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In the last twelve years, we have gone through grest changes, In

ad

i.iwpenlent Singapore - major ovents, all within our living memory and

“Uueting our lives in a way beyond prodiction at the time of OCTUITONCO.

1152, self-governmonts 1963, merger and Malaysiaj August, 2965, an

it docade will he just as eventful, if not more, as the big powars

rate their acconmodations. A4s s small couniry, we have to be watchful,

inat whatever they decide, our nationel intercsts do not suffere

The greatest safopguard is that 28 a nation we have sufficient
frocdom to talte any action that securc for ourselves the maximum
vwencfits in eny sitvation. No one country is completely indapendont:
rnot ovon the United States, in mattors of socurity and eccnomic growtl.,
Tu-dny, all nations are inter—dependent, including ourcelvos, But,
wi.thin this inter—dependence, we should ensure that we have sufficient

powiir on our own to take irdepondent actions in our collective interc-ts,

The ossential cordition for iliis sufficicncy is order and
seabdlit;, bolstered by prosporitys. Order and stability can be upset
in & wmulti-racial society, if wo concentrato on issuses that divide us
£nd not on those that unito use As an indeperndent ctate, in the last
six yoars, we have done bettor than in tho previous six yoars since
talf-zovernnent. This is bocauso we Lave concantrated on issues thot
wuito us rather then on those that divide us. We arc likely tc continuo
tiis reto of progross if we maintein this same pragmatic approach to
o problons,.

Honest govornmont, providing a livelilcod for tho peopla,
ad dofence of country - these are the criteria of gcod goveramant
eaunciated by Confucius, They are as valid to—day, ns wheu tliey wure
fivst enunciated ovor two thousand ycars ago.
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) It ic relevant to bear in mind also tl'e objectives of good
government in Conxucizn political philosophy. They were order and
stability. Order and siability must also be our ohjectiveo, L lecd,
vhere independeni countriec have Iniled in Afro-Asia, it im beec: .uc
Tor various reagans ther have unot succecded in inculeating values arl
building political institutions that malke for order and sitability.
Changes o government have ofien meant changes in system o goverrs s
and basic politieal philosophy. It has net becn cne party taking .ver
the govermnment Iron another, and basic values and institutions

reraining the saute, 2ike in Ameriea or Eritain. N
™

No govermment policy is without blemish or can be implemcn’ -d
without offending at lenct sene peoples  Bul, by and lerg:, ve hovae
good govermnent in Singapore, Bad governuent hao Leen forpotten:
therc ic ne standied Jor compariscn Yor what has boen decne. So, e
have a growing number of critics Xor vhonr the pvwvernment doos not

secu to have done any goode Therc is 2 Chimese proverb that runs:

i | . - .
L }4 i 1,1 -+ (tso ehing kuan t'ieu)". It neans whon you
t .
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look up Crem the botton of the well, you nistoke what Little of

tne sy 7ou see as the whole siky. 8o, nmany oY cur critics are at
the bottom of the well. Thoy sce only the harsher Tcaturcs of our
pelicy and maxe thew appear morc inpeortant that what has beon acer ieved,
In a1y czsey, somotiumcs harsh things have to Lo Joenes  Five years agey
the cloice berYore thousanls of worizers was work or no work., With
wage resirainte, the worikers now can choose thelr jJobz, within thae
liudts o their =kill, Before long, they will have the advantage

ol better wages, if things turn out right., Ko government is withoutl
vlcnishy, not even jood goverroent., But wihen you hear criticien ox
read it, you should also askt yoursely, is the critic sitting ot

the botton ol the well.
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