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SPEECH BY MR. 8. RAMASWAMY PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY

TO THE MINISTRY OF Law, AT SENNELT COMMUNITY CENTRE

AT THE SENDING-OFE .PANTY FOR NATIONAL SERVICEMIN ON
MONDLY, LAY .6, AT 8.30 A.M.

boon organised by Monagemont Committees for our National Servicemen.
To the non-Singaporeans, particularly those from whose countries
where national service is 2 long and acceopted way of life for moat
of their citizens, they might Lovo reasons to doubt the necessity
of this arrangement. Yot to owxr own citizons, this tvo was mever dene
in the past. This is bcecauso during the colonial days, nati-nal sorvics
moant the mobilisatiun of manpower rescurces to serve a purposcless
gourse., Nati.nal service thon was completely imporsonal and indifferent.
But Singap.re is tco small a ocommunity for us to be impersonal,
and too valuablo a place to bo indifferont.
I was told that most of you are graduates from our instithtions
of higher learning. Therce is nothing more appropriate than this occasin
to prove our ccmanon aspiration that: from the community which providod
the moans with which you heve acquired zdditicnal knowledge, for the
6ommunity which y»u arc now to sorve as naticial servicemen, and then
bock to the community with smich you work and thrive to make it botter
whon you return to your civilian life after your two years training.
Generation cmerges and rectires, but cur society must continue to
survi.s as a State. I thorcfore call upon you to undertake scriously
tho training in the months z2head. For you, this will be a proud and
purposeful poriod of your life, In the context of our svociety, naticnal
sorvice must be takon in iin widost aspcots, onv of whioch is tho training
of our ncxt genoration citizenry. I should also like to think that whon
your basic training enls, your real service to the nation begins. You
will then put into practico and apply to civilian life all tho social
virtues that ycur training will cttompt to inculcate. Qualitios such
2g tolerance, civic consciousncss, tezn spirit and colleotive endeavourc,

naiional pricde and disciplino must te, brought into focus by our national

gervicemen.

Such qualities ... -




the progress of the mation, 1t ia through understanding »1f and ocooperation
with the peopie that are to be led that they, the futurc leaders of the
Republice, can lerd the nation to progress and prosperity.

Since the FP.A.P. Government came into power, it has becn providing
additional servines to kampong residents in the rural areas, and during the
past 7 years, a sum of more than 324 million was spent on the making up »f
rads, extension of water and clectricity supplies to the kampong arens,
lighting up the roads,etc. A rural electrifiocation propramme was also drawn
up in Maroh 1963, and to-datec clcetrification schemes have becn imple mented
in 346 kampong areas, The cost to impiement thesc sehemes is about 26,3
million and the srhemes benefit an additional of 15,008 houses in the
Republic. More schemes sre being planncd in other kampong areas and they wi
®e implemented in stapes. In the Wee Sooun oonstituency alone, for the past
two years, about $350,000 was spont to implement 34 projeots for the benefit
of the residenta.

The Polytechnie students whn take part in this campaign are
noteworthy and I sinecrely hope that the residents will render their .

assistanre to make this oampaign a suecess,




