PRESS _ RELEASE:

SFERCH BY INCHE MOHD. GHELZALI ISMATIL
POLITICAL SECRET.RY T0O THE MINISTRY
OF EDUCATION, AT THT TTLOK KURAU
SECONDARY SCHOCL 2ND ANNU.LL SPCECH
& PRIZE-QIVING LAY ON SATURDLY,
4:4,1970 AT 5.00 P.ll,

Mr. Principal, Staff and Students, lacics and Gentlemen,

I am privileged %o have been invited here today to address you
on the occazion cf your school®s 2nd Annual Speech and Prize-Giving Day.
An event of this nature should provide you with an occasion for joy, for
tolay, the scrvices that you Lavo rendered to jyour scheel will bo
eppropriately rccogniced and for thosc whose acadcmic achicvemcnts have

boon above the norm, cuitable and tangidlo cognizance will also be givon.

Hictorieal contingcncics hovo made our State what it ie tocay -
a multi--racial, malti-lingusl and multi-cultural mocicty. In the
contoxt of e nation that possceccs muliti-forious faccta of bolicfs,
aspirations and ambitions, diverging intcrprotations of the various
aspccts of our lifo muct bo accepted as a foaturc of tio political,
cconomic ard cultural landscapce of our nation., This acccptancc is basic.
and makos nccencary tho understanding of the bewildering complexitica
that face up and which have made the tack of geverning cuch o n~tion
o diffioult onc; but at the same time it provices stisulnting chellango
to tha ingenuity of the governmont. Curs has nover beon an casy task
becausc we sro roalistic in our diagnosis of tho tribulationo tht faco
uwo. Ne resliso that thero ic n't and cannot be any negic formula that
can solve once and for all the problems that beset our State, bud we do
know that thoy rust be solved for the alicrnatives that facc ug, if we
fail in our tack, aro too grim to be dwclt upon at lengths Tho chuica
boforo us it clear and unoguivocal - o government basod on the continuing
consont and wishot of our people for arder, pcace, scourity and progrecs
for all irrospcctivo of thoir racc, onlour or orccd = or chaos rnd

costruction.

In o5 far as I am nble to accertain, no more cffcciive

instrumcnt can bo placcd in our honds then an cducationsl system that
dcliberatoly oncourages and fosturs thoe growth of the demccratic
principles, Our futurc lics in tho propoer ané caroful handling of the
young in our cchools tocday. Free and compulsory ccucation is not
sufficicnty it nust be suited to tho roquircments of socinl cdomocracy.
It'must_producc thinking hunman boings, mon and womon who will safe-
guarc. tho nation at all cost, who will participate intolligently in
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tho affairs of govornmont; citizons who, though critical of governmonts,
aro at tho samo timo tolcrant of viows that civerge from thoir own and
who will not abuse public powoer in fawvour of scctional intcrests It
must producc oitizens who will rino above any petty parochialism and
raoial sentiments and who aro not afraié 4o meet the challenges of the
timos, In our pursult of this ideal sociciy we nced proper organisation
4o onsurc that we have a constant supply of an offcctive core of
potential leaders. We ncad to clucate our pupils to a scnsc of their
common destiny and intorast and to a commitment of thoir public duty.

Wo have tothink cut and to plan, not only what the best intercsts of
our society are at any givon timo, but olso how beet we can carry these
intorcsts to our mutual bonefit, The succossful performanco of those
wvaried functions cdepends upcn cortain, cloarly dofinod qualities. We
neod a will that is oricntated to a high purposc and is cedicated to the
pursuita of exccllonge. Vo necd to delincate these purposes clearly and
once wo have donc so, wo will pursuc them ccurageously. Woe nocd citizons
who are honest, sclf-rcliant and have a high Cogree of the sonsc of
rcsponsibility; and to the oxtont that wo arc able to produce thoso
citizons from our schools, do we contribute to the urgont and sacred
task of nation-building, I trust that my faith is not misplacod if I
say that all of you hore, teackors and olucationists, arc dedicated to

the proscoution of social cemocratic ideals that will ensurc our survival
in tho futuro as a viablo cconomic ond nationzl entity.
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