‘@ EMBARGOED UNTIL AFTER TELECAST ON CHANNEL 5
o o2l fi y

Transcript of an Interview with
Kr. Edward Heath, Leader of the
British Conservative Party,
recorded in the studios of
Television Singapore, on T.1l.'70

H;.»NoelgipLWeef"Ihe Right Honourable Edward Heath, Taader

of the British Conservative Party.

}Mr. Heath, before we proceed with this
interview I would like to congratulate you,
and I am sure many Singaporeans will want me
to congratulate you, on winning the £40-
mile ocean classic from Sydney to Hobart

in your 34-foot sloop, the Morning Cloud.

¥r. Edward Heath:Thank you very uuch indeed. We were
naturally very pleased to do it and we had
quite a good British success in all the

different classes in the racing.

While you were in Sydney, Mr. Heath, I see
that Mr. Gorton was the official etarter
of the race, and I tazke it that you have
hed & discussion with Mr. Gorton on

questions of mutuel interest.

Well, on this occasion 1 saw him after the
race because he very kindly invited me for
lunch with himself and his family in
Canberra. But that was purely a social

occasion. But of course I discussed the
whole question of defence in this part of
the world with him in the past on many
occasions.
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bii you find any shiff in his stand on the éubject
of joint Commonwealth force or is the australian
Governuent still resolutely firm on the comumitment

to station troopes in Singapore and Malaysia?

Well, you know, the Australian Government announced
the decision to keep forces here after 1971, and as

I understend it, that remains the Australian policy.

Mr, Heath, you have on severul occasions stated your .
party's policy on the Labour Government's plan of

th2 Eritish pull-out east of Suez by the end of 1971.

Do you mind epelling out once again your plan, for

ths bencfit of Singaporeans, why your party feels a
significant British prescnce here in this region

is essential?

No? at all. Of course¢, 1 will be delighted to.
This is one sphere, of course, in which*the
Conservative Party does diffcr completely froum

tha Labeour Government's proposals. They have
decided that they would withdraw all British forces
by thc end of 1971. The last date for General
Election in Britain is the 7th of iay, 1971. So
that is nine months almost before the date of
withdrawal. ' So when we become the government,
tharc will still be forces in Singapore-ilalaysmia
23 well as in the Fersicn Gulf. There won't
thercfore be any queation of British forces having
been vithdrawn and British forces coming back. It
will be & question that British forces are still here,

and vc £s a Conservative Governwent will halt the

withdrawal.
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Well, now let me explain our thinhing about this.

You see, it seems to us that greut prosperity has
I was here in 1 61 which

and T saw a great deal of the island during that
time. I was back here in 1566 in Januvary, that was
four years zgo. and on each occasion I've been
~ torough since, when I have been going to other places;

I heve seen the development going on apacé. This

’ morning I had the opportunit'y of flying 21l over the
island in a helicopter. And I wa immensely impressed
with the real remarkable achievements which have
been brought about in thc isiesnd. And of course,
I feel that we were able to meke & contribution to
these developments, and since independence you huve

been atle to build on tnem in a very remarkable way.

Now, the busié for nll of theme is confidence in the
future znd peace and stubility in the whole area.
ldalayeia is interested in this, Singapore is, Indonesia
is, the Philippines are. .nd so we ought to bhe able
and prepered to make & contribtution towards puace

and stebility here. Our friends want us to, If of
course, our friends didn't went us in the area and

want us to get out, that will be quite different.

But the Linlaysien Governwment wants us to stuy, the

Singapore Governuent wants us to stay. The

o

Indoncsizn Government has au equal interest in X
atatility. They have now got oa top of some of
thcir eccnomie problems. They want to ses the same

sort of progress and development and prosperity.

