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Speech by Mr. Lim Guan Hoo, Political Secretary, » 7 ..
Ministry of Home Affairs, at the Passing Out Acc. he.
Parade of the 6th. intakae of V.C. National ‘ I 2 I
Servicemen at Swise Cottage Secondary School, _w Lgp %a' !
Dunearn Road, on Sunday, 27 Decombor, 1970 a2t 5.00p.m.

I am glad to be here this evening to witness the Combinaed
Passing Out parade of 373 National Servicemon from the 6th. intake of the
Vigilento Corps.

Tho Vigilants Corps was formed during tho days of Confrontation
in 1963 with the objective of assieting the Polics in curbing 1llagal and
anti-national activities. Over 12,500 persons responded spontancously to the
need of the nation by voluntarily registoring in the Vigilante Corps and
assisting the law onforcomont agoncios to patrol streots, kampongs and beachos
to detoct and provent acts of sabotagse and violonca.

Today, tho situation has complotoly changed. Confrontation hes
becoms a history of tho past. But the Vigilanto Corps still remains. It hes
fulfilled its useful purpose and has also undorgons organisational and IR
structural changos as time marchos. This is inasvitable as social concepts,
needs and velues have toc change with times.

. Tho Vigilantae Corps todey is playing e difforent role from that
whan it was first formod. The Vigilante Corps is now a National Servico and a
National Youth Movomont contributing its share in tho ardous task of natione
building. This role is all the more important with the introduction of National
Service as more than half of Singapora's population is ycuth. The V.C. has
therofore ambarked upon a systematio and compreiensive training programme for
the National Servicemen so that they could be of constructive use to tha
country at all timas.

Although the role of the V.C. has changcd in conformity with
social noeds and anvironment, lot us not for one moment forgat the one
perapnial faotor governing the organisation of tha Corps. This is the
composition of the V.C.

Since the incoeption of tho V.C., men of diffaerent races, of
diverse ovltures, of difforent religions and also from all walks of lifc heve
been joinlng tho ranks. And it is heartening tc note that all members work
together inharmony and mutual understanding as & Corps and not as individusls.
The admcsphere of tegetherness and co-cperation always pravails and pervadaes
all ranks so much s0 that the Vigilants Corps can be regerded as a mirror
reflecting the multi-racial, multi-culfdral anad multi-religicus society in
Singapore. 4ll V.C. members munt be proud of this fact and must onsure that
nothing is and will be done to :mpair the goud image of the organisation.

Finally I wish tc congratulate all cf you fcr ycur smart turn
out and bearing and alsc those recipients of Cortificates cf Morit. However
I would like to stross at the same .time thet you should not be complacent or
conceited of your achievoments as there are other greator goals to achieve
and bigger success to attain in the future. On this ncte I will end my speech
and wish all of you every success in life.




