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MY PUBLIC STATEMENT

I, TEO CHYE XIONG, was korn in Singapore and am
34 years old., I have engaged in pro-Communist activities sincc
1954, and was arrested on 28,10,1966, Since my arrest, I have
s0berly considerced my post life and the politicel and econonic
situction in Singapore. I have discovcred to my shame that I
had allowed myself to be misled and exploited by pre-Communist
and Communist elements into doing actions which arc harmful to
the peoplc and the State of gingapcrc. I makc this Statement
in the hope that other people will have Lgheir eyes opencd to
the ovil Communist threcat din our nldst.
2e I comc frer o poor family. When I was in Tuan
Mong School, I worked diligently and my rcsults were not bad.
In 1954, howcver, the Communists incited Chinese middle school
students to opposc the National Servicc Ordinance, I was then
13 ycars old, and eligible for civil defence training . FONG
LAT U2H, a pro-Comnmunist clascnate, persuaded me to take part
in a camp-in launched by the pro-Coununist student Dclegation
for Exemption from National Serviee, becouse, he alleged, the
British impcrialists were sending students to be connon fodder.
tJithout thinking, I took part in the comp-in ot Chincse High
School, I was put in a group of over 20 students; under thce
leadership of TLN XOK SIM, we studicd the May 13th Incident =nd
the political situation at home and abroad. Wec also sapg Communist
songs like "Unity is Strength'', "Do not be soldiers®, "May 13
Song', "/hat Does Imprisonment matter?s,

e In July/August that ycar, after thc camp-in had
cnded, FONG LAI WAH rcconnended ne to join a secret cell becausc
of ny 'bravery' during the camp-in. He ordercd me mot to tell
anyone oabout the ceoll as it was secret , The cell was conposcd
of b gembers: FONG LAI WAH (cell leader), ONG KAH LAI, THAI Wail
HENG and I. #e mct at ONG's housc twice weekly to study tPhilo~-
sophy of Life', 'The Purposc of Studics', 'May 13 Incidcnt', wnd
S0 on,

4, At the end of 195%, CH2W LIE MENG, a pro-Cornunist
student, told ne that internationally, students had the right te
apply for exenption fron National Service, He told ne not to
register for National Service., Misguided by his propoganda

and deception, I refuscd to report for National Servicece I woo
prosccuted and jailed for &4 months.

Se In Septenmber 1956, the Connunists set up the
Singapore Chincse Middle School Students' Union and later launchod
the 'September 26t camp-in. I took part in the canp-in at

Chung Cheng High School., As I wasted nost of my time on pro-
Coxniunist activities, I neglected ny studies and failed the

Scnior [diddle III Examination in 1957. Without qualifications

I could not get a jobe.

6. In carly 1958, a pro-Conmrunist ex=-schoolmate
of nine, CHUA WEE NEI, introduced me to KANG WOON LIM, an
official of the Singupore General Zmployees! Union, on whose
reconmendation I kept accounts and a2ttended to some Union
affairs, without pay. 4 few nmonths later, CHUA was arrested
for subversive activitics and I took over the accounts, How-
ever, it was only in 1961 that XANG WOON LIM told me he was
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satisfied with my work in the SGEU cnd that he'f?lly trgsted

rie a8 1 had been active in pro-Conmunist activities durlng oy
high school days. He made a reccmmendaticn to ?he Executive
Comuiittee that I should be aoppointed o Paid Offlcial. Shortly N
afterwcrds, the 3GEU Chairman, TAN TECK H%H! inforned ne thatﬂghu
GGEU had agrecd to appoint me as Paid Officiczl, Although I ha
worked faithfully for the Comunists for nany years, they werec s
only willing tc explcit e for nmy labour cnd never rea}ly t{uste
iies I thus realised how difficult and how nany years it takes

to goin the trust of the pro-Cencunists. They ldve in a world

of distrust,

7o After thc LGEU was do-registered for pro-goupunlﬁt
subversivo activities in October 1963, TE0 ZHAW BOEY, Cheirnon of
the pro-Comnunist ..nzlganated Maleyan Pincepple Workers! Union,
invited me to become Paid Sectectary of his union, because thelr
Paid Secretary, ANG KOON PIKG, hod been detained on 2.2.63. I
cgreed to take the job, and eubarked on o scries of pro-Cernunist
acts detrinental to the security of Singapore.

8. In early 1964, thc Government announced plans for
Naticnzl 3ervice, LEZ PENG LIN, Choirman of the p;o-C9z;ugls?
Singapore Coruiercial Youse & Factory Employces' Unlon,lgltlatud
a delegotes meeting of 30 pro-Cormunist unionss Attending the
neeting 2s a representative of the AMPW?. I endorsed the plan to
carry out anti~-Notional Service activities, A w§rkin§ Sub-
Comnittee running these activities was set up, with LEE PENG LIN
and other pro-Comrmunists as its officials. In 1965, I took part
in an illegal May Day dcrmonstration in Jalan Besar.,

9. In 1966, CHUA AH CHIK, LAI CHOY KOON and others

in the Trade Union Sub-Comnittec dealing with the Trade Unions
(foendiient) Ordinance planned the preszentztiocn of a petition to
the ilinistry of Lobour. At a delegotes mceting, I instigated thc
workers to prctest against the Government. As a result of the
unrest created by the agitzoticn of Comumunist United Front organi-

sations con various issues, the Goverament arrested a number of
the persons responsible, including nyself.

10. - iWhen I first entercd prison, life was not too bad.
Yie learnt Chinese pugilisn, playcd draughts, or rezd newspapers
cnd books. I also planted flowers and vegctables., At night, we
watched television. Loter on, we elected a Livelihood Gomaittoec
conprising LIM CHIN SIONG, TOH CHENG KAH and LAI SEN CHONG, tc
lock after our daily supply of food, drinks, newspapers and cthur
things. This Conmittee, however, soon bcgon to dominate ocur very
livess Hunger strikes were organised on May Doy and cther
'specialt days. In May 1967, despite there being more then encugh
fcod to eat every day, we demanded better food ond living condi-
tions. When our demands were not net, we went on a hunzer strikec.
There wos tremendous tension anongst the detainces and quarrels
broke out, Thus, we wested more and more of .ur tire on hunger
strikes over trivial things, or on quarrelling with each-other,

11, Fronm ny years of experience in the pro-Conmunist

trade unions and from ny personal observations in prison, T can

no longer subscribe to the Communist ideoclogy. The Corr:unist

United Front elemcnts are controlling and using pro-Communist

unions to carry out anti-Government subversive activities to

aclileve their pclitical plots, rezardless of the workers! intcrosts.
Often, for no valid reasons, they launched illegal strikes cnd
denonstrations, causing suffering to the workers, I an dis-
illusioned with their pronises of freedcn, equality and brotherhco.,
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The (Qzechs have had their freedon taken away by their Soviet
tbrothers's The Comnmunist United Front leaders I have mot are
certainly better off than their blind followers - even when they
cre in prison! Also, anyone can see theot the Russion, Chincse

ond other Counmunist leaders cre better dressed, better fed and
cuck better off than the common pecople, their so-called 'conrades?t.
-nd at 2 tinme when the pecple of 3ingapore are fighting for

their economic survival, the Coumunists are calling for lextra-
Perliamentary struggle', ond possibly arnmed struggle, which would
wreck thc econony and put thousands out of job., This is madncsod
I now want tc turn owcy from zuch nodness and lead & peaceful

and nore prcductive life in 3ingapore,

TEO CHYE HIONG

28.10.1968



