Acc. No. ..MP‘C
003N | 4b
SINGAPCKE GOVERITENT PHESS STATEMEIT' MC.JUH.30/T1(H.A.)

TELT OF SPEECH BY THE MIUIZTEW FOH HOME AFPAIRS, DE.
WONG LI XEN, AT JHE AllEUAL DILLLY OF GHE SINCGAPOL
POLY?Y TS UNION AT ThE I‘\P;Y EE.""‘LJR'\I Iy
LIoH CI""Y HOA‘ELJ OF SATUKDAY, JUHE 2¢. A7 8 P.H

the

[
=,

It iz ny privilege tc cddress yeu ot this sl dinner
Singopere Polytechnic Studenta' Unicn.

In this techncleszicsl cge in Singopere, the students cf the
Singopore Pelytechnie nre o furtuncie grcup of pecple. Wheress
greduntes of the univerciiies moy hove o wnit for oo leag oo cix
DCNRERS W L yesr e ged & job, Singopore Polytechnic grodusites

usuclly geté empluyment within o nenth er owe ofter gradusticn.
Hith the ehengze in Cevernnent policy in the induserilcliszticn
pregremne of Singnpore, there wore incunbent chonges in the progrommne
o¥ studies cad training in the Bingopore Polytveohnie in 1959. Buw
even with the inplenaeuiésticn of these inssisesisnsl chrigos 3ince
then, we atill hrve nct been cble tc bridze she gop betwean densnd

cd supply =% the teclmicirn level. It is cuing so the convinuing
d ever increnging existence oF this grp whot the Pelytechnin
grodusse finds hinsely tedoy i1 the envicble pisisicn of ccnurading
s betier crreer nrnrkes thon the grrduste frinm the uiversiities.
¥hen the ZFingopsre Polyteshnin uns Dirst row-crgonised in 1959
the eurclnent figure for o)l the esuraoes stsed b 1,993. Kow the et~

up hos been further re—rgmnised s thot where the inatitutisn snee

slao droinod persoi.el the erofs snd cdvoucod exais o5 woll on
Tor vhe techiiecicn tad prefesaizicl diplens ledels, »sw it £oousoc
cn ouly the sechuieinn lovel pernmmel « the duporsss niddle ney
vho c:xnes beitucon the erciisnmi md tho prafessi il angineer. The
presens emsslnent sooads o6 o litile sver 4,500, Culig ¢° linited
ceconnsdotich o6 vhe preseat etnpus in Prizse Eluord vy cd, it is
nSt pisaible @ cke in more siudenss Sl the nmoment. fzwever, the

ingopore Polyiochnic shill be zble oo exprid sur nurbens o3 55
c3 the nev site in Dover hosd is recdy. It in expecied ot Shia
will be i the very nerz future. If 211 gies censzdiig s plaay,
Wy 1975, the prcjested exprasisi will o esanpzsna wene 6,500 h Garken e
on the new ccnpus,

I DiDC eeesssse2/=




- 2 -

I hepe thos o1l of yeu or oo nmony of you o4 pesaible will
grcducie o the end of your course. Qur grodusting nunbers hove
increzoed frenm 384 in 1970 e sbeut 700 iv 1971, In & Tew yesxs!
time we hope o hove oo naay o0 1,300 grrdunies in o yerr ond thus
help fursher o bridge the widering grnp besvean the dencud oor
cnd the supply cof sikilled tochnicitns for the Kepublie. Our
hepublic'a enly notursl rescurce is the hunmn being. Unless we
ncke Full use oFf cur acle nsiwrzl rescurce, we esnct survive o5 o
noiicne You soe cur only noiursl reacurce.  Upen you, 23 skilled

taslmicicng, Tt o lorze pord oY the roaponsibility for the

guccess or ¥rilure °f cur indwsirislisntion progroome.  Wesr this
crowm of regpeansibilivy witvh 1l the groce you eon nuader, go sud
80 neot this world woll-crned with the initicl seoining you receive
fren the Polytechnie.

Az leng oo we live we lenmm. emd vhen we

lecve o socondryy cor o tertisry ingosituticn. Im foew, Tor nmuy,

the recl 1ife eductiicn begins only oieer gurdustion mud vhen
werking life bezina. Fornsl odusoiicn nust necesssrily end. In
the Tincl anlysis, especinlly rXor vechnisirn perscinel, i: iz the
doy to doy on the job exporience thod congtitutes whe essence of
lecaning,

In the Polyienhnic comperitin iz eunirslled. Ouce you siont
w0 errn o living then the qualities ned ahswm in ysur oxoninebion
will consribute oo your being o sucress or» o foilure in liTe. Before
I ccaclude, permiv ne oc congrotulsie theone whs hove excoelled
chenselvoa in exircecurriculcr crosivivies. Their cwcxds tro welle

dogerved.
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