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Speech by the Parlismentary Seeretary to

the 'Tnistry of ~1 mce, Mr., 5. Taencwany

2t the opening cercmony of the Seletar

Young Ipdian Sports Club at STri Naravana
Hission on Snturday 28th May, 1966 at 6.30 p-m.
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I am hanpy to be arrcciated with the inauguration of
the Seletar Youny Indian Srorte ©lub and the variety show
to celebrate the ~uspicious occasion.

The erthusiasm with whieh you have founded this Club
mipure vell for the future of sports and physical cul ture
in owr Republic. Teople have come to resalise the value
of sports in cldtivating » sound body 2nd o sound mind.
Sports and ganes relp us acquire some of the basic quelities
essential for modern community living such as training in
discipline, team-work, the spirit of conpetition and playing
according to the rules, In short, “ports ard games are
essential for notionnl development.

There was a “ime when our people pgave scant attention
to #ames and eports. This was cue to the fret thet sporting
endeavour was confined to a orivileged few. Yow the
condition has changed. Ve are an independent nation, with
the regponsibility of defending and developing onr country
with our own resovrees. To carry oit these obhjectives, we
need to breed a generation of healthy people with vigour
and stamina. This is the only way to hold this place ~ an
island of only 225 square miles in area.

In this context, the Government hits put the stress
on sports and gumes. On one front, the Government isa setting
up a Department of “ports within the Ministry of Socinl
Affeirs to promote incrensed sporting endeavour among our
people. The HMinistry of Fducntion has alres ¥y taken measures
to give credit to wchool purils! interests and participation
in sports and other extra—mural activities, The "Maily TMozen"
proeramme over Radio and Television sims at tenching all
Singaporcans to keep fit.

L Tamil proverb goes like this: 'vou can nut s morsel
of feod in one's mouth but the swallowing will have to be
done by that nerson alonet'. In the me wry, the Government
is only nble to give 1 possible a Aance and ercouragenent
to sports, but these will be fruitful on with the active
participation nf ¢ people throush organisntions lile the
Seletar Young Indinn Sports Club and others.

I have no doubt that vour Club will fulfil a very
important funetion now and in the yrars nhend,

May 26, 1966,

/1t