So that is a very important reason.
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The other reason is thot we in Britain are o great
trading nation. We live by our trade. Ve got no
otne¥ means of getting our livelinood. And gigreut
deal of our trade is with this area. We have a
greater investment here, our firms ere here. >And
so peace £nd progress and stability are in our own
interests as well. and the fortuncte thing is that
your interests &nd our interests coincide. 4Lnd shat
is the reeson why I think that we should waintnin a
presence here in order to meke our contribution

towards the stability of the zresa.

Yes. On economic developacnt and stability I would

like to, if I may, at the ¢nd of this interview come
back to you on it. In the meuntime, if I may, 1'11

proceed on defence.

~Yes. Purhaps 1 could have one other thing ahout
your dcfence. I was in Canberra 15 months ago and

T amadc a speech there stating out what our proposals
were in rether more detail. COCbviously I discussed
the first of all with the Muleysiun and Singupore
Governments and with the New Zealand and Australian
Governnmcnta. And the proposcl I put forward, was that
there should be & five-powcr Comuwonwealin force here
in 8in.zpore-Maloysiu. Thet would be the Singapore
contribution, tlaluysian Governuent's contribution,
New Zealond, Australian and ourselves. And we would
be able to use part of the bases here which are now
the propurty of the Singapore Governuent. So this
would meen that it wouldn't any longer be the
pradominently British force which hzs been in the

past, but this would be o co-operutive element; co-

operctive operation betwsen the five countries
coacerned.




Viee:
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Heath:

Of_course,vthis leade to the next point: people

say, how can you afford to do this? We can afford
tovmake & contritution to the five-power Commonwealth
force, tnd it is, after all, for each of us - your
go%ernmcnt, our goverament - & very modest ?nsurance
premium that to have stability and prosperity

coantinuing here. o .

I see you have deliberetely used the words 'five-
poﬁer Joint Commonwecalth defence force' rather than

an arrangement. Is that correct?
Yes, that is right.

Would you clerify, Mr. Heath, your idea of a
balanced Eritish contribution to this jeoint force

to be based in Singapore?

Wnat we propose here is that when we coue into
power, which will be before the withdrawal of the
forces, as I have said, we would discuss with the
other four Commonwealth Governments involved whot
contribution we would mzke in order to produce a
belanced viable force. Of course, this worning

I have been hoving discussions again udbout the
developuent of the Singapore defence forces. We
know roughly whut ure the contributions the other
countrics would make. But this can only finully
be scttled when we becoae the governwent. 4And
tnen we huve the cdvice of our own Chiefs-of-Stcff
and we cwn work it out with the other four

§)Ivernnents.



Yes., " But in the type of British defence in

Singzpore that you have in wind, when you tslk of
the deience force, is it logiczl to expect your
relicnce on lund-btased aircraft, for‘ihstance, to
protect your navel and ground forces here in the
event of & setting up of tnis joint defence force?
iPresuuably, I wean, you aust hoave your ground and
naval forces, in which cuase you wust huvg a protective
air cover. Would it be logicel to expect you to rely
on land-based aircraft? If so, then such airoraft
would hove to operate froa land bases in Singupore.
Would it be proper to ask you whether you have
diascussed this with lir. Lce Kuen Yew zbout the

leasing of soume of the base installations hexre?

Well, 2s you Lhnow, there will be @ suwall Singapore

air eleuent, and there are 2lso of course the air
bases in balaysia. So it isn't limited entirely

to Singtypore. 4nd in ract, I think this, from the
air force point of view, thcy couid operate frowm
lznd-boses. We shall, in‘any case at the tige that
I a2 t2lking zbout in 1971, still hove part of our
own carricr force in existence, 80 thuat guite wide

i

possibilities zre ogen to us.

if, as you s.y, soue of the lond-based Qircraft
could oper.te tfrom lulaysic, does that go also for
your ground forces? Is it likely thut ground forces
of this Counonwealth defence force could also be

stationed in ports of Mal-ysia?

