Acc, No.,

0] 0080

SPLECH

NARC

s3y

MINISTRY
OF THE
INTERIOR
AND
DEFENCE

oot PRSP G AT A S UL S S G T A P WY
4+ LI e 2 i S I B S S i

1 EI]BARGOI.‘.D UNTIL AFPTER DELIVIRY 3

. PLELSE CHICK AGLINST DELIVIRY 1
bbb Ao b ]

-

m.:r G or' TRIDAY,

It has Leen said that the Jattle of Haterloo was won on
the ploying ficlde of Zion. fhat dictum may very well have been
true in the early years of thc 19th Century. In the sccond half
of the 20th Century, howcver, it is cven truer to say thet the
battles of the futurce will very largely be determined - or, nore
appropriatcly in our contexi, aggression dctorred = in the

laboratorics ond workshops of a nations

This situation arisces becausc of the increasingly complex
neture of weaponry usud Ry conventional forcos of modern nations,
The outstanding characteristics of thesc voeopons syStons arc,
firstly, their costs ond, sceendly, the degrec of skill required
in thoeir operation and neintonance. It ic not a mere coincidcnce
that generally the countrics which can afford to procurc with
their own funds complex weapens sysicns olso hove the capacity to
opirate zid neintain then effuctively. In Singaperc the financial
resourcces arc available to procurc the nest moGoern and advancod
equipment requircd for our defence, I beliove that we can a)mo
develop the copability to usc thesc wecpons effectively, to main-

tain them well and gradually to offcct improvencnts on thome

The llinistry of Defunce is new endcovouring to attract
and retain some of the best youns sciwntific and teechinclegical
broinc in the country. But we alsc niced competent techniciong
ond okilled workers.  To moct our demand for ckilled werkers,
troining scheels were cotablishad in our meintenance bosos.

About o year age SIFTICI wou Tormud to bring oll those training
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pchools under cnc estoblishment. SLFTICH's growth has beon
sustainud, and onrclmont hos inerooscd impressivoly. But it
is nct mercly in numbors that the succosa of SATMNCH will be
neasurod, Norc iﬁportmn arc the kncviled;;e and skills which
trainecs hove acquirod in SAFTICH nnd the work diceipline which

hao bucn inoculented in thome

Mhoso of you who arc now passing out Trom SAFTICH will
goon roaliso thet your training in the schocl of life is cnly
just storiing.  GAVPECH cai only provide you with boeic know-
ledce and know=hew; your skills will hove to be perfected thrcugh
axporicnoe,  In courde of tinc some of you moy conc back tc
8.3MB0H fer hi;;hor courpo@. Thero is no renscn why tl.c mero
succossful onse should nct also procecd for higher oducction
and training oitl:er here or cverocas, as indced some of your

predecessors havo Gonce

Whilc ithe cracd foerces will be happy to rotain you after
your notivnal sorvice or voluntary scrvice is over, you will
find that should ycu leave us, the knowledge, oxpericnce and
werk discipline you hove acguired in the SAF will be of greot
benefit to you ond your futurc employers in civilian life,
Needless tc say, tho longer you rumain with us the groctoer will
bo your value cuteidel

I congratulate all of you cn your turn-out this woning

and wisli you sucsoss in your cndeavourbe I hope you will not

be foun’ wanting in the basus ond units tc which you will be

attachod,




