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EMBARGOXD UNDTIL AFTSR DELIVERY <4

SPEECH Y THE PARLIAMENTARY SICRETAKY 70 THE

KINISIRY COF FINANCE, MR. TANG SGOE CHIM, AT THE

OPENING OF A VARIETY CONCERT ¥ T2 SINQAPOKE

RED CROSS SOCIETY HELD AT THS NATIONAL THEATRE
O 6TH MAY, 1970 AT 8.00 P.M,

I om privilegod . tonight to bo invited by the Singapore
Red Crosg Socicty to join in ite colebrotbtiona of World Ked Cross
DC-J. )

It is o well-kmown fact thet we in Singspore onjoy cne of

zlthough wo hove sccinl provloms in our sociaty, thoy are loss
sorious and less insurmountablo thon thoco foced by somo of our
follew Asian noighbodrs wheore their physicnl size and undordevelopod
moans of public trruiapertation constituto o sovore handicap in thoir
offorts to solve thoir sccinl problems. We oro, thorofcere, vory
fortunste in this aspect. It is truc thot solutions to social
probleoms and cdvorsitios oro more ozsily monzged in 3 compact
island-nstion such oo ouis. Howovor, I boliove Singaporo's succoss
in mooting her socisl probloms is not duc to hor physioccl sizo slono.
Crecdit nust be given to tho sustsined cfforte of our voluntory V

crgznisations and moro importonutly to the people bohind thoso i
organisations. Our woll~-suntained orferts tc meot socicl nocods and
socisl problems cra olcocly linkod to tho culturzl horitogo of our
pocple - thoir now outlook cnd thoir censcisusnoss of sorvice cnd )
gocicl rosponsldility. Thoso pooplo =oroc imbucd by the dosire and tho
drive tc contribute thoir shoroe towords building nct onli o
progporous Singopore but clso onc with o socicl onvironmont, hoclthy
to livo ond work in - & sccioty which wo 1l can bo truly proud.

"Tho contributions townrde this satisfoctory stote of sceicl
hozlth in Singapere did not como sbout cvornight. Our socisl morvico
and welforo organisctions and the pooplc bohind thom worked
untiringly for the social gorvicos wo hove in Singapors to—-day.

As you might know, organisstion cnd dovolopmornt cf systomatic '
wolforo sorvicos to cover tho widor public bogan in Singuporo oxly
oftor tho 2nd World War whon cur island, which was thon undor tho
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British, was loft with many probloms of sceinl dislennticn, poverty

cnd cthor forms cf socicl distross. Tha Govornmont Socisl Wolfore
Doportmont was osinbiishod to lack aofter tho rolief wnd disloeaticn
prcbloms. On tho othor hond, volumtory cfferts gprong up quickly
t5 support Goverumont sorvices, so tunt werking togsethor, the

mahy sccicl preblemc cra bo cllevinted.

ince then, it is widely roccrrisod that velunbaxy
cregenisaticns have continued to coxxy o lorge shors of providing
sceic) sorvican to moct thoe reads of our ropidly doveleping cnd
mydornicinz sscioty. Mony of tho veluntory crgonisnticns oxist to
moet o single or miro specizlised sceizl need, such =s helping
 hondicopped porsons.  Thoere arce cthors which supplcmdnt Goverrnniont
socicl sorvicesy cand thers ia yot o third typoe - the lnrger
voluntoary orgmhisations, like the fed Cross, which supplement
Govornnent sccinl sorvices &a well an moct 1ow socicl ncodsd o
thoso arise in the community. Tho floxibility cnd rocdincss of tho
Rod Crecas Scoicty tc como guickly tc mootbt o now nood is in linc with
yeur oims and c¢bjoctives ci giving cid to the sick ond wounded in
tine of wor, md, in time of pooco, townrds tho improvomornt of
henlthy, tho provention of disonso mud the mitigotion of sufforing.
Your Sccioty's coenatoat ovelunticn of sceind roods zid prompineas
to moot them cre tho fine troits you hove ofton showm, for oxample,
ycur Might Bmergoucy Apbulonco Service, tho Blscd Donaticorn Compoisn
and, moro rocontly, your deecisicn to ostzblish o Clinic in the Dalto
aracn o meet tho noods of the residents thore. It is in theso
cPrective ways that your Socicty stonds =3 ong of the locding

voluntory crgmaisaticns in Singopera.

T wdarstond thoat tho Singipere Red Crous ﬂccioty ig
orgrnising o nunber of cevivitics to commomcrnto World ked Croas Daye
Tho Varicty SLow which you have crgauisod to-night is just cue of
them ond I think o very suitntle fernm of colobratirgy thic nugpicisus
'day for Rod Crosa socictios =1l cvor the world. It 'alz‘.o previdoes
o guitable meons of dMentol roloxotion to your bond ¢f dodicctod
workers and helpors whe cre daily faoecing, mooting onuld copirs with
o multitude of distrossing hummn problems brought @y tho thiusonds
of pocple whem your Sceioty helps during tho yorre 1 2m thurcelcro
very happy to declare this Voricty Show cpon and 5 wish ysu sl

tn enjoysble od pleasont ovening,

DATEs 6TH MAY, 1970
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