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TEXT OF SPEECH BY THE T ISTER FOR_EDUCATIUN, MR, ONG PANG

BOON, AT THE TEACHERST DAY RALLY HELD IN TEE CHINESE CUAMLER
OF COMMERCE AUDITORLUN .CW SATURDAY, JUNE 1, AT 9.30 A.M.

Once sgain we are gather

od here to celebrats Tcachers! Day, = day

sct aside for students to rericnber the debt of zratitude they owe tc

their teachers, and for the ¢
dedication to the heavy rosyo
In reviewing your profes
you will no doubt find nany o
to be proud; thore will also
been barely.satiafactory, and
obviously neoded. Among the
nade in wider and kecner part
curriculsxr activity. Here, %

cnchers thomselves t5 renew their
nsibilitice of their pr-fession.

sicnal activities over thea past ycar,
shicvvements of which you have roagon

bo other zreas in which prosress has
quite o few whoro improvement is
successes, wo' might include the progress
icipation in all forms of oxtra-—

ne Tions Bzhru Integrated Sccondary

Schoul's recent expedition to scale Mount Kinabalu wag a shining
cxanple of initiative and rioncering spirit. There has also becn

a noticeable increase in the

number of toachers t2king up community

cervice of ona kind or anothor, thus forging = valuable link bstween

the school and adult scciety.

Scwme of the older students have been

called up for part-time national service, and this intermingling

of mature students from Airee
training in the national cous
which must bo benuficial to «

rent lansuace streams undergoing rigo_cug
0 presents a new form of integration

voryone ooncerned. By such mesng, tho

problems of the school and of oducation generally are brought homes
to the man in the street, and the harsh rcalities of life and of

problems on 2 national scalo
this is to the good.

At the other end of tho
disarpointments. I shzll mon

arc brought back to the classroom. All

scale, there kave becn some major
tion only two. The first concorns the

teaching of the second languege, Particularly the teaching of Chinese
in English schouls. Here, the results have fallen far short of®
cxpoctations. It would not bo fair to put the blame entirely on tho

- 8ccond language teachers, for a great deal of the direction, the drive,

nceessary for successful socond language teaching depends on the

brinecipal of the school. ;-

this I d0 not mean that the principal

should bully his socond languas;e tcachers into groator effort, What I

moan is that the ultimato Succoss or failure of our second lan;:uagpe

policy depends on whaether o
tho principals, on whothor )
in thie matter. Admittedly,

Lave the whole-hearted ov~opceration of
CY are proparcd to take a personal interost
thoro are othor factors which may account

for our singular lacikc of progress in this dircetisn., Unlike Inglish,

which has been tho sccond lan

duage of Chinese, Malay and Tanil schocls
for a cereesiee 2/




for a very long time, Chincse 48 o second language in BEng

7lish echools
is 4 ‘comparatively rocent innovation, Morcover, ﬁhilst tholtcaching
of English as a second lan unse has been the subject of rosearch
resulting in the dovolepnont of spuci
teaching, the tecaching of

e know very littls about.

al methods and tochniques of
Chinecse as i second language is a cubject
inoth

Inzlish is not only an official language, it is also the lengunge

Lomerse

or eontributory factor may bec that

of adminietrntinn, of ¢ and science, znd of international
gommunication; must of tho children in English schoals therefere

find little or no incentive to learn Chinese and thoge who do study
it seriously ufind little oppox

tunity to use it in a practical
situation.

Oneé way to remedy this situatin, as I have explained

1incse and the other
nodia of instruction in cexrt

in Parliament, is t- use C} Sveond langua,:cs ag

“in subjeots, just as we have be
and science in Chi
For a more fundamcntal sclution,

cun to use
nese, Malay and Tamil
Wwe hope to underteke a

of teaching Chiness to Chincse

Enzlish to teach mathematics
schools.

tkorough rescarch into tize wr.blom

children 2s a second languae and 4o fing ways and moans of training
specially for thig Jjob. Meanwhile, I

can be mzdo if rrincipals and
the subject its duc priority,

tenchers A Bura some improvement

teachors redouble their efforta and sive

The second matter which
increase in the number of i
Principals of scheols inr

has been a source of znxiety is the

sciplinary cases affecting
ceont times,  With o teaching force of over
POse it is inevitable that there would be
But what is disturbing
ootion are not Jeung tuachers, but se
me say quite categurically that .

teachere and

19,000 members, I sup
black sheep.

a fow

is that the subjacts of disciplinary
nior moembers of thae garvice. Lot
:achers, like roliticians,
public

aro oxpected
to be above reproach in theip a8 well ag their privato lives.

Unlike memdors of sope othor Jrofessions, the

teacher cunnot says
"My private life is my owm affair so long ae I porinrm my offioial dutigs
satisfactorily." This acher tcaches by precont and
oxample; his standards of morality, of wh

becume thoge of his studonts,

iz bocause the te

2t is ¢ood and what ie bad,

Those of us who are unable to satisfy
this requirement should not have chosen the

teaching profession in
the first dingtance.

Having choscn it,
bonduct OT pay the penalty, .

Turning tc the future, I am afraic I cannot paint too o8y a
picture. The costs of building up
cifects of the

they must abide by its code cf

2 defence capability and the gcunomic
accelerated run-a

dovn of the Iritish bascs will call for
wreater effort apd rersonti zocrifices from us all,
Zeneral upward revision of s

sularies for teachers and for that matier,

Therefore, any

the wh e

Civil scrvice .....3/—
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the wholo civil sorvice, is .ut of tho question. Meanvhile, on
honest wac [ox an honust doy's work must bo the order of tho
Targets it we have sut ourselves in clucriion in the nexs Jou
yodrs will lgo h:ve a direct bozrin, on teachers. Our fixui
nost urgoent target is to divert a greater nunber of our socondony
scheol population t.: technical and vocational cCucati ne  Th

will mean ~ corresponding docrease in the number of studenss and
teachers in thoe zcodemic stream. As many of the academic tonchers
a8 have tho neccessary qualificatisns and aptitude will be Liven

an opportunity to gualify as tochnical or vocatinal tecasho. @

and instructors. However, clearly not all redundant tcacho:s

in tho zoadomio schouis can be retraincd for the tuchnical schuols.
4t the samc time, our other targct of striving for quality in all
aspects of cducatiun will mean that sumo tcachers in buth tho.
technical and the academic schools may have to undorg o retraining

to make them botter teachers. The numbers involved may be cuiloc

large and the mcasurce to be taken in respect of redundant toaclhiers

may bo guitc drastio.

I am sorry to sound so pessimistic on this day of all “nysz,
but I think it is better for all ocnerned to be forowarnod tiom
to be takou by surprise. Lot us hope that things will not Do oy
bad as I have mode thom out to be. Certainly, I can assure you
that drastic ncasurcs will be takoen enly in tho last rescri. n
that mo.e chcerful note, ~ay I thank you for inviting e to iuls
function tnd to wish you a happy Toaohers! Day. 4

JURE 1, 1968, (Time issuod: 0930 houxs)