I think there is, of course, thut possibility as
exactly the same wuy as part of the Comumonwsalth

brigc.de his been able %o be olutinned in Malaysia
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under the defence agreeuent. But thess are details

which can be worked out between the governuents

at the time as we come into power,

Yoy hove explained the reasons, Sir, that héve
influenced your party to a2dopt the policy of having
a British presence, kr. Heath, protection of
British interest und you also, I understand, saw
Singapore and iilaysia 2s the guteway to Austrulia
anl New Zealand whose security you are primarily

intercsted. Vould thut be correct?

We;l, I wouldn't suy "priacrily", no. In tﬁe
proposcls we put forwurd we are interested in tnhe
stability of this particulur wreo here of Sing;pore-
Malaysia. Ausgtrulic cuan of course make a méjor
contribution to her own defence. But I am sgure that
Auastrelia and New Zealand 2lso see their own
inferests represented here in Southeust Asia. Isn't
it the right wsy to look =t it, that all of our
interests coincide here and tnerefore the sensible
way is for us to work together? I don't taniuk we
got to argue about priuarily here or primatily
there. The plain 'fact is thot we all have a

cosaaon interest, thut we ©ll have the scme sord
ofésystem, we all have a greut desire to see

trade improve, we want to see wore investuent,
industricl developuent and so on, and we are all

in the stwe funily of the Cousonwealth., I think

it is guite natural thut we should work together

to help all our own intercsts.




Heath:

Yes. You have described algo Xr. Denis Healey's

plan of genercl capability os shor-sighted and

inalequ..te in one of the reports I huave read.‘ Could

you explain why you thought this was so?

Well, I think there are two reczsons. First of «ll,

_ probably the wmore import.nt rezson, is that if o

forca of this kind is to be effective then people

want to see that it's here on tne spot. The dangers
against which we want to guurd, in purticular those

of subversion frow the outside who wight try to
overthrow the stability and prosperity of this ares,
these drngers cin best be coubctted if those concerned
gee the effective forces here in which we are all.
joining; . if they see thzt it is nany thoussnds of
miles away, then they doubt =s to whether, when the

trouble comes, that forces will be brought jinto action:

That rcally, I think, is the mout importunt rewson.
Of course, the other reason is thut if you hove to

bring o foree in frou the outside, well, it haa got
to have time to be brought here; unless it!s going
to ncve only the lightest ¢i wewpons you've either

got to sture the runge of eguipuent here, which

Mr. Hecley is nut proposing to do, or you've got %0

bring it bere by sea wnich is . long time. And again,

us for as the people, the personnel thewselves are

concerned, then they got to be acclimatised to the
eliuzte which is quite different from anything we
have ot houe or in Burope and that again takes tiue.
I just reclised it ayself, hoving gone to Sydney

eg you suid to ruce in oy bozt, to realise how
guickly I had to accliuatise. Well, it took ue
soae tice. So these are all busic reasons why in

fret it is more effective to hrve the force here.
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Spe.king of external aggression, on this joint

_ Comwonwezlth force, Lir. He.th, do you envisége
that it will be set up purely for external dgzression
or is it likely to be wzde xvzilable for internal

use as well, in the event of trouble ir the country?

The ucin purpose of the force wust be to prevent

the stability being interfered with from outside.

Of course, as fur as lisluysia and Singapore are
concerned, their internul defence is their own
responsibility and they =2re orgunising their

police forces and s0 on to decl with it.

It has been suggested in svue guurters here thut

at best your purty would only be zble to achieve a
partial reversazl of the present British Governuent's
plan becouse by next Muy sizecble British forces
vould have left the region. But you say that

you uare guite sutisficd th.t by next Hay, by the
tizme the eleciiuvns cowe clong, there would be

enough forces to be adapted for this purticular

force.

Whet I om suying ie thut we the Britieh wowld
altogeth.er huve enough forces to be able to uanke

up a couponent here. You see, zgain it cogee bick
to the frct thuat both the governuents here &unt this
to happen. 4nd I emphasise if they didn'tiwunt'us
here, then the situation will be quite differenf.
They wont it to nuppen anl we wont to muke'ou:

contribution. We therefore can do it.




