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SPEECH BY iR. LIM KIM SAN, MINISTER FOR DEFENCE
AT THE OPENING OF THE SINGAPORE GENERAL AVIA

SERVICE CO, PRIVATE LTD. ON 30TH OCTO
10,00 AN, AT R.A.F. §m.s-m‘&"' 3

Distinguished guebts, ladies and gentlemen,

In ai address delivered some months ago at the kebl-
laying oeremony of one of our boats, I had ocoasion to say
that "the injection of defence spending into industrialisation
will act as a ontalyst in developing new skills and technology
to the benefit of the nation",

Thia then helps to explain the establiishmont of the
Singapore Ganeral Aviation Service Company Private Ltd. which
will engage in the development of the aviation industry in
Singspote.

With the rundown df the British bascs in Singaporo, the
R.A.F, handed tack to the Singaporo Government part of Soletar
airfield which is now namod Scletar Wost Camp. The facilities
handed over included the air-control tower, the runway, hanger
accommodation iind some buildings for genarsal enginearing and _
workshops, Tiese facilities are now being used bWy the Singee
pore Armed Forics Flying Training School for training owr
pilots. Thoss activities, however, do not provide for maximtm
uge of tha airfield and its fncilities and othor alternatec usce
have had to bec found cepecially whem tho rest of tho airfiold
is returned tc tho Government YWy 1971,
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I4 is proposod therefore that Seletar should become &

emall aipport catering for the smaller type of airorafts which __
are likcly to use Singapore. This would have thc added afyande
age of providing o facility which could develop exd produce,
ravenue in the future. It would enablo Poya Lebar to be oleared
of smaller airorsft and concentrcte upon intornctionzl scheduled
services, Seletar would take on all types of airoraft which
could opgrate from its short rumway; this would include charter
services, heliccptors, training aircraft, etc.

To encble Seletar airfield to meet this role it will be
necessary to make some renovetions to tho airfield to comply with
oivil oviation requiroments., To dovelop Seletar along these
lines it is necessary to have a supporting engineering and maine
4enance gervice, Henoce the iden wea mooted that o commercial
compony with Govornment partiocipation be formod to not only
provide these froilities but also to engage in othor activities
of the aviation industry, ?

To-day wo See the crystollisation of this idoa a8 wq moet
at this 6eremony: to mark the opening of the Singopore Ganeral
Aviation Servico Company Private Itd. - a joint enterprise
between the Govornment of Singapore and Hesfter de Havilland
Australia Proprietary Ltd.
~ 'I‘l:w objostives of thc company briefly, are io ocarry on
businees, in the provision of services to corporations and indivi-
duals engngod i1 gemeral aviaticn aotivities in South-east Asia
and elscyhoro, this will inolude among other things, airport remp
servioes; airfr:me overhaul and maintenance, the -ervioins;ot
avionios equipmont, the overhsul and servicing of airoraft engines,
oto.

The company will also undertake work for the Air Defenoe
Command of the Singapore Armed Forces.

To-dsy wo see in substantial terms Singepore®s first _
conoertedl effort to enter the aviation industry and in o spall
way to gpin a toe=hold in the spaoe age. "
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the aviation mdustry in Singaporo dmlops, Bo too.
will the level cf technologionl sophistication. %his in turn:
will m-qv}de oprortunities for our young men and women to engage
in many, many, exoiting and challenging fielde of teohnology.

L lle{u.:i.m t¢ be not only tha ziorvioing station of South-ecast
\ Asia dut also a centre of ideas for developmant and progrosa.
Our success, we hope, will encourage cthers, and thus help hring
peace and ' prosperity to this pnrt of the worlde

It gives me great plenmn'e, ladies and gentlanen, to
doolare open tho Singapore General Avimpion Service Company ,
Private Itd., and on your behalf and that of the Gavarnment, I
‘ wish the Gompam* every sucocess and prospe:rity.




