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SPEECH BY ¥R. ONG S00 CHUAN, POLITICAL SECHETARY

TO THL MINISTRY OF DEFENCE, ON THE OCCASION OF THE
OPENING OF JUKONG INDUSTRIAL EST.Tk NEIGHBOURHOOD I
MARKET ON 30.7.66 AT 7 P,M.

It gives me grut plessure to be hure toduy to officiute
at the oponing of Jurong Industrinl Dst:te Nuighbourhood I Market.
This is the tonth market built by the Government, costing about
$100,000 und ctpable of accommod-ting mor: thun 200 stalls. This
. market is built solely to cnater to the necds and convenicnce of

neirly 1,000 families in the Jurong Industrial Town.

A swompy 2nd desolute area six years ago, Jurong hos luckily
becen sclacted ns the site for =n industrial complex, and after yeors
of hard work and plammcd dcovelopment, it his now put on an vntirely
new look. Todny, Jurong is dottcd with fictorius of all kinds,

and has its own curefully-planncd eommunic..tions ond trinsport
systum supplemented by deep weter harbour, fichery port and railwoy
iine. Morvover, it is provided with adequste supply of water and

electricity, housing, cchools, clinics, shop-houces, recrciticnal

centres, marzetc mnd 11 nccu

vy public auenitice.

Under the firct five-year plon, th. Government has spent
870 million on industri:l duvelopment in Jurong, and within the
next five years, wnothoer £140 million will be

make it the

spent on Jurong to

biggest and moct moderniscd industrial ocomplex in
South-Eust Asin. We are sure thit five to ten ycurs from now,
Jurong will b complute with :11 kinds of industry including oil
refineries, ship-building,textile mills, cngincering plinto,
rolling

tock plunts, cloetpical wnd chemical plunts, food canning
foctorics and 1 wido range of other light industries. Singnhporc's
industrinl products will soon by sold té countrics zll over the world
to boost our cxport trade znd cirn considerble foruign axchange for
our country. This mcwns th.t our nution .l incomec will be incrucsad,
our si.ndard of living improved and Sin:pore will becom: = proc-—
pcuous and happy country.

Sing :pore, with her focal and ctritugic position on inter-
nxtion.:l air nd sco reutes and with her cxeccllent harbour facilitics,
has become the fifth l-rgost port im the world, and sfter the
completion of Asisin Highw:y, she will 1lso become the tominel point
of 1nnd cemmunic:tions between Bint nd West. From the vicwpoint
of intcrnutional tride, Singuporc is not only providing cxecllont
stor.ge .nd re-cxport facilitics nnd bunking and insurcnee servieces,
but lso surves 2c an importunt distribution contre higshly reputed
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for its reli:bility. Sing:porc's pouition as a
commercial centre has bewn further improved following the visits to
Afro-Asian ond Europcan countries by the Prime Minister and his
deputy ruspectively, which htie brought 1bout miny now trade tics
i1, Bulgariu and Polund have alre .dy

for Singaporu. For cxoample, §
signed trade pocte with Singoporc. Thus we cun gee the importance
fricndly countrics have attiched to our position as trade centre,

and it i3 beyond all doubis thet Singeuporc will certeinly be developed

into an intcrnationzl tradc centre in the Bast.

Howcver, s an indecpendent country with o tceming populition
picked in i omnll arca with proacticilly no niturnl resources, wu
must cvolve ncw methods ndd explore new wonuee to cnsurc the
permencnt survivel of ocur country. We cin now no longer depend solely
on cntrepot trade and tourist buuincss for our survival, as we did
over the pact century. Whilse we should not undercaztimtte the
importence of trade cxpunsion and the devolopucnt of tourism, we
must realize that the only perminent .nd roliable solution to our
ceonomic viability lics in the diversificition of our cconomy which
cn only b brought about by active indu: tri:lis:ition. We huve
absolute confidence in our industricl devilopmeat. Duspite the
2.ct th:t we have to import most of the industrial matcrial we nood
from .bro.d, ncve.thcless, woe have many advantages over other
iddustri:lly advi.ncud countrice, such ne our excellend communico-
tionc and tronsport ficilitics, our iccusuibility to oversuas mirkot,
favourable climute for capit.il inve:tmente, cte. If we can continuc
to improve our cxicting freilitice .nd wequire advanced tochnical
and tuehnological skille to improve the quility of our industrial
products and low.r the cost of production, Singiporu-m:dc goods will
certainly be ible to compite fviouribly with products from othor
countrivs in the world markct. In time to comc, Sing.pore will
not only become 2 modern industrizlis.de country cnd n industriol
centre in South-Exct Asiy, but will also contribute to the cconomic

evelopments of our neighbouring countrics.

Toduy, 25 you 2rc all gathered here to attond the opuning
of this market in an indwitrial estaite, T am quite sure you wre
betier 2ble to ipprecinte the importince of indugtrial developmunt.
At thc moment, 2 we cun soc, Sing cpore-manutictured goods displaycd
at the vurious stalle in the markets .nd the neighbouring shop-
nouses arv far too fow and inadequate. It ic my hope thot five
to ten yeoars from now, we shall 211 be abl. to usc our own produc te
and ¢njoy the fruit of our own labour., For this reason, I hope nll

of us will unite toguther ind contribute our shure towards the

industrinl development of cur country,
N I have now grett plovus in deel:ring onen the Jurong
ot b ishbourhood T I i o,
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