SPEECH BY MR. LIM KTM SAN, MINISTER FOR EDUCATION AT

THE OPENING OF TEACHERS' PARK AND FOUNDATION STONE

LAYING CEREMONY ON 19.10,71 AT 7.00 P.M. AT 12¥ m.s.
YIO CHU KANG ROAD, SINGAPORE.

It has been a plaasure to be associated with the
housing scheme initiated by the Singapore Teachers' Union.
This scheme has ma@le it poseible for teachers to own 180 out
of the 256 housing units in this cstate.

When Devan first approached me regarding a Government
loan to help members of the Teachers' Union te build their own
homes, I had no doudbts about the benefit of such a scheme.

We were them in the midst of encouraging our citizens to
become home~owners through the Housing and Development Board
home-ownership scheme, and the plan of the S.T.U. ties in
beautifully with the overall plan to make Singapore a home-

owning democrncye.

Thercfore, I am as happy as you ere that the first
housing scheme of the Teachers' Union has been successfully
implemented, and we are able to celebrate the Silver Anniversary
of the S.T,U. in Teachers' Park.

Those of you who had the foresight to buy houaes
here, havc invested wisely and well. TYour assets have appre-
ciated or increased in value end will keep on appreciating.

I do not see your propertios having a lower value than what you

have peid for them. Your investment is safc. This I am sure,

you all know.

2/0ne other aspoctes.




One other aspect of your investment which scme
of you may not know is this. There is a world of difference

between living in a rented house and living in onc of your

own. Take a look around the Housing and Development Board's

estates. Ycu can, without much difficulty, sez which block

is owner-occupied znd which is rented out.

The fermer is well groomed, if one can sny thot of
o block of flets. It is better maintnined end, on the whole,
cleaner and morc orderly than the lztter. The pride of
ownereghip shows through the bright pzintworl, clean corridors
and well kept balconies but what is more important, there is
an oir of permanency around the place. This gives it the
stability and the ballast without which it will be well nigh

impossible for us to build a happy and prosperous nntion.

It will be the same with the house-owncrs in this or
any other housing estate. I am sure you will lock rféer your
homcs, now that you own them, better than you did your former
rented houses, or flats and, most important, ycu will begin
to grow roots here to give it the stability and permanency

essential for nur cconomic growth.

Home-cwnership is enough incentive to ucke you keep
the estate berutiful and make renal honmes of your houses. You
hrve the knowledge cnd the menns for gracious living. Make
this n model estate, keep the placc clean and green, kecp it
free from flies nnd mcsquitoes, " and keep it free from noisc

and smell.

You can live a comfortable life here. However, &
comforteble 1life con olso be a2 selfish life ss may I ask you,
now that your dream of owning your own homes hasz cone true,
to try and live a full and useful life. Take cegnizance of the
fact that there arc m:ony others in Singapere less fortunate
than you are, but without whom the affluence of the professionals,
teachers like you, doctors, engineers, lawyers, tusinessnmen, etc.

would not be possible. The workers and the underprivileged tco,

3/heve their hopes..




have their hopes and espirations and I think we cwe
oursclves the duty to do what we can to help thoem fulfil

their dreams.

There are many things.which you cen o i this

respect. As 2 start, perheps you can interest your co-
residents hore to scrve in schoucl manacement coumittees.

Get them interested in community service. They ¢nn serve

as mcmbers of the Management Committecs of c-mrunity centrez.
The People's Association has 191 community centres. The
activities of these centres have to be contrellcd nad mancged
by the residents. A community centre ic » success if the
residents take an accive interest in its monagement and help

run and fincnce the many zcetivitics provided in thesce centres.

Trhe S.T.U. is ~wrre of the importance of identifying
themsclves with the well-being of the majority, nnc h-s
successfully encouraged its members to pive their services
to welfare associations and charitotle orgnniz-tions. Ao
tenchers you are educating our childrene I hope you will now
also educnte some of our more fortunnte nnd better-off -~dults
on the importance of giving their time and moacy in aelping
our less fortunate fellcw-citizens. Apart lr. mnking this
o nodel estate for gracicus and full living, I h:pe the
teachers will 2lsc nct a6 o cntrlyst to start our mere fortunate
citizens on the roald to nesicting their fellow- itizens.

You can regain the grent respect which tecchers vnce ¢ mmnnded
if you will set your miné tc nobler pursuits anl beeome =

nmodel for others in cultiveting and imparting ke right volues.




