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. SPEECH OF MR. CHOR YEOK ENG, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY
N OF THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH, AT THE OPENING OF TEE
DENTAL HEALTH EXHIBITION AT THE VICTORIA MEMORIAL
o HALL _ONTMONDAY] 4TH MAY 1970 AT 10 A.M.
\__‘J

Ladies and Gentlemen, .

I am pleased to be here to open this Dental Health Exhibition
today. This is the second Exhibition in two years, Ve hope it will
attract interest in dental health, and also create an awareness of
the importance of taking proper care of their teeth,

This Exhibition marks the beginning of our Dental Health Week
for this year. During the Week there will be a Dental Health Puster
Competition for primary and secondary schoolchildren, and an

‘ interesting Dental Health Contest for young adults of both scxcs who
possess sound beautiful teeth. The Judging of Finalists for this
Mr. and Miss Dental Hcalth Contest will be held on Sunday, JOth May
at the Victoria Theatre and this will mark the cend of Dental Health
Weok,

All thesc activities are to strees the importaunce of looking
after our teeth and uow not to loece them through neglect. Tun this
Exhibition the process of dental decay is showa, 25 well as various
kinds of dental treatment which dentiss can de to preserve teeth.
However the important point is ;hat thce andividual can do for himsslf.
He should clean his teeth proporly and sce thet he eats well-balanced
meals at regular hours. Finally he should visit his dentist regularly.

There are now 7% government dental clinics throughont the island,

They provide dental care to the folluwing groups of our population:-
1) Children up to school leaving age;
2) Expectant aand nursing mothers and infants;
3) The sick in hospitals;
4) The poorer section of the public;
5) Prisoners and detainces; anc
6) Members of our disciplined forces such as the

Rank and File of the Police Force.
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The Government Dental Service have a staff of over 400
officers, including 83 dental surgeons, 95 school dental nurses and
25 dontal tachnicians. Last yoar thc total number of patient-
attendances for all clinics was 579,000, showing an incrcase of
over ten per cont over the previous ycar., Dental work dono
included 345,000 dental fillings, 249,000 dental extractions and
74400 artificial dentures, A considerable amount of specialist
-treatment ﬁad also been provi%ed to putients.

The dental scrvices provided to schoolchildren are regarded
as the most importint in promoting better tecth for the new
gencration, The Ministry has esiablished 50 dental clinics for
schoolchildren. There arc 2 large school dental centres, one at
Pegu Road and the other at the Irstitute cf Fealth, and smallor
clinics are situated in primary schools. Last yeai tha total number
of- putient-attcndancee in school clinics waes 385,006, The number
of permancnt dental fillings donce for schoolchildren totalled just
over 205,000, Ovar 123,000 wmilk teeth und 23,000 permanent teeth
were oiiracted. with more dental cire; the numbexr ¢f permanent teeth

lest through dental decay is decreasing. Durine 1970 €ix more school

dental cliaics will be cstablished.

The Ministry is also giving moure attention toc preventive
dentistry. An cxcellent start was made last year in this direction
with the launching of a toothbrushing campaign in all primary schools
in Sirgapore, As schoolchildren are required to brush their teeth
after their lunch brezk, thu habit of toothbrushing can be acquired
by overy school child. CZood oral hygienc such as regular brushing
will ccrtainly help to rcduce tooth dccay. This campaign was
succesafully carricd out in 2ll primary schools during 1969.
Starting in February of that ycar, daily toothbrushing was
introduced to moro and morc sschools until by December the total
number of schools involved came to 439. The number of school~
childrcn who had been taught the propur technique of toothbrushing
and wore reguired to brush their tecth c¢veryday rcached a total
of 367,000, This toothbrushing campaign will be sustained over the
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next few years., It is cstimated that during 1969 and 1970 about
. 14 million toothbrushes will have been supplied to schoolchildren
at a cheap price through the schools,
Another aspcet of preventive dentistry in Singapore is
the fluoridction of the water supply for the control of dental
decay. The public watcer supply has becn completely fluoridated
since the beginning of 1958. This scheme has been carofully
maintained yoar after ycar. However this public hecalth measure
only helps to reduce dental decay among young children and it
is still necessary, thcrefore, to sustain a dental health campaign
‘ to propagatc useful dcntal health knowledge.
I wish to oxpress my appreciaticn for the work done by
all thosc responsible for putting up this Dentzl Health Exhibition.
Thoe commercial firms who arc tzking part in this Exhibition and
kave made generous denations towards tnc cust can be praised for
their enterprise. We are particularly thankful to Messrs, Colgate-~
Palmolive (Siugapore) Frivate Limited for giving about 400, 000
dental Lcalih kiic comprising 4 tcothbrush end tsotkpasve for
distributior to 211 primary schoolchniluren in Singapore during
Dental Health Week. I have the pleasure ncw tc officially declare

open this Exhibition. E




