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. . SPEECH 3Y MR. LIM GUAN HOO, POLITICAL SECRETARY,
MINISTR( OF THE INTERIOR AND IEFENCE, AT THE
OPENING CEREMONY OF THE FORCES EXHIBITION AT BEACH

BOAD CAIP ON SATURDAY, STH JULY, 1969 AT 11,00 A.M,

I am very pleased to be here this morning to offioiate
at the Opening Ceremony of the Foroes Exhibition., The past weeks
have been busy, exciting and time-consuming for members of the -
Ammed Forces and the Police in preparation for the Parades, the
Polioe/Militsry Display and this Exhibition, for considexable
effort and thinking have been put into the oxganisation of all
these aptivities,

We have little time and resouroces to fritter away on
eexemonies, parades end on pomp and show. But we have to get
the public tc know more about our forces and to see for themselves
what really is involved in developing and strengthening our
seourity system,

Our security forces are essential citizens® foroes and
all along there has been a link with the citizens from the earliest
days of the Listory of Singapore. There has been citizen paxti-
eipation in security all the time., The spirit of voluntoering
whether in tle Special Constabulary, the Vigilante Corps, the
Singaspore Volumboer Coxrps or the Pcople!s Defence Force shows the
deep concorn of our people for their ov‘m security and that of their
follow men. Thus tho build-up of our sccurity forces has very practical
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Singaporc is justly proud of her sccurity forcos. This pride s
born of solid achiovement, hard work, and sacrifice is refleqted in the
dignity and colsur of tho Exhbition. In building up our own sscurity,
we have to our advantage a young and cnergotic population to provide the
sinews foxiour Citizons! Forces. The Exhibition relecte the natamine.tion
of our people who havo takon on their shoulders fully the wei@:t of true
nationhoods

The Exhibition which is to colebrate tho 150th Ann:lvbrsuy of tho
Founding of Singapors, will elsgo give much information ctt the‘,dovelopmént
of the for&es in historical perspective. Singapore has changéd considoradbly
during these 15 years. It has grown from a mud-flat of e fishing villegu
t0 =z metropolis of over two million people with the sccond highéht
standard of living in Asis. Although 150 years is a short time in the historr
of a people, the political and securlty situation has changed drastically.
Our people -hava gone through different phasos of history, and‘st each
phagse our seourity forces have made their distinctive oontrihp.tion.

we) have overcome numerous difficulties of the past and we have ‘
emorged with greater dotexmmination and strongth., We have been confronted
with a mmﬁpr of important decisions from which we did not fljnch even
though we knew tiat such decisions mizht well alter the destiny of our
paeoplae., One of those docisions is tho introduction of National Sorvice,

Today, 've arc making progress on all fronts, and it ghows thet our
people arc moating the challenges confrontin. us with £im determinetion
end unbonding will, But wo must anticipate the future, It is with this
apirdt that the Ixhibition is organisod, Tho outlook of the Exhibition is
towards tho futwe. It gives us an understanding of the rola bf youth in
nation-building ihrought scxvice in tho Armed Forces and the Police now,
but it also ;points tho way to groater contribution by our youth in the
future. And it shows how our scourity forces are to devolop ih a socioty
which is reéchin.g out towards now frontiors not only in indnaﬁ:ialization
and commorca, but in the secocurity sphore as well., The knynota*} is: Our
future is what we mako of it. [

Finelly, I would like to congratulato the Organisers of this
Exhibition for thair effort and initiativo in making the Mib#tion
possible. In partioular, I would also like to thank the British Govornment
for thoir co-oporation and assistance in this project, I now|declaxo the
Exhibition open., Thank you. !
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