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J-LT 'TWE INTER-REGIONAL SEMIiLLR ON }UBLIC WEALTR
OGRAMMES IN RADIATION FROTECTIOH SFONS RED|BY WORLD
, EALTR ORGAIISATION AT TPE IUSTITUTE OF FATPQLOGY,
. GEJERAL WOSEITAL, ON TUESDAY, 7TF DECEMBER, 1965
__AT 1015 ¥QUkS.,

. It is y pleasure and privilege, on behalf of the

Government| and people of Singapore, to extend a warm}welqome to

all tre diptinguisrhed consultants and partieipants.from I countries

who are at;ending tris Ioter-regional Semninar on "Pgslig Feal thr
Progrhmmesiib Radiation Frotection", sponsored bywphi,wprld Fealth
Organisatien (ww0). ‘ |

It was only a year agg, (October 196&), that Singapore
+ad the privilege of holdipg the PO Multiple Seminar on
Radiological Wealth — which can be considered to be ¢losely alliéd
with the piesent subject of pﬁia Seminar.

| Singapore is technically not yet a medbef of Wr0, &8
it became fn independent and sovereign country, sepaTate and
distinct from Malaysia, only L4 montrs ago, we considfr it a double
honour to  e able to play hosts to WO for this Bemi‘ar.
¥Now that Singapore has become the 117th and youngeat

member or {H, it follows naturally that we will be B¢ eking membership
of tre varwogs Ul Specialised Agencies, such asﬂﬂ0,£apd we iook

forward to‘par}icipating in the proceedings of the 19th WO Assembl;

| A 1
meeting to/be held in Geneva in kiay, next year, not in the capacity
{ "Observer" but as a full participating me  er&\
Altrougr Singapore is not_technically a member, of ‘W70,

-

.'yP0's asso¢iation wit: Singapore, roweyer, is not sopet!
vas yet to|be establisred. In fact, the Office of the Ww0
representative of tris Area was egteblisked in Singajore in 1956,

9 years agf It was only after tre establishment ofiualaysia that

WP0 took lfave of Singajore for Kuala Lumpur. As Sirgapore will
3

. soon becom? a member of WrO, officially, perhaps NHD representat.ve
is now conkemplating returning to Singapore agaiﬁ? Being a free

port, §in3€pore wvelcomes everyone, most of all WwrQ,
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asible, ‘twanks totre notable effortauof*p yaiciats
over tre past 70:years:and especially . the establishment

bnational Commission on Radiological Pnote tion (‘ICRF)

v

th tre advent of. the Atomic boab in the 15L40s and:later
e fall=-out
at more

and doctors, and internationsal organlsations or agencies .
WVO also pitched in, namely:- |

)

) International Atomic Energy igency (IA?A)

) Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAQ

) International Labour Organisationw(ILO‘
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jy work witr better equipment and facilit

nte of Medical Specialities is ready.

tave just .iade'a start, both in medicine an

tries covering &ll aspects of Raciation t

all over tre world to eontend with "wated pollution®

resnlved by man himself. .
are most grateful too that this 70 Semi
situated &s we are in & turbuleft/corner of thre

of the

as Soutr-Bast Asia. We are reaS%nébiy roqi

aspects) and will soon launch into nore

As {for Redloisotope
induatry.
expertise of

tectionr which

will give:us an excellent stimulus to Lriﬁg*burselv“s abnbahﬂwwdth

the times and trus still Purtrer improve the qualit of cur work. '
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A
ses. - Ve follow with interest tre fact trat electrical

. Si:j:pore as yet is wit-out & nuclear reactor, even for

researcr purj

power is now belng generated by nuclear plants in variops parts of
thre world and we hope the day will come socn when presebt high costs
can be broughm down to a more economic level, so that we can seriously

consider setﬁing ur a nuclear electric power station to; serve the

needs of our {fast growing industries.

Fin‘l;y,_we are cheered by the fact that with fthe increasing

knowledge whilch the scientific world has on Radiation

testing; to

nations and %o preachr the philosophy of peace. The elternative is

too iideous fo coptenplatel For withr war and its likel escalation

to nuclear wgr, trere cen be no victors, only tdtal and wanton _

dgstfuct}on_gnd annirilation of mankind and a devastedjand uninhabited

Qorld, to bogt. .. ) ) .. _. .

. Let {us twerefore croose tre way of peace, of health and.

of happiness;ylike tre treme of tris Seminar:- kow to de Ionising
Radiation to|real, in searct for better healtr and thug to sustain
LIFE, not to |injure or to kill, which is DEATF. It ison this ominous
note, that I;now have great jpleasure in declaring opengthe V0 Inter-—

Regicnal semﬂnar on Fublic Wealth Frogrammes in Radiation krotection

and to wish it every success.
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