Heath:
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In an interview with Mr. David Feirhall, if I

tky bring beck this interview last Februcry you had
with hir, you said that the only threat to stability
which would reully require .Jcssive nilitary sffort
woull be a full-scale invasion frou Coumunist China
and you doubted at that tiae that this was likely.
But if it 4id happen, the United States and tther
countries weuld have at once becoue involved. Do

you still hold this view todcy?

I think broadly yes.. I think whet I said then was
right. If you are tulking about a direcf atteck
which is whit we were discussing, then I woulld have
thought thut was the only possible threct and I
jon't thirk now any wore than I did then thzt this
is iauedictely likely.

What I oo trying to get at, kr. Heuth, is: gJo you

think thet the United States cnd other countries
woull ot once becoue invoived in such an eventuality,
taking into considerwtion whot is happening in
Vietnau todey and the tewper of the Awmericon

people bock houe - do you still think thut after
Vietnin hLuerican ground forces could still be

couwitted in Southeast asia?

%ell, this is obviously a satter for the Awerican
people cnd the awericun Pregident theuselves. What
I was decling with was @ likelihool or at least

a poseibility, which is & question put to we, as to
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whether China as a great power snould suddenly

decide herself to launch a uwjor attack on Aéia,

then I think on all paat history it is to be very
difficult for the Awericans to reuzin unaffecped by
it., But I see no likelihcod of this at this uouent.
It is thcerefore a hypotheticcl question which we were

digecussing.

I meun, I au putting this up beciuse the US policy
in Vietnan, I‘think, is one of the areas of interest

that you zre looking into on this trip.

I az not going to Vietn.w on this occasion, no. I

was tnore lest in 1966.

But I wecn, in this tour, just before you left
London, I think you 4id uention thut you were sort
of trying tu get the views of tre leuders on this

U.S. policy in Vietnuw. Would thot be correct?

Well, I cu naturally interested in the reactiuns

of tne other countries outside Vietnzu und outside
the United Stztes us to whit is huppening there.

0f course, I find tuut ell the leulers in Southeust
Asie want to see a peuceful settleuent. And on the
other hand, they don't want to see the Ahuericans
withiraw and leave & country in a stete of chsos.
And so they recognise thut it hze to be a graiual

process in which the Presilent is now .aking |

progress.
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After you saw President Nixon last year, you made a
statement to the effect that your Party's plans fit in

well with U.S. policyﬁ You were convinced then, that not
only Britain, that if only Britein had made some continu-
ing effort in Southeest Asia, she will be able to influence

American policy in the area, does this hold true today?

Yes, that L21ds absolutely true. I am not suggesting for
a moment that ihe¢ americans shou'd take part in this
ope;ation in the 5-power force, because, I think, these
are obligeticns which can be assumed by the Commqnqealth
countries. America 8ti)1 has other obligations in Asia,
quite apart from Vietnam. But what I think the Americans
do Ceel is that the Commonwealth countries are here,
worring together in asia, then this is a good thing, and

v also mezns they feel that stability is being maintaincd

in a very important eres.

Do you foraee the day when the United States will only be

precpared to defend Asia across the Pacific Ocean and the

Chinz Sea, aB has been suggested time snd egain?

well, agaein this is & matter of Amcrican policy for which
I am not responsible. If you are saying “"Is imericz going
to withdraw inside a 'fortress' Amcrica?" I don't really
see thet possibility. No, neither do I forsee that
Azcrice is going to withdrzw from Europe.

But the suggestion hes been, that probably smerican forcos
will be prepared to defend Asia ascross the Pacific in

line with Jzpan, Taiwen, Philippines, right down the
Chinu Sea -

- bcoed on the islend chain?

Th.%'s right.




-13 -

#ell, as I understend, that has alw:ys been pert of
American strategy since 1945.

