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SPKECH BY MR. LIM GUAH HOO, POL. S3C. MeIeDe
u.r. FOR mncm' nmwi FUR THE orm‘.a caanton

This year, 1969, marks the 150th anniversary of the touhdinc
of Binguporee 1969 also marks the 10th umivorury ot tho propnt ‘
government. uﬂnn the present government came into omoo 1n 1?59
one of its -o-* important plans, was the oduoation ot our o.hudrono
Lduoation was fo bs universal, sohooh were to be bu:ut vory eridly
and teachers te be trained to meet this very urgont med. W, we
have achieved gur aim of providing every child with at 1out 1b you--
of ed_mticn r#on the age of 6. ny the end of lut :ou-. 520.000 of

‘our ghildren ~ ‘ono cuarter of our total population - wore in syhool.

Bukit M¢rah Seoondary bohool was completed and handed over
to the linxatq of iduoation on 28th Deoember 1967. On 4th

January 2968, ghildren in this oon-titnmy .tutod to u.ttand yho
Schools DBukit Meral Secondary School is the 10lst noho.o:!. buu‘it
by the pressat ;iGovorm,ont. It is a modern eohoo; tpat wi;l -oTt
the needs of owr societye If you ocompare Bukit Iara.h &oondary
School with IOI. of the older seovndary sahools, you nu f:lnd tha.t
it has many faoilit;n that t.ho older sohools do not ha.v.. ‘l.tT
804001 hus rivq Soi:nce laboratories, three Domestio Soianco r?on.

8. T.Vo room, aqd moet important of all, ra.cnitios for teoluuogl

. educations -otal workshops, wood worknhop, blaomith room, bu#ldins

oonstruction roo-. polil!u.ug room, technioal dra.ving roo-, sto%o rooms

and other facijities. Like the other modern -ooondu.ry -ohoolmin

our oomntiry, tu- school has been built to meet the ohnuso- in *»onr

education system. This school will neet the present noed. to qphuiu

languages, sathematios, moience, doméstic ncienoo. -technical oquontion

- and physioal oqucation. These taouitien have been providod c7 great
‘cowt = the buildinge cost 81-1 million and the oqu.tp-cnt auothqr

t280. 000, . ﬂi




Our oomun:l.v is changing x-apidl,y from da‘oendcnoa on trndo
alone to an eqpmixs both on trade and indnstryt our schools nmct
also change. Bukit lterah Scoouduy ‘School is a reflaotion of this
ohnngine onphuln. With the increasing tempo of induatrialisation, !
there j.a an 1noroa.una domaad for trainod oparatives, mﬁnda and 4
techniocians. This can only be met if our young oitisons graduate !
from aohooll equipped with a techniocal education and tiafned. tn
uornhop pra.ouoc.

Bukit Merah Constituenoy has also changed markedly in these . ”;
last 10 years« In 1§59, Bukit Merah was an ‘under-dieveloped’ areat
a slum area without eleotricity, water, or public health facilities.
There uaé alsé a very low population density. The pioturs vin'1959
is vory diffonntt there is the Leng Kee Road Lizht Induntria} Aren -
and tho Bukit l(ez-ah Light Industrial Area. In these two areas, there
are many faotor.ten for ongiueermg. paints, ocar assenbly and’ printins.
Kore tw%orio: wil.. come up with the oonplotion of the aoun-itoroy
flattod fsotories noross the road. Instead of the attap lmtl 48 now
have fivo-atoroy. O=storey and lo-storey fluts., There are nbx some
52.000 people liviag in these housi: g estates. People living in-
these flate hgw all the modern convenisaces: eleotricity forl lighting
aad power, gnjs for hcatin, and cooking, piped water for all uses,
uator—ou-riag’a systen and ochutes for the removal of al: waste. The
standard of public health in tho aonatitusncy has improved -tremencously
as a resulte u And now, with the oponing of Bukit Merah Secondary School,
we huve a modiern secondary sonool there,

