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TEXT OF SPEECH BY INCHE RAEIM ISHAK, MINISTER OF STATE

FOR_EDUC..TICN, AT 1 JCINT CHINESE NEW YEAR/HARI RaYs PUASA

TE: PaRTY AND PROGRAMME OF ENTERT.INMENT ORGANISED BY THE

SIGLAP WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION AND THE SIGL.AP COMMUNITY CENTRE
ON SUND.Y, JANUARY 30, AT 2.30 P.M.

Firstly, I must say how very happy I am to be hcre with you to
celebrate your joint Chinese New Year and Hari Raya Aidilfitri tea party
and also to witness your programmc of cntertainment.

The Persatuan Wanita Siglap is a new orgunisation for women with
definite objectivus. Onc of your objcets is to encourage intclloctual
physical devclopment and the promotion of self-confidence amongat women
by the organisation of educational and recreational activities. A second
2im is to promote fricndship and understanding among its members
irrespective of race, religion or crecd. Others include the fostering
of the quality of sclf-reliance, co-operaticm and good citizenship.

Yet another is aimed to stimulate intercst and activity in handicraft
and other vocational training. Thesc arc indecd noble and worthwhile
objectives which, if properly planned and successfully impleme:.ted,

will bring about immense benefit to womenhood in general in thgb area,

Today I do not wish to dwell on thuse aims and objects of your
association, because I feel that your committec and members arc quite
capable of planning out a programme of activities in pursuit of these
aims. What I wish to touch upon today is the subject of the social
status, the struggle and the morsl and legal gains that have been
achicved by and for women in this country.

Largely because of the smooth and non-violent road open to us
in this country to the attsinment of political independence based on
the democratic typc of Government, political and human rights have
been achieved without the spilling of blood. For oxample, voting
rights were granted to women at the same time as they were conceded
to the men folks. Women werc not debarred from holding political
office. For as long as we can remember women have played their part in
the administration of the country. slthough their numbers were small,
they were to be found in almost all the professiéns, trade and industry.

Aind yet we in Singapore cannot really claim that the amancipation of
women is complute and a hundrud per cent successful. Many customs and
traditions among the various races in this country somehow make the
pbsition of women less sccure than it should be. These customs, traditions
and in many cases projudices and superstitions are undergoing a gradual
traneformation which many of us would like to kasten. The diffurent
raoes, religions and cultures in Singapore reveal, in part, the non-—
uniform patterns of social bohaviour among the differcnt racial, cultural
and r¢ligious groups.
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In the 20th century society we have come to acccpt that women
are no longer considercd by men to be accossorice and rossessions
that could be bought, sold amd inhorited. That would only de a
subjeot for our historians. On the other hand, for the first time
in the history of Singapore, the P.A.P. Government passed the Women's
Charter in 1961 by which women arc no longer handicapped, beccause
of political, ceonomic and religious factors. The Women's Charter
in fact recognised women 28 an independent being and gave her a
liberal bill of rights and rosponsibilitics. Such drastic and switrt
changes in women's logal, ccenomic and social Tights arc indeed
revolutionary social changes.

You will remembor the more important provisions of the Women's
Charter. One of them provided that the minimum age of m~rriage for
men and women is 18 years. This law was paszed because it was thought
that our womon should not ordinarily marry until they are physically,
cducationally and cconomically ready for mitrimony. Another m:jor
reform found in the Women's Charter is the abolution of polygamy .

Yet another important provision in the Women's Charter is the on¢ whick
permite divorce on grounds which arc comnon to the husband and to the
wife., You will also remember that with the pessing of the Women's
Charter the Government medo into a rcality the principle that women
should receive ecqual pay for egqual work.

While the various provisions in the Women's Charter arc undoubtedly
beneficial to womenhood generally, some of the provisions do not apply
to Muslims, particularly Muslim womcn. However, Muslim and Malay women
in Singapore ncod not despair becausc therc is at the moment a Bill call.d
the .dministration of Muslim Law Bill which has becn tabled for the
second reading in the Singapore Parliament and which has been submitted
to a Selevot Committee. This Bill will in meny ways help Muslim women,
The provisions in the Bill particularly thosc affeeting Muslim women
are indeed praiseworthy and deserve the support of the people.

The ‘dmiristration of Muslim Law Bill will, among other things,
regulate Muslim religious arfairs and register Muslim marriages and
divorces. It will set up 2 Majlis Ugama Islam or a Qouncil of Religion
to advise the Presidont of the kepublic of Singapore in matters relating
to the Muslim religion. Many of the provisions in the Bill have been
taken from the Muslim Ordinance of 1957 and somc are amendments to the
provisions of the Muslim Ordinance 1957. However, there are some new

provisions which undoubtedly arc very good for the protcction of Muslim wo:

Muslim women in Singapore would have bencfited tremondously with the
passage of this Bili.
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I say the provisions in the Women's Charter and the .dministra-

a

+ion of Muelim Law Bill are positively good because when taken as a

vhole particular problcms, for example, likc the problem of educational

backwardnese camnot be decalt" with in isolation. It is in fact

closely linkcd up with other social problems of carly marriages,
unstable homes, unplanned familivs, poor hualth, lack of cruches
and other rclated social problems.

He arc living in a2 modern 20th century world wherc it is the
responsibility of the State and the Covernment to provide laws
which arc beneficial to the citizens in our socicty. Our luaws
which we bring about must be designed to improve the welfare of
a2ll our citizens, whether they arce Chincese, Malays, Indians,
Burasians or whether they are Christians, Muslims, Buddhists or
Hindus. The Government will continue to do whatcver it can fer
the pcople, and it is hoped that tho people on their part will
respond by sceing that the provisions, regardless of whother
it is in the Women's Charter or the idministration of Muslim Law,
will be carricd out as intended for the material and spiritual
advancement of the people.

With those few thoughts, may I thank the organisers of
today's tea party for having invited me here to say a few
words and may I also congratulnte them for their initiative in

organising today's function.

JANUARY 30, 1966.