Are yotr plans on defence in Southezst Asiz ws it is todor-
1ikely to be drasticclly sdjusted in the event of = vast

Americen disengzgument in Vietnam or the pullous?

No, I don't think (so0) that would affect our position, as -
you would seu it from the basis of the argument which I
have becn putting to you znd the philosophy which lies
behind it. #hat I heve described to you'will sti?) reuni
true that stability in this srea is zll important beciuue

progress and prospurity deperd on it.
Wees Irrvspective of what the Americons do in Vietnam?

Hcoth: Yes, this is our policy =nd we adhere to it becrusc we

think it's in tnc interest of the irea,
Jdees Do you belicve in thie Domino theory, if I mey ask?

Hocth: Well, I believe that other countries around can be affactol.
I think, there is no doubt zbout thét at all, gnd the
Americ-ns realisc this full wel) and that is one of the
very important focctors in fhe w2y in which they zre

carrying out their policy.

If the Americans have had enough in Viectnom nnd puill out
now or in the future, can you really pin your foith on
SEATO holding the 1ine zlong the borders of Thailand, ia

the event of externzl cggression?

Well, we wre now noving into 2 who7y hypotheticzl spherec,

I don't - I have been in the British Foreign Office for
3 years and I know we have discussed forvign effcirs
. »
purely on thée bosis of pure’y hypotheticel situ-ations. I

don't think - as far -s I ¢in sce, the Americans are




_14-.

moving on a gradusl progrese towzrds a settlement in

Victnom. It m:y not be = written legal scvttlement but
it will become & de frncto settlement and I don't think
there ie re=1ly cny point in srguing zbout hypothetical

‘positions which agy never come zbout.

Now, can I ewitch to Indonesia? You were in Jakzrts for o

few hours?

Yes. ' : )
@

When you talked to »d-n Melik in Tondon sometime Tz8% ye-u?
Yes, he was there in October.

You s=id that hc hod wecepted the idea 6f c'COBmonwea1th
force in Sing.pore/Mz zyciz =nd that he hcod recogniscd

that such n force could ensure stibility and thot he also
welcomed it. In Jzkarta did you find the samé‘accept;ncc

from President Suhzrto?

1 found President Suharto very understznding with the
whdle of our policy. As far 2s Indunesia is eonccerned,
their interest is zlso stcbility, just =s much as it is

ours and yours.

I know you wouldn't 1like to discuss the t-7ke bec .use they
arc confidentizl but heve the Indonesizns offewed any new
ides or posture vis-a-vis the questicn of defence in this

region?

No, T didn't liscuss th.t with thea wnd X didn't ask then
tvo. My purpose wos tc explzin our own Conservitive policy.
In your ta'ks werc they concernel =bout the conpunist

penetration froa the North, s they have always been

concerned?
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Well, I didn't discuss this specifically with them eithor.
I wos discussing with them much wore the whcle question

of econcmic ~nd industrinl development of their country.

You s-id & 1little while =go that you have h-d = discussion
about the defence build-up in Singapore. I suppose you
are slso zware of the rzpid build~up of the defence forccs
in Singcpore for the pwst 2& years. Would yoﬁ gare to
comacnt on this build-up and how this will fit in with

your plan of 2 joint Commonwe=}th dcfence force?

1 have been very nuch inpresscd with what I heve seen on

this visit, with the progress which hus been made in

builiing.up the Singopore dufence forces. Obvipustly

these things t:kc time. You cun't crecte them overnight
and zbove 11 you can't creste officers end non-conuisgsicncl
officers with eXperience. Experience can only be guined
by tiae but apart frcm thzt I thigk, very good‘progress

is being mcde. And cbviously when we nre working out thce
Conmonwe:1th Jlefcnce force, what Singnapore is able to 1o,
and what Malaysia is zble t¢ do, will to a ccensiderable
extent, affect what the Australians 2nd New Zeslanders ond
oursc¢lves contribute, eni as you all know, the eaphnacis
here in Singzpore ie on the 12nd force together with the
pcvel and air force element =znld this is one of the thingo

which we recognise.