Dukit Kerah Secondary Soho.l is not just another iohqol. It
i@ more than thate The Sohool hds veen planned o provide.an sduoation
which ocaters for the all round dnvolopneﬁt of tho pupile. It will
holp to 1:m=ni.nL our youn; citisens 80 that when they leave. school, they
can £it into societye In addition to the need to train physfoally £it
and knouledgq‘a.blc pupils, there is the qually urgent tssk ot?inouloatina
oorrect attifude- and values in our young oitisens. There -#n be a
conoern and gense of qommitment to the Nation and our oomunity. Qur

‘young citisess muet be imbibed wita such quulities in order to play an
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orfocth% role in sooietys. Charactor training is an enisenﬂ.ul

part of oducati,on. luoh depends upon tho Sohool und the teachdr-. but
equally upo:rtctzt is thq parent®s anpuortxve role in tha eduou#on of’
our younge Pmntal partioipation in the oduoative process oiﬁhor
throvgl)a ‘O.Z‘O,B.tiqﬂs oppurtunities for learnin: 'to take plme “at’ h+o or
through onocmrugeuom; or interest shown in the child's ichﬁoi #tivitian,
Our yox’th are the load.r- of tomorrowe It :la for this tx-euwn
taal oduoation :la 80 ulportunt for it ceals with the future or ioux' young
oitisens who nust be guided uul prepared for their mtu.re roloq in
scoiety by providing opportunities for initiutive a.ud_ leudouhiﬁp as
individuals or membars of groups. Our youta conatituto one of “\*'oux‘"
most importaat natioral assets. Thoy have a detlermining role io play
in deqiding yha;t kind of a sooiety we are going to be and in'uljat:
direction our nation is moving. ' ' 'i A
we havq gone a lon¢ wzy in dnvoloping our aduo&tlona.l q.yato-,
and what we hmqo achi: vcd is re!‘leotod in the grouing pusber o{? educated
young people 11 Bin-awre. The present age is often rnfarrod to in
tom- of its nﬁhievemnt- as the uze of a.nuuatria.lisation. of *oohmloa
and noch&nis;uon, of mz.tionax oxploits and intarnatiunal ooopwrahun.
Thus this age .‘gs one whose characoteristic expressions are a restless
dynamism, cea.sczlesl inquiry, contimuwl change and ever—preunt?
obsclesoonce. ;Viowod from this content, education in general an-t be
able to adapt i.:taolt’ to a new frame of reference provided by tﬁis ag8.
shat uo rust have is not only an education that fits tlga pattern
of things in oqr society, it muat be quality educati:n., It omot te an
eduoation oonq:x d to the four walls of the olassroome No man caﬁ be

an island, and no =chosl oan be a true community unless it is ¢onmcious of

!
the wider uorld outside the Bochool gates. Partioipation in extra~

ourrioular activities including membership in uniformed o:ganisations

. 1ike School Cudet Corps, Polioe Cadet Corps, will help to bro

outlook and ox)loriemo and oontribute towards building the character of
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our youthe ‘Partioipation in oommunity service is equally 1jportah€.

! ,
It iz » :ox-u‘; of oharacter~traiuing, oand ia of direot benefiy to owr -

tol_l;og oiti?enn.
It is useful to remind ourselves that the sohool oox#nmta
is an oxtunftion or a part of the comunity at large. It isioften’

said that p?pils are to study fisst and oquip thenselves fo# future -

. oontri‘buﬂops 10 evcietye This is 100 simple a view for th¢ modern

fost-changins soodetye Our youth in schcol must be orgunised to

feol that t;h‘j are already contridbuting tov societye For uhfu.t we

are, what v* have achieved are inextricably bouni with others in the
oommuni ty, Pnd tho things we enjoy is to v large meusure dus to the
effort of wr forefathers who through sheor hard uo}k', end\;ranoo

and initiaﬁivo. had laid the foundation of wnhat 3ingapore ﬂ:e today,
If we are to build a good future for ourselves and t;or o;n' fohudron
<nd our on{m;on'- ‘ohildren, we must have the same rusged apirit, the
saie grit gnd determination as those who oame bofore us. The future
"_' what we jgmako o it, vna with thie thought I wish Pukit !orlh

Secondary $ochool zll the best for the future. Thank you.
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