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I am indéed very harpy to be witk you tonight on tre
occasion of tre second anniversary of this community centre.

Tre 1olitical development over the last two years had
taken 2 rarid course. Malaysia was formed in September
1963 and barely two years later it was broken up and we
now find ourselves raving to cope up with the tremendous
burden of an independent and sovereign nstion.

‘hatever the reason that led to our eviction is now
for the time being immaterial., "~Our immediate task is to
ensure that the objectives of the Government and the
aspirations of people would take their proper course.
Tre concept of a multi-racial society is as strong, if
not stronger than, &s when we were a member of a larger
femily.

‘le have a mandate and we are confident thet under
a multi-racial set-up we can steer Singapore towards
success and prosperity. Our resources are limited but
our determination and dynamism are inexhaustible and in
two years we have sufficient and practicable plans to
sct a strong foundation for the future of independent
Singapore. Economic and industrial development will
proceed at a greater pace and social developments will
contimie to receive tre attention of the Government.

All these good thinzs we can achieve and have a
will to acriéve. But I shonla like to strike a fair
warning at this moment, all trese good trings may be
lost in the absence of political and econoillc stability.
e are a small nation, We have no intention to upset
anyone around us. At the same time, we cannot and will
not allow ourselves to be ‘disturbed by anyone. We have
no capacity to attack anyone but we must hrave tre capacity
to defend ourselves. This is the time for every a&ble
bodied citizen to answer the country s call, Tris 1is our
country and nobody else has a better right to defend it
than ourselves. The enrolment of the Territorial irmy will
close on Monday, 15th of tris month and please do not
hesitate further. Enrol yourselves now for a national
cause,
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