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Speech by Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry
of Education, Inche llohd, Ghazali Ismail, at the
Inauguration Ceremony of the 'Esso Youth & Industry
Project' organised by the Esso and the Scicnce
Teachers' Association of Singapore on Saturday,

10th October, 1970 at 8,302,m, ot Vietoria School
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In countless ways, the prescnt day civilization is
deeply indebted to tho Scicnces. The practicnl benefits,
which have grown out of the discoverics in the Sciences cxtend
to nearly cverything conncctcd with doily life., They affect
food, wcter-supply, clothing, housing, heating, ventilation,
lighting and a thousand~-and-onc convenicnces. They also
affcet elmost cvery operation in conncetion with the farm,
factory, storc or business officc,

The immensc success of Seicnce is duc to the way in
which it sccks, finds a2nd tests knowledge. RMore valucble than
any of its discoverics arc its effective methods which moke
still grcater achicvements possible.

The true scientific investigctor ncver jumps ot con-
clusions, ncver takes anything for grontcd, never considers his
judgement better than his information 2nd never substitutcs
opinion or long cstablished belicf for fact.

Every notablc modern invention has had its origin in 2
new cpplication of the laws of Scicnec. The invention of the
gsteam cnginc thot revolutionized industry and tronsportation
throughout the world, Faraday's experiments in cleciricity that
led to the crecation of the dyncmo and clectromotor, that in
turn further rcvolutionized industry, the invention of the
internoal combustion engines, the x-rays discovered by the Curies,
the ctomic bomb invention and the innumcrcble cpplications of
redionctivity nre cll bused on one scicntific principle or othcr.
The proctienl benefits of 211 these inventions when handled by
gober people, arc exciting indeed. The doys of the oxeart, the
atage coech, the seciling ship are gone. Today we hcove the rail-
wey, the cutomobile, the oceanliner, the airplane and the
spaceship!.,

Singapore is on the threshold of an industrial revolu-
tion, It is vital for cveryone of us to sce that this revolu-
tion is brought about ot an optimum pacc. We also have to see
that the benefits of this revolution are sustained. We have
to be aware of the dynamics of chonge in the field of science
and technology., It is here that the rolec of Science students
comes in. You will represcnt the nuclcus of the scientifically
inclined citizens of this ccuntry. With = renlistic apprecia-
tion of tho scientific method of sccking, finding and testing
your knowledge in the Scienccs, you should be able, sooner or
later, to apgly your scientific owledge to the necds of
Singapore. cmpetition in the fiecld of industry in this port
of the world is keen. Adeptions, innovations and some inven-
tions if possible are nccessary. Greoundwork has been dcne. A
suitcoble climnte prevails today. To oxpleit this favourczble
climete to the fullest advantage is o challenge, which our
younger gencration is faced with. I am confident that you will
mcet this challenge.

This Esso Yuuth & Industry Project, devised in conjunc-
ticn with the Science Teachers' Association of Singapore is
aimed ot supplementing your extra-curriculnr zctivities in the
field of Science,
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In the first instance, Industrial Organisation tours
are arranged., This will give you an opportunity to familiarise
yourselves with the meaning and scope of Industries. In the
course of these study tours, I hope, you will not only become
familiar with the working of our Industries, but will also

hit ‘on new ideas to improve upon the present.

Let me congratulate the Esso and the Science Teachers'
Association of Singapore in organising this Project., I have
great pleasure in declaring the Project open.
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