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SING..PORE GOVERNMENT PRESS STATEMENT MC.0C.39/66(DEFENCE)

The following statemont wae issuvd by the Kinistry
of Interior and Defence:-—

KEW BARISAN SOBIALIS STRATEGY

In recunt months it had become obvious that the Barisan
Sceiaiis and the Communist United Front in Singepore were losing
greund in the open argument, Hoving lost the support of the people,
they fclt that “Parliameniury struggle" ofrered no future for them.
It had also becowe inercasingly apparent that Dr. LEE SIEW CHOH
and other Communizt United Front leaders were Laving serious thoughte
about switching their policy from cne of "Purliamentary struggle"
to one of "mass ctrug.le outside Parliament.” Therefore prepara-
tione were made at ground level for thoe eventual withdrawal of Party
M.Ps. by holding muetings idth cadrues mnd meaders, and instructions
were alse filtered through to other Communiéi United Front components
to prepare their members for the switeh in Party policy. Dr. LEE
SIEW CHOE himsolf wlco made use of cvery available opvortunity to
telk to other Communist United Front organisations on the neod for
& major change of Party pelicy. For example, whon he wae invited
to speak 2t the 1lth anniversary of the Pro-Comrunist Singapore
Restourant, Bovs, Eating & Coffeo Shep Eaployees! Union on 3.10.66,
Dr. LEE, in expluining the reasons for the Party's boycott cf
Parliament, cnid thet the boycott wimed at showing the pcople thart
they could not rely on “constituticnal form of struggle alone" and
that this should be discarded in fuvour of an "alteraative form of
struggle. "

Four days later, on 7.10.66, Dr. LEE SIE! CHOH called &
Press Conforcnce to announce the resignution of Puaty M.Ps. frem
Parliament. Dr. LEE indicnted at this Confercn: ¢ that henceforth
the Party would adopt a new strategy — "to continue itz struggle
ouiside the Parlicment". Mr. CHIA TdYE FCH, who led 2n illegal
rrocession %o Purliament House the next dxy to kand in a joint
letter ¢f resignation on behalf of Barisan M.Ps. elaborated on

this. He said, "You can say we are now taking our struggle to the
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strocts. We are going to strengthen our extra—parliamen?ary
strugglo. It takes various formc - stroeot demonstratiohs;'prétult
meetings, strikes."

The Party lost no time in translating its new strategy into
action, and illcgal strect domonstrations wore carried out for
two days by the Party from the day of the resignation of Party
M,Ps. Up to that stage, the demonstrators avoided open clashes
with tho police. However, a more militant line emerged on the
night of 21.10.66 and 22.10.66 during the so-called "Aid~Vietnam
Against U.S. Varicty Concert porformances at the Gay World Stadium.
On 21.10.66 *wo Customs Officers werc prevonted by the 'ushers”
(actually their strong-arm boys) from checking on one of their
nicket-colloctors™ who had allowed admission to certain spectators
on the strangth of co-callod donution tickets. Customs chooking
is a routine practice to c¢nsure there was ne cvasion of entertaine
mont duty. While this was going on, thc crowd inside the Stadium
became unruly and some of them shoutcd "pak! {meaning to beat up).
The police had to intoervene to save the Customs officers from
assault, and assisted in apprehending one cof the officials for
cbstructing the Customa Officers in carrying out their dutics.

On 22.10.66 at tho third ccncert, at about 8.35 pems a Police
Inspeotor and two policemon who had just grined entry into the
Stadium in oonnection with their dutics, were stopped by about 20
of the "“usherc". Dospito the faect that the police personnel
producced their warrant cards to identify themselven, thcy were
manhandled and Lodily pushed out of the gate. They were also punched
from behind and the Inspector hod to draw his revolver to prevent
the unruly crowd from furthor attocking him, but he did not open
tire., Police prosence ot the meotings 15 Toutine and had not
hitherto been resisted.

The same mob then turned their hostility AdWadds another
Inspecter and a Police Constable, who were inside the Stadium. They
surroundsd the two police porsonncl and order them to get cut,
Although the Inspector identified himscl?f and cxplained his presence,
he was attacked and set upon by the mob., Other policemen on duty
nearby who came to the Inspector's roscue were also set upon.
Bottles, stoncs and chairs were used to attack policemen. Heavily
outnumbered, the policcmen rotrcated. Instoad of allowing them to
leave the mob advanced on them and continucd to attack., The
policemen had no alternative but to open fire in self-defence.

The police fireé §ever&1 warning shots in the air and when this did
not stop the mob from advancing the police had to direct thuir
fire at the mob. Our Policemen are trained to fire in such a manner

as to avoid inflicting fatal or scrious injury and none of the poersons

hit sustained serious injury, /.
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It is ovident thot this collision with the Police was deli-
berately contrived to whip up the foelings of Party rupporters for
the Party's milituont line on the one hand and on the other to
discradit the Government, The orguniscrs were fully aware thet onc

of the corditions cf the licence waxs to allow fres ucc

1o police

and custsms personnel into the show in connection with their duties,
and yet they deliberately obstructed and manhandled these officurs,
This was meant uc the signel for the beginning of more violent

action ugainst the police.

The: following duy, 23.10.66, in & Press Statement the Barisan
Soeizlis discribed the Guy World incident as the start of a "blood-
bteth" and caid th:t "the blocd debt must be paid. " They decided
to carry out a number of illegal demonotrations in the night. Agnin
the cbject of these iliopnl wets was to contrive further collisions
with the Police. The police were on hand to deal with the incidents
an thay occuerred and in some of them the mobs were  pirticularly

violent.  Aeid was thrown ot the police and 2 policueman wos serioue

injured and taken o houpiiel in a cema.  Beenuse of the vegtraint
with whick Pulicu handlcd

cou dic

orders, thelr cusualties
Weremorc numerous than thore of the illegai demonstratoro, -
It ie now clenr from the above incidunts what is mcant by

the Barisan Sosinlis! “masy struggle cutui@e Parliament." This

is 2imed 2t ereating chuos ond divorder in Singuporc. The Government

of Singapor. huc a duty to oneurc thot public order is mai-atained,
that lav-obiding citizens are properly rrotected and that

lawless clements ara firmly dealt with.

OCTOBER 25, 1966.
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