover a widc range of subjccis, like copper~tooling, cake ieing,
painting on porcelain, collages, prceservetion of lccal flora,
aluminium relief, vegetable carving, and needlepoint, etc.

7. I sincerely hope that thosc who attcnd these programmes will
come away with renewcd cnthusiasm for their particular interest,
and benofit from the trade secrets thot our guest artists have 8o
generously imparted.

8. Ladies and gentlemen, it is now my pleasure to declerc this

exhibition open and to wish it cvery success.

24th November, 1971




