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: AT THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE WORLD METEOROLOGICAL
ORGANISATION TRAINING SEMINAR ON SYNOPTIC ANALYSIS AND
FORPCASTING IN THE TROPICS OF ASTA AND SOUTHWEST PACIFIC
AT THE CUT.TURAL CENTRE ON WEDNESDAY 2/12/70 € 1000 HOURS

‘It gives me great pleasure to extend a warm
welcome, on hehalf of the Government and people of Singapore,
tn~ all the marticirants and ennsultants of the Training
Seminar on Snoptic Analysis and Forecasting in the Tropics
of Asla and the Soutowest Pacific. This seminar i1s being

organised hv the World Yeteorologicsl Organisation (WMO)

witnin the framework of the 'mited Naticns Development

Programme. Its object is to provide training in the

latest methods and technigues of weather analysis and

forecasting for practising meteorologists of the region

concerned.

2. To Singavore this seminar has two-fold significance.
_ Piretly, it is the first internationsl seminar in meteorolcgy

that is heing convened 1in Sinrapore, and secondly the topic

of tre semirar is of ereat interest to us, since our

weather is so easilv influenced bv the vagaries of a

trooical atmosphere,

3. The grience nf meteorology was given a tremendous

imvetus Avring World War II, when much research and effort

were mgde to orovide military aviation with adequate

meteorolosical services. In the nost-war era, this

science acquired new dimensions because of new avpplications

in agriculture, transportation and water resources development.

4. ; understand thaet one of the reasons for the

slower development of tropical meteorology in the past, was

due to the relatively sparse network cf observing stations

in the tropics. This situation should now improve, with

existing fairly wifespread availahility of data from

meteorologic2]l satellites, and other techbnological aids

ke the wegther redar, antom=tic weather stations and

re~mnaters,




5, miike many countries, we in SLn:apnre taﬁd to
take onr weathrr for granted so much so that it is

rarelv g _tonic for convereation. This is becaure our
weather is generally featureless and monotonous. There
are no diétinct seasons, really, as it rains throughout
the year in Singapore on the. avérage of” one day oub of
two. Although showers znd thumderstorms are eommon yet’
they are nsuelly of ehort duration, with cccasional .
flood*nz srculd theheavr shower coincide with prevailing
high tide, thus causing-rrea¢ inconvenierpe to trenaport
and somrtimes grevionsdoamerme ~to- property. .- Vo are ‘indeed.
fortunate that the-vareriee-of our westher are qnot-«.--
cetastropic in t!;oimxmueomo»n,*ruchfas‘ theTeynibne -
of unn*noeéé;trd'TUTV‘Wrich'bif”t“P qoeestdl™areas..of
Fost Pakistan, on 12th Yovemher and arain, of Typhocn
'1qtsv' which stormed scroes tie Priliopines, a week later,
6. wlth moteorological -gatellites, an “lmproved

~ network of observetions 'and research.in:meteorolegy mdiertaken o

by sev-rsl institutes, the meteorblosieal fraternity -in

the trorics is optimistic that hefore long, they will he
ahle to provide short-range forecasts 2 “to 4 days shead,

ir: the future. The bencfits that will acerue to -coustries
from this 1mprovemgp¢"wt11 ke tremendous. .In™the -Singapore
e~ntext it would mean improved flocd warning and eontrol
Auring héé;" rainfalls, ard hetter deplovment of wafer
ftocks in or reservoirs spt-retohment arcas, -

T Sinmmnore ig xot unawure of itg-duty to .mske a -

nneitive c-ntribution towarde-the develovment of’me{eorolcgy.




T am pleased tn state, that Auring the course of this
wear, severnl]l sophisticated meteorolosical aids will

he setenp, @ 5 pre-resuisite to improved weather services:-

(2a) A 10 om, weather radar, costing over
#4+ million, and capable of detecting
storms within e 250 mile radius ie now
being instnlled at our Airport.

4 ground station for the receptiom of
data for metecrologicel satellites is
expected tn be operationél also at the
Airport by March,next year.

A seccond radul’ for the meacuremont of
high-level winds will vepluce oldér
caulpment ut the Mivcr Atr OLGerwatory
in Kim Chuan Ro2d end this is expected
t~ e nanersational in a few months tima.
‘m the intrrmnaticral scene, because of
our unioue erographicael locstion, Uinwapore

was selected t~ cerve ae a telecowmunicutions

relay centre since June 1966. for the

intercrange of meteorclogical data between
tha Morthern and Southern Hemisphere in
the Glcbal Telccommunications System for
meteorology, ard we shall endeavour to
meet 2ll internatirnal obligations to the

test of ~ur ability.




8. It is trerefeore hoped that this Seminar will
give you a better insight intc the process of the
tropical atmosphere, and tc provide answers to some

of your probleus of forecasting. I olsc hope that youxr

short.etay here will be ap’ enjoyable one, and that you

will csrry back with you most pleasant and happy memories
'l

of Singipore;

9, It uow gives me great pleasure to declare open
the Trairing Seminer on Svnoptic Anelysis and PForecasting
in tv Tropics nf Apis egnd the Southwest Pacifiec and to
wigh the areaniscrs arnd nerticlinants »very success in

thrir endeavours,

Datcs 30th Nov.,1970.




