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3L RPUESS S ER CCLuES/ L/ 10(5....)
Speech froua Fnche Otihwan Wok, Winister fer 2
Seccial Affairs at the asian Cycling Tederatvion
Special tieeting on 15th December, 1970 at 13 ...
i Dol
Ladies % Gentlemen, S

I am doubly pleased 1o be here today, both to welcoame
you all with fraternal feelings to this special wmeeting and
to invite you,as President of the Federation as well as the
Minlster fEr Sports and Chairman ef the Naticnal Sperts
Promotion Board in Singapore,to Singapere in October, 1971
to partircipate in the 5th Asian Cycling Champienships, whioh
ay ccuntry has been given the privilege and pleasure to host.

2. We are all deeply indebted te the Thai Cysling
Association and pavticalarvly to its frpsident, Folione Lt.
General Torsakdi Yomak and Ilon. Secretary Seree Thairat for
the arangcments made and hospitality shean for this meeting.

I am sure 21l €1 us 2liuys look ferwurd to a visit to Bangkok,
whose picturesque beauty and quaint charm never stop to excite
the tourists like us.

3. I must say that we are really looking forward ta the
5th Asian Cyoling Championships in Singapore. We are, however,
with mixed feelings e¢f joy as werll a3 concern iﬁ this rerard,
since wWr a2re oonscicus of the fact that we do not as yet have
the facilities of &« Velodrome in Singapore. Despite this we

have been given the honour and we assure you that we ~ill do




our level best to maxe the Championships the success that they
should be and your stay in Singagore both pleusant cnd mencrable.
4. Singapers has beea varyingly called 2s Instont Asia, as
a world in miniatur~, as a place where ¥ast meets #~3t and as
a melting pot of thr cultures eof the Orient and the Occident.
#e are 2 Republic of a little over 200 squar~ miles with a
1little over 2 million people. 1In this centext, fer those of
you whe have nct been to Singapere ycu will find your visit a .
nove; experience of many different exXpevienoes in a relatively
shert time.
5. These sporting events like the Cyocling Champienships
really provide an eppertunity tfer countrirs and peoples in
Asia to get tog?thnr in friendship :nd graerate goedwill ond

camaraderi~s. I, ther~fore, hopr that the 5th Asian Cyoling

Champienships in 3ingapor~ will ser further Pregr-ss in this
Spert, judgerd Ly mere und better representatien frem the
ceuntries in Asia aad.higher standarus ef skills and perforacnces.
AZter all, the bicycle has been the mest vapular =nd useful
means of transcortztion of'tho proples of Asia and cyeling

should br eonsidered as a popular and vompetitive sport in

Asian eountrirs.

6. I am pleased to infor. you that the ®Bxecutive Committee

of the Internaticnal parent organisaticn for Cyoling, the

FIAC, has receognis~d the 5th Asian Cycling Chaﬁpionships and will




insert the event in their Insernational Calendar and, therety,
give official character nlso to th~ title of Continensal
Champion‘(ior Asia) for the vinners of the individual and
team events in thoe Chuapiouships.

7. dey I conclude ny remarks by tnanking you all for your
presence here todey and ~xpressing the hope that we #ill see
you and many others from other Asian Countries not reprersented
here or for thzt matter in past Asicn Cycling Champiconshiyps

in the 5th Asian Cycling Championshipa in Singapors next year.
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