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SING.,PORE GOVIIMIENT PiESS STLTLEENI

SPEECH OF MR. YONG NYUK LlW, MINISTER FOR COMMUNICATIONS,
AT THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF TilE QUEENSTOWN DRIVING TEST )
CENTRE, COMMONWEALTH AVENUE, UN SUNDAY, 23RD FEBRUARY,

19¢9 AT 2000 HOURS.

Qur Road Transport problem
can be improved, step-by-step.

It is my pleasurs and privilege to welcome you tonight,
on the cccasion of the official opening of this $é85,0b0
Queenstown Driving Test Centre, which has been in operation
since December 1968, or 2 months ago.
Thank C.C.C.
2. First of all, may I say how much I appreéiate the kind
words expressed in the speech of Mr. Soh Kim Xang, Chairmsn of
the C.C.C. of City South District, which District covers a very
large part of Singapore, namely,the constituencies of Alexandra,
Bukit Hc Swee, Bukit Merah, Deltea, Pasir Panjang, Queenstown,
Telok Blangsh and Tiong Bahru. I have always found the C.C.C.
most helpful and co-cperative in the work of whichever Ministry
I happen to be., For examﬁle, in my last Ministry, that of Health,
the CCC went out of their way to amssist me to ensure the success
of the registration and re-siting of Pasar Malame, thnoughout
Singapore. In my own constituency of Geylang West, my CCC werc

the first, to resclve the re-siting of Hawkers in any one

constituency.

i- Now that I have taken over the Ministry of Communications,

8 CCCs have kindly come forward to grace this occasion and I am
moat grateful to them for their strong support and also to thank
them for their generosity in bearing the expenses for‘the

refreshments for tonight, too.

Transport problem can be improved,
step-bx—sfeg.

3. We are all aware that the Road Transport problem in

Singapore is one of considerable magnitude which affects the
day-to~day life of almost everyone in Singapore. There are .
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unfortunaﬁely, compleintse from all sides. He would be a brave

man indedd, if he darcs to say that he can solve this problem!
There are transport problems in every town and éity, some bad,
some even worse than ours, but that does not mean that we cannot
try to improve the situation and that is cxactly what we intend
to do, step-by-step.

gueenstowﬂ Driving Test Centre i

is_the first successful step forward.

4. I am pleased to say that this new Driving Test Centre is
one such positive sten which is au 1-orove:ent on the viast.
ﬂlthou"u there are only 7 testers or § o the totwl nunber of
testers on the estublishnent of 22, gnd this Centre has been
operating fr o:ly 2 months, it is ulrcady carrmyiang 507 of the
work lozd from the msin Driving Test Centre at Haxwell Road.
Congestion at llaxwell Roza fjriving Test Cen'tre hus accordingly
been rcelieved wid the large nunder of Erovisiocal dolving Licence
holders arc vei.:. spered much inconvenienca,

There is no doudbt that with our Covernceat's aaavoth
Urban renewel scheme in pProgrcess, liexwell Road Driving Test
Contre cany.".ot re.ain long where it is uad 4t is our ‘intention
to ‘clo this jown, us scon us & suitahle site con b; tound on
the easiern sidc of Singenapa.
Img___va rocoiures i'or Driving Tests
with efifect Irom April 19'6§.—_L£““"

5. Although Singn ore streocts s e alr:ady hcuovily congestz=d

with motor vchielces, the elawour for o ariving 1icc'¥:e coantinunace
to be very high. In faet, there are =8 neny s 112,00C holders
of Provisin.ial Driving Licences in Singansre, tolay.

As thosc who oualify for Iriving Licences ara; recuired to
pass 2 tests, onc thce Mighway Codc and scecond tho driving tcst
proper and suach Testoer e~n, at most, cersonally conduct 20 tests
per day end thurc arc oanly 22 Tcsters on the approved establish-
ment, 14 is clcar that the tack-log wlll never be cleared, if

the prcscnt system of testlig continues, without change.
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One‘rcady anowor for change, -would be to ompl§y nore
Tcsters, MNosi provlems, in I'sct, eczn by rcsolved, ir thicre is
the monoy o do 1%. as you know in the recent Budgot lor
15 nonths (January 196S/i.urch 1970) of over +1 ,000 mﬁllion, the
sur of 250 million or onc-guaricr o. budget has beon sllocs Led

for the Hinlstry of Delfence! .c %ill 1 crczse the nuiber of

Tcsters but‘ there is alweys @ limit ¢ thc nuaber thrt esn @ ¢
employed aud rceruited, .

