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SPEECH BY !IR. LIN GUAN HOO, POLITICAL SECRETARY TO THE
MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR & DEFENCE AT A DINNER HELD IN |
CELEBRATION CP NATIONAL DAY AND THE 150TH ANNIVERSLRY 1
OF THE FOUNDING OF SINGAPCRE AT THE BUKIT MERAH COMMUNITY

CENTRE ON THURSDAY, 21ST AUGUST, 1969 AT 7,30 P.M,

We in Singapore are celebrating National Day as well as the
150th Anniversary of the Founding of Singapore. The celchrations
reflect our firm conviction that we have a future in this part of
the world and a just pride in what all of us in Singapore have
achieved on all fronts up to this point of our history, As we
lock back on the last 150 years we should not forget the hard lessons
of the diffiocult znd challenging past from which our forefathors have
come, We neod t: analyse intclligently the trends of the prescat
and project a futwre that we can work at with all our might, This
is a time for new thinking and for locking ahead., Thio evening's
gathering is gymbclic in the sense that we are gethercd together to

express our commor feelings towards the Nation and in so doing to
rencw and augment our love and respect for our country. It also
shows our continuing commitmont to greatcr future effort. However,
there is and can te no locking back for any complacent self-congra~
tulation, though it will be with the springboard of the past that we
will meke our great locap forward into the futurc,

This ovaning we also have with us a numbur of our youths

from the Constitucncy who have bean sclected to do full-time serwvice
in the armed forccs, They will be given a training that will equip
them with the necessary miljtary skills and an cducation that ensures
that we will have dodicatedy lqyal and Mghly civio-conscious young
citizens who are always willing end able to play an cffectivce role in
nation-building., Those who have scrved naticnal service have already
been found jobs. And we also can notice great changos in the youths
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that hove! gene through notional scrvico.  Shy, quiot youth§ who hove
never had the opportunity of staying away from their homos for eny
length of timc have suddenly found confidence in themselves 'during
the pericd of basio training. They bccomc mere Sature and better
behaved, and parcrts are oftem pleasantly surpriced. Our jout_hs
also develop & preater sense of responsibility. All this goes to
show that we have been right in introducing national eemce. Beoent
events in South—eest Asia also drive hcme the point thot owx citizons
must be prepared for the worst if we wore all to live in acqurity.
There is no alterrative to the building up of our crmed foz=§oa. A1}
of us must learn to care for our collective security and Well-bcing,
and we rust be self-relisnt in matters of seourity. We in Singepore
have fully appreciated the urgency of the situaticn, and we have put
in great deal of ffort to meke Singapore safe, Behind the defenco
programmeg is the clemant of a historical an® humon perccption «== of
our peopls unlerstanding the chellenpee posc! to their smiﬁl.
They havejnou responled with imaginaticn and degped detcmiri..tion as
a oomum;y to plan, mobilise anl organiso thcemsolves for a.zw ahort
or long t¢rm evantuality.

No\man or nation emerges from out of nothing. ‘ We arc all
oircumscribod Yy (mz; history, commercial cricntation anl geographic
sise, Hhile it :is impossible to escape totally from these rcatrio= ‘
ting agents, our impotus for progross and cur belicf in it givo us
our strongth and hiope for the future,

An2 ‘whilo mankind may with & great cutburst of. inrm1uty,
break the:iron pull of gravity and reach for thc moon, yot it is
not among colostial constollations that the solutions affecting the
world oan ;be founls Whilo an oventful and exciting trip cﬁuld now
be made to the moomy, still the actunl day to day business of harsh
human exisgtence have t¢ bo lived on earth. 4And in a poriod when
Soience promises to ushor in en era of abundlance in which aeveryone
will be heppy, it is paradoxical incoed that millions to&‘.ay %are astill
in a grip of spreading famine anl a fceeling of even greater ‘insec\u'ity.
So it is today that we are building with great cere znd cost our own
defence. 3 Likewise perhaps, when some of the excitements oﬂ thc harsh-
ovents in;South-exst Asia has diod down, let us hopc thot we may all
ba the more sobur and astuto in owr asscssment of our gcnerél overall
seoubity. and defeaco positione o
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Ve arc quite olear that our dofence build~up and the establisle:
ment of jour units, schools and boses must be accompaniod 17 an increase
in the quality of our tough training and the quality of our organised
and collective relaticnshipe Thet is to say & strcné foundation of
viable disoipline, evidencod in & dynamic thrust of morale, of proumpt
and yeady co-operatian must be maintained. Tho ultimate test of
morale as it wore, ie that when the ohips are down, whother our men
have the stemina anl tonacity to hold on, to séruggle on .apd in the
final accounting to give of their lives in the protection ;of our
pecple,. ;

This strength of character, this unity of purposec can ocoms
about only if we are ablu tc make conscious to the und.erst‘andine of
our yon*h ~= indeed to ow* whole nation — the sharp pemils. the o
foxﬂdaple challenges and opportunities cf tho times in whioh we are
l.:i.v:‘.ns.1

If we uaderstand all this and if all of us can stpqd toguther’
as & oochesive and Holl-organiud. community, we will be ubi‘e to build
a stronger end more porsperous natione