You seid you flew over Jurung this wmurning; if we could
?hange the subject now to the economic field -

- Yes, I flew over the whole of Sing:pore this corning.
Befure you left Jonden on this trip, I think you said

that you were trying to study ocal feeling, that British

industry-wze not doing enocugh in particip;fing in this

®
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new inilustrial luevelcepment in Sing:pcre. Are you proposing

to 16 anything czbout it?

Well, whet I hove found on this visit ies that nore invest-
ment from British industry woulil be welconed znd they
would 1ike to,see auvre firns cgming out, estab1gahing
theaeselves. Perheps I could a180 s2y, having tq]ked to
British businsssuen here as well as in Kuela Tunpur, tnat
perhaps sometimes the pub’ic doesn't 2lways re;{ise how
much ié geing on fron the existing firns. It is quite
nztural if the firu ccues out which hesn't been here

befure, then thot's coaaented upon - they sy  such such

a firs has arrived, it's British or sucrican or it's

Jdapsnese, whatevor it way be. A firn which is iere
elrealy and decides to use scue of ites profita fu invest
still further herc, dcesn't get ncticed in the sene way
end I think th=t cught Bisc to be understoocd. After all,
you got a 1ot of British firus or British industries
alrezly here ani tpey are reinvesting the profits whicn I
mentioned, trade -—nl! production, sc that they can exéani

still further.

Is it grue thot this is beczuse of the balznce of payaente
position that soue of the British industfies in Britsin

heve been liscourczged frua cuming out here?

This is quite true, yes. I knbw there are scme who woull
1like tc expanl here, and scue who would like to. come herc
to stort new foctories are not cble to do at the monent

beczuse of the restriqtlons on the expdrt of capital for

this purpose.
Do yuu see this being reueliel in the nut too listant

»
future? :
A2
L] ‘.
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We £ake a raother liffcrent view zbout overse:s invesfaenf
from the present British Guvernment. This is cnother
lifference between us. I fully recognise fhat while we
had these prebleus of the brlecnce >f puyuents which the
present Iabour Governnent had, it ie more difficpit to
invest oversens, and of course, 1 put forward, aé the
lealer of the Conscrvative Party, an economic policy

which I believe will mcke Britain strong economically

and enable us to'resume'investment OVErsecs.

It h:s buen suggested that this liscouriging of the
British inlustries is goo; on the shcrt-term but in the
long-tera British inlustries aay DiBS‘Out cn the gool

divilends. «oull ycu cgree cn this?

Well, notva aitter of wissiog out on divilenls, a asttar
of nissing ocut on very great copoortunities for trade is
well as fur actunl investnent anl builling up prant and
fzctory and so on.’ Of course, purhops one cther thing

I would 1like to zdl, that therc h.s beon some misuhler-
.stunling at hous os well ae out here, it is recily this:
thet becuzyse the Iwbiur Guvernaent hos cnnouncel ‘that
it's going to withldraow, the tot: withirawcl of‘Bfitish
forces here, soiae people =zt home huve tczken this to mean
thet we got no further interest in the whole of this arcco.
Anl sode pcople out here have sz2il t. ae, well we zare
going, thzt's the c¢nd of it, why shculd we hove British
equipmént, th should we buy, British goods enl éo cn inl
&9 this is =n attitudé which wc¢ got to change and of course
~ when we put our policy into effect,; we re éhowing fhat'
"we ore reuaininglﬁn the area. Then, I think people will

recognise thzt this Lc-ns trale anl investuent as well.
. £ : ST ' :

.
«

i T




" What, then, dc you see the role of the British investor,
the British trolel. in Scutheast asia in gencral end in

Singapore in p-rticular, sey in the next 3 or.5 years?

