SINGAPOHE GOVERNMENT PRESS STATEMENT

SPEECE BY MR. S. RAMASWAMY, M.P. FOR CRAWFORD AND
PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY TC THE MINISTRY OF FIN/XNCE,
ON THY OCCASION OF THY CELEBRATION OF NATIONAL DAY
BY THE CRAWFORD CONSTITURNCY ON FRIDAY, 11TH AUGUST,
1967, AT 7.30 P.M. AT BEACE ROAD COMMUNITY CENTRE.

It gives me great pleasurc to by with you this cvoning at this
dinner organisod by tho Crawford Constituency in celcbration of the
Republic's second anniversary.

We are indeed lucky to have witk us this ¢vening, among our guusts,
some internztional sporismen., They are table-tennis players from
Japan, Korea, Indoncsia and Hong Kong. I have no doubt that our special
guests will share our joy in our National Day celebrationa.

You have listened to the Prime Minicter's messigce on the eve of
the National Day. The focts and figures, which tho Primc Minister gave,
were not ploin statistics, for they mcant that inspite of the fact that
we have no natural resourcec, we have in the last two ycars surgad
forward towards prosperity and o better living in the Ropublic.  When
we attained independonce two yeors ago in August 1965, <there were people
who doubtcd whether Singopore, as an independent nation, could survive
and there were some who would take joy if Singapore werc to collapse.
Two years of independonce and two yoars of managing our own affairs
have shown to thos¢ pessinists, and to the world, that not only we can
purvive but we can make o better place out of this S.ny 224 sguarc miles
of island in the southorn tip of Asia,énd right in the middle of =
turbulent world.

Wo have improved our standards of living, we have expanded our
industralization programne and this must go on oxpanding for the rate
of our cconomic expansion nust at loust meet with the rave of the job
seckere who are flooding thc labour market every year, sand at least
15,000 of them male students 2lone.

A fact that woe cun take particular pride is that, inspitc of not
having vast picces of land,plentations, tin mines, oil ficlds, we arc
day by doy incremsing our revenue. Inspite of the incruase in public
expenditure in providing Lettor living amenities for the peoplc, our
coffer chows even o healthicr state. Not many devcloping nations axe
doing as good as woe have donc, what appears to be lecking in other
newly emergent nations ic the drive, imagination and dotermination of the .
pecople and thoir lcadership. |

Even in Crawfard Constitucncy thore ugcd to be many smally fachorios
fucked away in old and dilapidated shophouses, small shops and busincss.
Thes: had given way to urban rencuzl for a better end moro economic use
of the little land that we hovo. Most of the residents have moved out
of this uonstituoncy 4o bettor homeu in tho Housing & Development Board
ontates. For thom it is o chonge to thoir living environment ond

undoubtodly s better atmosphoro for the up~bringing of their young ones.
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Urban roncwal is nol a merc prestige project 25 we quite commonly .
in this part of the world. Iopressive buildings and manzions are put

up with total disrogard to their eccnomic and socinl capabilities but

merely as a show-pices to the world. For us wvery projcctts impiemontat-
ion is the result of carcful end scrious analysis of the naticn's needs
and planning. We camnot offord any blunders.

Before I conclude I have te reiterate that the suceest of our nation
aad our zbility to utrive forward in the fields of cconomy, cdusation
and industrialization will depend on the amounts of hard work of the
people — to build a vigorous nation. Lot's all resolve that (1) we
shall work hard; (2) we shall not cxpeet anything for nothings
(3) we shall train cur childeen in atholstics, we ehall inculoate into
our gencrition that phycical fitncss is equally important as normal
acadenice cducation for they are the ones who will provide the leaderskhip
for the next gencration and (4) 211 ablv-bodied ren will learn the art to

defend our nation,

AUGUST 11, 1967. Issucd at 1615 hours




