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TENT O SPELCE BY TUE POLITICAL SECAMTALY TO THE %INTISTOY
OF TCWS AT/ 58, Mul. LiW GUAN 1:00, AT THE LAULCATHG OB RIONY
O THE PEDE (L LANS. SaPeAd CLMPLIGN AT THE TROPLE'S DA K
COMPLEX CUNCOURSE ON SUIDLY, SEPianski 19, AT 3 Til.

-

Lagt year, 237 peooyple died iu road accidents in Singapore. O
thesc, 456 per cent were pedestvians. Thae Fational Salety First Council
is launching a Pedestrian Saroety Campaign today to reduce the
unnoceasary less of life, and suflering to pedestrians. I consider
this a very worthy cause and I wish the Council GVery succees in
it Podestrian Sefdcty Campaign.

In the afflucnt socioty of Sirapore today, the ratio of
motor vohiclee to persons has inerenced Trem about 1:9 in 1960
to about 114 today ard the mumber of cars is cvery-increasing. Vo
Singaporcans must thereforo learn tn adapt oursclves to mo:lérn life
in an environrent in whick roade arec crowded with vehicles. Tre
Govermnent is doing all it cen by widening roads, inproving stroet
lighting, introducing ncw road siss and spocd limits, dut the
pedestrian must take active steps to protect timseld by observing
safcty ruies. Murthermorc, the pedestrian shculd conduct himsalyd
in such 2 manner that not only will he not be nurt, but other
people, Dboth motorist and redostrian, around him will net bo injured
or lcilled throuzgh his actions.

Very often, the motorist is blamed whenover a pedestrian is
injured in an accidcnt. Irwevery the pedectrian is in nany cascs
the cauvso of tha accident or egually to Liame. The Safcty First
Council has devotod much efioxt to inmculeatinug sasety driving Yy
our notorists, Lut this Pedozirian Safoty Czopaign will enaure

that pcdestrians arc al m reminded that their saloty on the strects

depended to an egual extent on their observing certain saiety rules.
Ve do not havo laws agoinast Jay-wallking as we believe our citizons
will be responsible cnough and wiee enough, to usec zobra crogaings,
overhoad bridges and to crose reads in a safe and Propoer manner.
This reepousibility kae aoply becn borne out by tho response to the
wetor-saving campaign and I an confident that with nore care,
Podostri:m casualties can be signiricanily reduced. The Sarfety Pirst
Council will promote bettor pcdestrian safoty consciousness ovor
Television and Radio, through the Yress, schools, comuni‘y centros
and cincnas.

For safety on our roads, "provention ie Letter than curce” However

I would like you to ponder on the Tact that il sa¥cty rules arc not

obscrved, accidents can happen Yor which thore nay be no cure.
SErT3M3ER 18, 1971. : (2ine izcucd: 1600 hours)
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