Well, I tﬁink this eree got the wost enurnoué op?ortuniticz
anl Sinéabore is rcclly et the centre of it eni fhe gre-t
op,ortuﬁities in Mcleysia anl the great cpportunities in
Inlcnesia. et I went to sce is the British traler
seizing these oppertunities. I 1o nut ask for sny epecial
treztuent ani 1 éay this: et hume, we British cre not
asking for specicl trestaent. A1 we cre csking is we
shceull be considsred cn cur cerits =2nl we got to be
prepered fo coapete with anyboly &lsc¢ nc uatter wpere

they ccoe frum. Beccuse we have been here for a: very

long tiwe, 150 yeors, there is no juestification for saying
we can s8it bxck znl expect tu go autouatical]y. not for
one acuent. Je got tc fight every inch of the WEY . Thit‘s

what I want to see.

New if I nmey just switch on Snc question on the British
entry into the Europcan Coumon Market; I think which is a
suﬁject;thzt is closest t¢ your heart. |

It's clcse. I woulidn't szy "c'csest".

fihen you left Tondlon, I think you s8:il that you wouli 1liko
to‘sort of swurvcy the iupzct on British entry into the
Ccason Market ospecially in Singzpore, Moleysie, Hongkong.
woulld you Vlike to szy what iapact this coulld have on
Singapore/iiaTayzia enl hﬁw it is going tc effect these

twe .countries if zt 11 by British entry?

Yes, I think your quclificetion is reslily, if st all -

"When I was louing .the negotiations-in 1961 to 1963, then

we found that very few probleas would reclly arise as far

i,
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es Malaysiz anl Singrpore weére cuncerned. After ald, frem

Molaysie there dre experts of raw azturials which we wont,
which Eurcpc wants. Mcst of then, there sre no duties

in Europe, in the Couwon Market enl that will nct proiuce
very szny problems. Hongkceng is a rather different
pituation anl that's why I ca going on to Heungkopg for 2
few lays in order tu liscuss with theu there what the

problews woulld be.

Mr. Heath, as tine is running ovut, une last question.
w3u1d you like to tell us your Party's chunces in the
foerthecning General Electicns znl 21sc what, cnce the
Conservative returned o pow.r, it will nave in store for

the Cou.onwealth znl for Southecost Aisia?

Thet is = very cretty big question.

Well, I think ev.ry cbserver woull agree thzt the chanccs
of the Conscrvative Iorty in the next genera)'eTegtivn,
when it c . aes, are &vvd, very g.-1. and if you 10k 2t
the by-e¢lectiins which we just hal, then y.u will see
~gain we had greot successes. Over the periil .f this
Farliauent we have goineil 12 seats fron the Tabour
G.vernaent which is a rvcorl in British p.litical histiry,
certainly a.lern tines. Aand as far as l.cal guvernucnt
is CJhccrnei, we have cupturel al..st the whole .f the
Tabour G:vernaent in Britzin todlzy. Ani s¢ I think on
ell of these critiuiic Lur chunces are very gocl indeed,

I an cne of thesc pevple whoe believe what natters is waot
pecple 1v in the pilling b.uths ani not sc much 2t this
stage what they sgy to pudbtic opinion polls, when they
heven't g.t t. noke o lecisicn. If there is a by-clectin,
they got sovote conl they make up their nminds anl that's
what is impurtant.k k u

N}
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. And-now you cek what 1o we holl when we come in as

a goverpaent and Epis is really asking for couplete

descriytion of our pulicies, isn't i%? But I can really

in soue way sumuarise like this: thet I aa not sgying to

the British people we will coue in as a gcvernment anl do
everytiaing for you. What I an saying iavwe will give you

the cpportunity t. schieve things for ycurself. RKow,

this is realiy I think the true key tc the Eritish

ciarecter. It is the besis c¢n which Briteain's pfcspcrity, '
success anl greztness was built up in the past and T aa
absolutely certain it is the basis on which we aust work

"

in the future.

Thank ycu very nuch Mr.Heath.




