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SPEECH BY THE KINISTER FOR SOCIAL AFFA4IRS,

INCHE OTHMAN WOK, IN THE DEBATE ON THE PRIME

MINISTER'S MOTION OF THANKS TO THE YANG DI-

'PERTUAN NEGARA FOR HIS ADDRESS ON BEHALF OF

THE GOVERNMENT IN PARLIAMENT ON THURSDAY,
DECEMBER 16, 1965.

1

Mr. Speaker, Sir, ﬂ

' ‘At the opening of the First Session of the Singapore Parliament,
exaotly four months after the promulgation of Singapore as gn independent
and sovereign state, the Head of State, His Excellency the Yang di-Pertuan
Negara, remarked that:.-

"When we last met in this Chamber,

little did we foresee that in two

Years we would mcet hore again as a

sovereign legislafure of an independent

nation, a separate member of the

Commonwealth and of the United Nations".

In fact cven in this very House, Mr. Speaker, Sir, the atmosphere
and the scene have changed. The seats in front of us which were 90% empty
after the last general mlection in 1963 are now all completely unoccupied.
And since last Monday we have miesed the sight of eight tiny men in black
trousers and white shirts, shuffling in and out of this Chamber shouting
silly and sometimes insolent remarks whenevear Government members spoke.

Although We are in no éosition to predict the length of their
absence, there are indications that their boycott will go on at least for
the whole of this session. It is hard for us to undorstand; what sort of
people they are and what they really want. They talk of democracy but
when they are given the opportunities through democratic parliamentary

process to eir their grievances face to face with us, they prefer to absent
themselves to shout morbid and empty slogans outside this Chamber to the
offcot thet' tho deernment is undemocratic and dictatorial.

Since tho 9th of August thc Bayisan Sosialis has lost much of
its ground - support, not becausec of the go~called undemocratioc and
dictatorial attitudcs of the P.A.P. Government, but because of their
puerile and stupid actions and utterances which are prejudicial to the
interests of the people. )

At a time vhcn we were working fevorishly for the re-unifiocation
of Singapore and Malesye in thc establishment of Malaysia a few years ago,
they worked in the opposite direction. They branded Malaysia as a
neo-colonialist plot., They opposcd merger to fight for an independent
Singapore. Independence first, followed by murger at a later stage was
their formula. And now that Singaporc is no longer part of Malaysia but
has becomc an independent and sovereign state, they say: we lin't want
an independant Singapoie because it is phoncy independenoce and is a plot ot
the British colonialiets and imperialists working hand in glove with their

stooges.
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Mr. Specaker, Sir, nobody can gainsay that Singapore's
independence is genuine, to substantiatc which there is more than
smple tcstimony. We were admitted into the United Nations without
any hitch. No .frican or isian country opposed our application
for membership of the Afro-isiazn Organisation which unfortunately
failed 10 hold its mecting in ilgicrs. In fact in the United
Nations as well 25 the afro-iAsian Organisation we werce accepted
with open arms. If our independence wcre phoney, as the Barisen
Sosialis claimed, surely we would ha&c been rebuffed by these two
bodics. :

Therc is furthcr proof of our State's legitimacy. And again,
Mr. Speaker, Sir, our mission led by the Deputy Prime Minister, was
well rcceived and highly honourcd by .fricsan, BEuropean and isian
countries., The countrics they visited represented cvery shade of
ideology from non-Communist to Communist countrics. They not only
aoccepted Singapore as an independent and soveréign state but aleo
saw the precscnce of the British basc in the correct ﬁérspectiva.
They were convinced that the protoctive basc here would not negate
nor detract from our indepcndence. B

Against this background we can clcarly understand that at this
mecting mombers of the Barisan Sosialis have abscnted themselves
because their attempts to hoodwink the people cn the phoney
independunce myth have failed miserably. Their unfounded allogations
that independence has loaded Singapore with acutc and chaotic
economic problems fall on deaf cars. The people of Singapore refuse
to listen to such silly and childish rcmarks and will not allow
themselves to follow a suicidzl coursc like thzat of 1961 when the
Barisan Sosialis crcated economic paralysis by launching strikes
which resulted in the closure of many fictories, unemployment
among workers and transfer of capital across the Causeway.

I éuggest, Mr. Spcakcer, Sir, that thce Barisan Socgialis gentlemen
should have their heads cxemined: after 211 thuy’havc plonty of froeo
time in which to do this, for instcad of fulfilling their Parliamentary
obligations as the Opposition here, they =rc now on holiday.

Four months after cur scporation from Malaysiea, Singapore is
still very much alive and is in fact cvern mor: viable. 4As yrovealed

"by my collecagues, the Minister for Fiﬁanoc, in his Budget specch,
there is cvery indication that Singapor¢ will definitely survive and
prosper in the years ahcad. His "pzinless" Budget has beon viewed
by the poople as an indiéx of confidence in Singapore's sconomic .
future. As an emcouraging first step some overseas buyérs have
already made bulk purchascs of our locally manufactured plywood, -

venear and textiles. And now they arc engaged in exploring .the
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possibilitics of introducing 2 widur range of locally manufacturced
products to tuc mark.ts of their ruspuctive countrics.

