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SPERCH BY. MR, PAUIG TTE I0d, DIRIAVLT SICRETARY
TTTIE NGISTRY OF DOFLICE AT Tk COMIISSIGNIIG
PriDs OF VOLULTion ILDICAL OFFICIR CADITS AID_
FASSTG OOF 3Li.DE OF VOLUNTLE ILCRUITS HBLD Off
SATURINY, T HOVZDER, 1970 AT 5,00 FoMe 4T
TALCH ROAD CAMP

I an very pleased te be here this aftcrnoon to revicw
this Parade particularly when we arc cormissioning fer the
first tinc volunteers fron the ncdical prefession. Anongst
those proscnt hero today arc 14 doctors who have brought honour
to their profession and to the Singapore Mcdical Association,
the professicnal organisation to which thgy belonge Theso
docters will fori: the nuclous of the Voluntcer Modical Corps
within the Pcoplets Defence Forco ond by their cxanple and
precept, by their lodication and devotion, they take pride of

place anongst all other nrofessicnal bodicss

Today we arce cngrossed in thc task cf building up 2
defance force vhich is complete and sclf-sustoining with all
the ancillary services that will nake it scoend to nonc in the
world. A ncdical unit is an csscntial conponent of any organised
defenca forcce Indced, the training that you have undergoene
has combinu! professional conpotuncu uith cthor qualitics whioh
will cnablc you to beccne trud and conpletc citizens of our country.
Now that the nedical profussicn hos sct the cxample, I an surce
that other profussicnal bedies uculd also vent to play their part
in yreviding cur dcefunce forces with the expertisc and cexpericnco
that thoy pesscss and the cffectiveness cf our defence systen will
be enhanced to the oxtent of their centributions,

Scoe nay feel that age is o barricr tc nilitary training
and disciplinc but the 14 docters vho have completed training and
who arc being connissiunod today arc between 35 and 40 yoars old -
nen whe arce nct very young but whese duxterity, drive, encergy and

enterprise must surcly ook then tho onvy <f nony o 8pry te..1agore
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Their achicvencnt is o manifestaticn of the deterninaticn of the
puople ~f Sinjapore, irrcspective ¢f their orofossicnal or civie
status, to wnsurc that cur dofance copability is <. the highest

standard pessible. This is 211 the mere necessary if ue arc to
kcup pocc with 1o march cf cvents. If we slacken cr if uc arc
half-hcarted, cvents will cvcrtc'.",,c ve ond the price of cur felly

will bo the shamce thot we will besteu on future gencreticns,

Plens orc ncew boing worked out botweon the represcentatives
¢f the Minictry of Defence ant the Bingoerore Hodical fasccioiton.
to provido o gcheno of nedical atteaticn for naticnol scervicenons
The carly iplenontaticn of the gehwne will further boost the

cfficagy of nedioal attontion fir owr national scrvico,

All these yho have complet ol troining txlay, ubhcther you
arv nedical .xon or nety nust roclise that you stond ot tic forofront
of Singaporets defence crponisaticn, L neasurc oF the quality of
a dofonco foree is whe noerale anengst the cfficors and nun, and
one of the nest importont factcrs deternining tho lovel of merale
ig, I believe, tic knowladge and faith that everything possible
weull be done to enswre that evary an will reccive in return for
his scrvices the care anl attenticn that the full rescurccs of the

State will allow, This is the hijhest rowoerd and honour that a

vecple eon Uest oW on their fcllow=—citizone whe have sacrificod
their tionce and, in sone cescs, norc lucrative pursuits to volunteor
fer tue Cofunce of the naticn, I oo sure that coch cne of you
hore possesscs the qualitios of rospensilility ond emdurance which
will nake you an axenplary citiszen, that ic cne who is Leth o
scldier and o civilinzn, in (thor werds, an cifective g-cicl digit
whick will st phon fhe Lonmo won hick ‘the pride ca’l ororority
of tho Statc rcsts,.
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