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SPEECH BY TEE MINIUTE @ FOR LAW AND NATIONAL

DEVELOPMENT, MR. E.W. BiARKER, AT THE OPENING

OF TIE SEMINAR ON "THE RULE OF LiW IN DEVELCPING

NATIONS" ORCANISED BY THE LaW SOCIETY OF THE

UNIVERSITY CF SINCAPORE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF

SINGAPORE COURT RCOM AT 11,30 A.M. ON TUESDAY,
MAY 9, 1967.

It was with groat plecsuro thit I accopted the
invitation of the University of Singaporc Law Secioty to open
this first Seminar of South-East Asion ond Australasiun Low
Students orgonised by the Law Socioty of the University of
Sin_aporcs. I must congratulate the ;Centr:l Orgmnising Comnittee
for the initiative taken in orgunising this Seninar which ip the
first of its kind to be held in Sing:porc. It is my pleasure to
welcome tho delegutes from oversons. I hope that this Seminsr
besidos providing o forum for tho discussion of common, legal nnd
socizl probleme and tho exchango of ideas and suggestions on the
practiecal sclution to thoso protlems, will olss enable you to
take in tho sights of Singapore ard soo scmething of our way of

lifo.

As a nowly indopendent Fopublie, we have much to
bonefit from the oxporionces of the oldor doemceracics cround us,y
ond I am sure that in the lively and stimul.ting discussions which
will toke place on the 'Problem of Exocutive Excosses and the
Checliz Regquired! scumu specific suggostions culled from the richor
oxpericnce of the participants from tho older demccricios will
cmerge e help us avoid the pitfalls which they facod. The lively
and stimulating subject choson for thybeminar is ome that has been
cxercising the minds of lawyers, politiciws ond edministraiors
specifically in various parts of the world., Singapore is no
ex€eption, und one of the first mecusurcs tho Peoples Action Party
Government took when it first camc into power was to set up
Complaints Burcaus, tho main objoctive of which was to promptly
investigote and remedy allegations ¢f maladninictretion or abuse

of power on the part of officials,.

More recently, the Roport of thu Constitutional
Cormissicn on Minority Rights hos beon a focul point of disouseion
in the past few months. Tho Commission had mado various recommen—
dations whick included, amongst othor matters, the protection

of fundamont.l righte and frecdom of the individual, and tho
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setting up of a Council of State and .an Office of an Ombudsman,
Govornmont's views on those rosommendations wore oxpressed in
the Ministerial Statement and in the subsoquont Debete in Parlinmant,.
end I do not proposo to repeot whot has already becn ndoquately

-+ publicised. All I need to cmphoaise is.that our primo objoct is to

sce that Parliamermteory-domocracy is nurtured and takes offoctive

root in this yourg Republic of -ours. In introducing novel and unmtried
institutiors, it is wiso to makc hastc-slowly. Wo can, for instance,
gain much by tho expericnce of Now Zealand in its oxporimont with its
Onbudsman. It is noteworthy that oven Englond has in introducing tho
Offico of the Parliamentary Commissiocner taken steps to sve that
Porliamont's own rights and functions aro not infringod on. The
Commisaionor is to act on the request of a Momber of Parliament unlike
+he Ombudsman clsowherc. Thorc has boon a desire that tho Offico should
rot roplace the intimate connocticns that MPe have with thoir
corstituenciss, but rathcr to reinforce them. Again, limitations Luve
been imposed on the subjects he is seized of, and amongst those which
are cut of his jurisdiction are eoxtradition and passpert cases, the
Armod Forces, tho prorogativo of mercy, the hospital sexvice, coupuleory
land marchnne, torcign nffairn and the Houonvs Liote I merely mention
$his to point out that evory country whon introdnecing inntitntions

which nae novel, has had to adapt nnd graft thom on to oxisting fubrio
to ensure that they take root. This applics oqually well, if not mora
8o, to Singuporo.

I trust, thereforo, that the participants in the Scminar in
thedir deliborations toke cognisance of the social, politidnl and
econonmic roelities of our cocioty and situantion, and offor solutions
nat are practical and realistice. I lcok ferward to recaeiving your
—ocord of tho Seninar and can assure you that the rocommendaticne or
suggestions mado will most cortainly receive tho oarcful consideration
of thoso concorncd in tho administration of justice, including tho
abuse of powor.

Mr. Choirmu, Lodics and Gentlemen, it gives me groat plcasure to

doclare open this Sominar.
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