EMBARGO Not for Publication 10| oosR

PRESS RELEASE: before /570 hbmqn 76/ 8 r0

SPEECH BY INCHE MCHD. CGUAZALI ISMAIL,
PARLIAMENTARY STCRETARY, MINISTRY OF
EVUCATICI, AT THL PIFFYM NaTIOUAL DAY
CELEBRATION COMIITTET OF THE ALJUIIED
CONSTITUENCY AT JOO SELG CGMI{UNITY CE,™RE
G SUNDAY 16,8,1970 4T 7.30 P.H.

We live in =n area of the world where events ore
noving at e breathless pace nnc where chonge (not 2lweys
for the better) is toking ploce 2% ¢ »ate too swift for
ua to grasp its full significrncce. There is clrealy o
vest difference between the South-Bast Lsiz we Mmew five
yeara ago and the South-East Asia of today. What is true
of South-Enst Asin is also truc of isin as o wholc.

We hove maneged to survive ond safeguard our wey
of life on our own during the past five yenrs. We con
continue ic do so in the years nhead provided we never
allew ourselves to be overawed by difficulties and in-
prisonec by outmoded woys of thinking. We nust constoantly
chonge and readjust our idecs and our policies to fit in
with the changing reelities. Te keep on chanting slogons
vhich have been invalidated by the narch of events is to
neke more certoin our being overwhelumed Ly events.

This is thelesson thot the loenl pro-Comnunists
heve yet to learn. Their iceas and slogans bear no
relation to present @ay realities. They ;o running about
asking the people to rise up ~nd crush British coloniclism
even 28 the British arc pulling out uilitorily from Sin-
gapore. They declore Singmporc's independcnce‘ag phoncy
simply  because the Goverruient docs not echo the slogans or
follow the policies which serve the national interests of
other countries.

Becouse their slognns bear no relation to reclities
in our country the frustroied pro-Commmnists are reduced to
venting their rage in senseless ncts of hocliganisn oné
destruction. Snall groups of juveniles hove been going
arounc destroying Notional Day Cecorations. These pro-
Courunists know that these zets of hooli;cnism are cngering
the people but thesc anti-national elements are no longer
interested in wiuning over tihe people. They decidec many
years oo that the people of Sinapore cannot be won over.
Thot is why they quit porliament and cdecided to boycctt
clectidns. -They heped to et control over the people by
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intimidatiﬁg then through acts of violence. Even in this
they have not succeeced, So they ~re now reduced tc cor- "
rupting fcllowers whe are lorgely imunture youths by in-
gtilling in them the monners anc velues of street hoolifnus.
The =2dulits who instignte our youns; people to violence do not
themselves participote in these acts of hoolipanism. They
know how t¢ locsk after their skins., In fact these revolu-
tionary herces, in an effort to et public sympathy, not oaly
use youwng pecple for their nets of hocliganism but are re-
sorting nore ~nd more tc the use of ycung zirls. The strop-
ping mele prc-Communists read 211 alout the "struy;le in

the streetg” in the ccafort of their hones,

However let us not wderestin:te the lecel pro-~Conmun-
ista or their power to dc hnrm. Soocner or later they will
discover that the present toactics of hoclipenism is not
getting them anywhere and turn t. other methods ¢f struggle.
Their primary cbjective is t¢ crecte conditions to retord
ec:noric ané sceicl progress in Sinccpore. To Qo this they
nust crente an impression of chnos and unrest in Sinjapore.
They themselves hove nct put forwerd any constructive, con-
crete alternctive how to make life better fcr the people;
how t. ensure their security in an area brisgtling with
threats of vislence,

While keeping the pro-Communists in check we, the
people cof Singapsre, must be preprred tc change our ideas to
fit changing realitics. Sometimes such adjustments nay be
painful. Por example it will be necessary s.metimes to nmake
short-term sacrifices for longs term geina. Sometimes un-~
faviurcble developments ocutside - such as British Cecisicn
t2 ruh down their bBase in Singsnore - may farce us tc roscrt
to unpleasant remedies tc effect o cure. In the kind of
gitunticn we findé curselves in Scuth-East Asi: today we must
lecrn tc cccept the fact that the way shead ia nct gring T
be all smooth, The resyonsibility of the Government is to
try anc chart -ut o smocth and eomforteble possbge, but it
nust tell the pecple and trairn the pe-ple t¢ meet the wn-
avoicCably roush potches =s well. Once peojle uncersiond
that the woy chend is net 2ll smcoth then they will be better
equipped tc overcome CGifficulties.

Thia was the spirit which has guided us during cur
five yeera of independence, Thot is why an independent
Singapore has nct been reduced to chacs cr been irpoveriched
os some people hod expected. It is this some spirit cf reolicon
and intellectusl resilience which must guide us in the years
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