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It was obout five yeors cpe that I first addressed the
Hig¥e~ring) Sociedy as o citizene I waa then the Choirmai: of the
Adult Bducotion Board. This evening, I hovoe the hencur ¢ aoddress the
. Sceioty, once agnin, net os your teacher, but o3 o citizan, dooply

involved in the political precoag.

In the courasc of those five years, much hao happonod,
gensrally to the cradit of our Republie. The preozs, both ot home ond
abroad, and the varicus govornmen’d moog medis have cdequately lopt
you informed of <ur occaonic zoins and politicsl stobility., Waat I
wish tc say tc you wo-uighv is differant frem those curront thomca,
but net wunrclsied to then.

A nation ia &z goed oo what its elite con provide in
loadership and inepirsticn tc tho poople. One of the cenditiong of
puccess io o cpon clite syotem, which peraito the bast in sceiecty e

be drown inte it. We have sluways boen an open socicty in this scensec.

But, during cclonial times, crucicl lcadership poaiticns were closed

t0 ua. Thesc wore the areas of lealership in politics, the military,

and ths burcoucracy. In avarues of trade, Singopore wao an opon accictye.
This was not without cdvantaogos for cur immigroant forefoathers.

Poogsant cid working class Ly origing; they cculd ceucantratc on ircde,

cnd 1ot the British 4o rulec cnd to defend Singaporc.

For hicdorical recasouns, wo have Covelepod cur commoreizl
clooses, sceond o none in the regicn, sclf-perpatuating, nid opoi e
&l) whe ncko tha rrade.  Iewover, we have net devaeloped o troditicn
of invelvercnt in polities, in nilitory scrvico oid in the burcoucracy.
What hoo osurprised mc; ofter scveral ycors in politica, is the very
smoll number of poracng wke regard ochiovemaonts in thenso arons oo
worthy cf pursuit. I rcgard this o majer problem focing Singapore
in the yeors zheod.

ese2/~




(8]
’—

b il ultinacoely te

W.ather ve succeeit o

detornined b the sppeoranco ox & breod oXf mel aund womch, frew e

¢¢ aoswune he loodership i dhers

goenarsticn o oo sher; wiiling

oov i larzer wonk

Lrengs whore rYullila

roatt bocikgrow:d Lol cur hisuwory coe boadicopse

icl terroe  Anbitis:

neosured in Irino

cok nosswits, et socwrrds boo

er oosuccosorul odu

Our wiiversitics cxo

CITIsC vy ZEudenis b

21 te-ndrred are ikely w3 be thise che do i bes

vholr cwn sscinl rad poeaxophkical niliew, daspise

will depaid ¢ir the muaber cr lsenl czadoiilcicans, vhes
C

4 cctido:

;ed by oot ingcllooiuacn

the Tutre oF $he cowrdry. Deing clianied by oexyssurc Lo o pasiVilivy
aind sudends ted is 6o

o couses which mak

ver lecdership rolon. ek hos o been ooie abvrut che cxistarce oy oo

¢ ocvery gonoxatien hia o
it iz here sc-doy, oud it

i the clic:otice

v
5 . Lo

The oontext S Asilz.

We nroe cotudanits o8 Hisesnye Oic oX we loox:: cosut

i cecictien i

sco o, like thrce wac cheer ox Jeer dnoo Do
B J

geo ol btokee aides, oid, 1T zur teznm hos lostd,

1.

Lnics politics, iV o

shere will
seom lones, ond w.lons thiere io cn clsoriasive teom to ronlocc i,

be oltered dirroveanbly,

cthern will coop i, o

DaTB: 2ud Ootober, 1670, fime Issucd: 1030 Hours.