The trend is that moru and :worc ovorscas trade missions will
visit Sirngapore, not only irou the norn-Conmunict countriés but
also from the Furopoxn Commurist countries. For axamplé, Yugoslavia
and .luss:La h:wL_ cexpresscd thoir desire of reluations witk uas.
Je encouréno relat1ons like thesce on the basis of mutual benefit.
It is ocur hepe that cconomic relations will be tho prelude to other
and closer rolations. This.can be our contrlbutlon to internatiorc
. goodwill and uvu»rsvandlng.“ '

Fr. Speiker, Sir, it is not without riasons that Singapore
is thc centre ot commuaiczticrsend businuss in South-Fest isia
and has within ths lust 150 years duveloped into the fifth largcst
port in the world. This is due to a quirk of {regIraphy - that
we are in the cuntre of world trazdu routes.

But some people in th: ncigubouring toerritory rcfuéc to
accert this. To them Singapere wae end Ltill is nothing morc than
e amall fish waich m-kes a tasty morscl. 3ut twe yoars of Malaysia
made thém rcalise that whet they mistdok for th."ikaon ©ilid" wco
rzally the Miken loepu,” which small thoug!: it be, is prqtbctbd
Ty & ring of poiscrous sjikcc. o to oow. thuir own skin,'th¢y had
pcrforci to sp.w ont the "ikm 2wl PFor Joring e tWO yoars W
were in Malaysia, Sir, wo 2rply lonenstrated ourselver as a nosple
not to b¢ couzd into submissicn but willing ard able t¢ fight for
principfcs amdl inzlierstble ri ights

We hed - jrined Malaysie in the sincere eonviction that we could
play ocur pert in hclping tc create a multi-racial, cqual and just
society. We woere willing to co-operate end offer whatovar help we
could in 2 common cndzavourrto irprove the lot of the luss privileged
in the country. We offered the sorvices of our cxparts to help
then to build low-cost housing for tle lower income groups and so on.
But our offirs were flouvly rijected; inzicad the Mal&ysf&n Covernmert
vent around on the quict to I'ina out how we ran our efficient
Governmant machinery; hov o could build low-cost houses, schools,
clirnies,” heeritzls and othoer sociz2l amcenities. Openly they cxpressod
their cenvy for our achicveménts which could have givcn thenm
inspiratior to ombark on similar projects but which werc only rcgarded
by them #o poasing a ch2llorve against thenm.

Three doys aft. r tie ua'gapcrogencral clecctions in 1963 UMNO
members in Geylang Scrai, leod by their cxtremist leaders from Kuala
Lumpur, burnt an cffigy of the Prime Ministor. This was to Zive

eXpressien to their i'russration becausc their candldatcs ware rojected
by the «.ooe....4/-
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by the peorle and all nad lost thoir s.ats. From then on the

vicious propcoganda thet "the: P.A.F. Chincsc Governmont is supprcssing
the Malays" waz cchoed with monotcnous rogularity bty the UMNO
loaders in their speeches and in tho Jewi Pross.
It was o systematic campaign. Social projects designed
to bonefit the Meleye wo:c distorted. Low-cost flats simed
at providing the Malays with modcrn facilities were decried on thec
fictitioqs grourd that they wers not suitable for leays‘who prufur
to stay dnly in kamporg-type Louszcs. lNalay families were threatoncd
into refusing occupancu oi thesu flats, duscribed by the Utusan
Melayu as "pigoon holes.” .
The vicious propaganda went on, day in, day out. Thcir aim
was to impede Singapore's social and economic headway. Under
the influence of the'cxtremists, the Malays ruvfused to move out
of their dilapidated houses to make way for modorn flats. Urban
dovelopment pro jects wore held up.
a8 part of the cempaign to topplc the Singapore Govarnment,
the extremists incited the Mﬁlays with communel slogans of one
race, one languzge and onc religion. This culminated in the two
riots of July and September last y.ar. Those two racc riots would
not have happcned but for the determinztion of the extremists and
racialiste to force the pcople of Singaporue into accepting Malay
rule. In fact the position #:3 ncztly summarised by an UMNO
backbencher when he said at the Sccond Session of the Malayaian
Parliament thet "thg trouble with Singapore is that it is not
accustomed to Melsy rule."
Even after our cxpulsion, the extremists would not leave us
alone and blatantly interfered in our internel affeirs by exploiting
reliéioua and lenguage issues. Their attempts in the Jawi Press
to create religious conflict in Singapore were faoiled before any
damage could bc done. Then they switched over to languagt. During
owr Second Naticnal Languagc Month concluded reccently, these right-
wing extremists claiming to be "the enti-natiocnal language lcadcrs”
distributed literature dcnouncing Maley =s the National Language
and demanding that Chincse be made the s0lc national language of
the State. These pamplhlets writton in remnnised Malay werc purported
to have origirated from Chincsc lenjuagy cheuvinists. Their game
was exposud ard the pamphlets were triced to be the work of the Malay
extremists, their rcal intention buing to create communal ill feclings
between the Malays and Chinesc which might result in racial conflagration.
In conclusion, I would like to .cho the Prime Minister's suggestion
that a more rational relationship between the Malaysian Government end
the Singaﬁoro Government be ironed out at the conference table. As for
the Malays ......5/-
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the Malays in Singapore, I would appeal to them to a{teer clear
off the communal blandishments of the Malay extremists. The
real; interest of the Malays lice in co-oporating with the other
oommunitios in a oconcerted effort to achiove econonic viability,
step. up the standard of living and create a more Just and

equal national multi-racial society in which overy citizen
irreﬁpective of racial origin can make the most of tﬁe
opportunitics of life.

DECEMEER 16, 1965. (Time issueds 1800 hours)
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