‘ Theﬁc is anothce though nore Aiificult way to rcsolve the
matter and thot is how to rc~organise and sl plify proccdure
and to overgome ottlenceks, without asking for more money from

Treasury. .
Failure rate 8 over 708 - whien is_ton hipgh!

6. It may snot be generally known cxcept to the thousunds of
frustroted holders of Provisional Driving Licences that tho
average failurc ratc ig over 70%%,which is too high! Lot me assurc
you, howuver, thut vie do Dot intend to lovicr standards of testing
-~ ch no, we will maintain high Btandarde, ii only for the Bas ety
of onr peoyle, but we can cnsure thot the presont hw,u: fuilure
rate 1is broQ.r;.\t Aovmy by o 6iag conges tlon, c‘;-adicati;ng bot tlc~
necks and infor-ing Provisional nHriv: 2 Licence holdcr;s vitere
their def'ects arc, 8o thet thoy cun rceewily then Carlyj and gonin
their Nriving Licences, without repextod snilurcs for w-at of
a guidings hand,
ritten test for ilighway Code

to be 111trod1:1ced.as an altermative.

test ‘
7. At prescnt, the Highvay Code/hss tu te done orszliy. As

only onc candidate ean be cxesnincd orslly by ong Tcster, the timc
faetor involved coupled with limited nusber of Testcrs aveilanle
means that thousands who can take and pans the 1I""ghway Code tc,:?at
are being fox%ce:d to wait, fop months, for zn a:nointment,

iwhy nqt a writien test, as an al'iu:rnativ;;, 80 th’at
hundreds can take the test, at one 8itting? This we will offcwr,
a8 from April this year, The oral test will, orf course, continue

to be glven, 11”' the candldote asks fur it.
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Pailv in drivin ests
will be o where the o_wrong,
TS, WNOTe they go wrong

8. At Present, fop some mysterious reason, those,who fail
their practical driving tests are Dot told where they went wrong.
This does not help the poor candidate, at al1. Sureiy, it helps
the poor candidate to be told where his defects are, so that he
can concentrate in improving ana correcting his particular
Weaknesa, before taking the next test. '

Well, we have decided to list out 10 major faults and 20
ninor faults ag per list attached. Those who commit 1 major
fault op 5 minor fgults will have to appear for another practical
driving test, ‘

With the above 2 innovations, we hope to see a better
bercentage of passes instead of the present 30%, Last year,
only 20,000 new Driving Licences wers issued. We believe this
figure will improve, by the ena of this year.

9. A8 you know, with effect from 1st February or3 weeks ago,
Driving Licence holders could rencw their licences at '15 Post
Offices instead of only at Registry of Vehicles, M1ddls Road.
This deocensraligation has greatly reduced congestion at Middle
Road and I am glad tu agy the public is rcsponding well, to the
new scheme. The trend of €xleection has been so favourable that
We expect a 50% increase in revenue fpop this source for this
year, as compared with 1968, ‘
Iransport Advisory Board

10. In conclusion, I wish to disclose that at the end of
last month (3 weeks ago) I received an interdm report ‘from

the Transport Advisory Board Which was formed 4y August 1968,
The TAQ has submitted a number 'of recommendations on the .
following subjects:- '




(1) queueing'at Bus stops,

(i1) Printing of schedules showing Bus routes,
Boxrvice intervals, etc.,

(111) ' Compulsory wearing of crash helmets,
(iv) special Taxis.

i am now studying these réecommendations and will make a suitable

announcement as soon as T am able to decide how much and how far
~"- their receommendations ean b6 accepted and when they will be

implemented. ‘ |

It 18 now hy pleasure to declare this Centre officially
open, ‘

FEERUARY 23, 1969, (Tino iasuods 1600 hours )
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