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Speech by Inche Othman Wok, Miunister for Socigl
Affaiis, at the launching of the Tree~Pianting
Day of the Pasir Panjung Constituency on lundsay,
_-7th November, 1971 at 9.00 a.m. at the Pasir
Panjang Community Centre

As the tempo of urbanisation and industrialisation increases,
we need to keep a close watch over our physical surroundings which

have deeper significonce than is often imagined. There is no doubt

"that to a great extent our physical environmciat chanrels our lives.

Our citizens cen shape the city, but we are slso shaped by it. The
process of "uglificatior" may first have developed in Burope, but in

many other coumtries this procesc has geinod ground not as a

consequence of the failure of design but mainly as a result of certain .

interaction of economic, technological and cultural forces. If lett
urchecked, this process can lead to an increasingly debpoiled
dibilitated znd even dangerous urban eaviromment. Fortunate for us

in Singepore, we havézgﬁgerlencesof others to go by, and with fores:ght
and astute planning, we can avoid some of the mistakes others made. It
is with this in mind that a "Keep Singapore Pnllution-Free'! Campaign
wag launched. And now, a Tr;euPlanting Day ies being started. These
two programmes are im a way inter-related, They are intended for the
improvement of our living environment.

» A clean and green clty to some oountries less well organised
may perhaps be an idyllic dream. But we are already quite close to
realizing this. Given the leadership from community leaders and the
active co-operatioa from all concermed, this project to give our city
a greeper look will certainly succeed. The ingredients for success
are pride in ourselves, our communlty and our homelard, and the sense

of social purpose. If we fail, we will have in the ernd a concrete

jungle where therc is no cheer and no scounic bezuty.
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Through a project like this, we hope to build. intu cur
community a csense ¢f commen purpusz and co-operative cvndeavour,
witheut whkich we go dewn to the filth and sgualer which orevails
in some countries ia the werld to-day. Equelly iaportaant, our
spirit ond mernle and sense of well-being depend very much upon our
living envircnment.

Ve aave already made considerable progress in keeping cur
environment clzan. If you go around varicus parts of Singapere, you
chould now be nble to sce the result cf the Goverament's eifort in
making Singapoire n greener city. The plants clong the roads, and
road-dividers, in traffic roundabouts and numerous other areas -
those are 21l vart of the overall effurt to make our city a pleasant
and cheerful place to live in. What is required cbviously is for
cverybedy to do his bit to support this effort - hence this Tfec-
Planting Day. With more trees and plants being plented, our living
envirorment becrnes more plecasant. There will bg mere shade, more
natural beauty. It is hoped that through this project we can
onhance the aesthetic sense of our younger generation and educate
them to be more appreciantive of natural beauty and uniderstand the
part thay have to play in lookines aftcr our city and caring for our
plents and trees.

Every time I go arourd this Constituency I sce changes.

It is clcaner and neater. Pecple ars healthier, better dressed
and bettcr housed. This shows that the consciocusness of being a
community and the sense of esccial pride is there. Let us get
together each to do his bit to make this place greemer. Let us
breax up the cold effect of masses of brick and concrete with

the verdure of trees and shruts. Together we can make Singapore
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