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Tre Second fational Language liont» organised by the
Ministry of Culture will be exteansively launched. Trere are

altogetrer more than 600 items in a variegated progra.me, which
includes debatcs, oratorical contests, dramatic performances, booi
exribtitions, national language lessons, poems and song recital

contests, essay contests, poster contests, sepak raga contest,

nat;onal language foruns, pantun contests, a llaticnal Language

night, a national language songs night and the Miss listional
Language contest sponsored by Malay Youth Associations. From tre
enthusiasia anéd fervour with which the activities of the lagf
flational Languegec Month were careied out, it can be seen that the
campaign will have better results this year, It also reflects
tre progress made year by year by tre peorle of Siangapore in the
bromotion and use of thre national language. N ;
A point of particular significance is_that the current
lational Language Mont» campaign is trc firét of its_kind to be
launcred after Singapore's indevendence. Singapore had long
before accepted Malay as tre llational Language. After her
independence, she still maintains Malay as her national language.
On October 1, 1965, a statement concerning Singapore's officisal
languages was issued by the Frime Minister's Office, which stated
categorically that the four languages, lWalay, Chinese, Tamil and
Englisbh in Singauore are officiezl lanzuages of equal status, and
that kalay is our comon languag;e for it is a language which is
easier to learn. Tbhus, our dec .sion on official language is based
rurely on the multi-racial socit:ty in which we live and there 1s
no racial discrimination whateocver. Cbvicusly, we are different
from otrer countries whrick maxt us of language as a political
instrument and must arbitraril,” fix a certain language in a
multi-racial socicty as tre only official language s& that by
means of language, they can poyxpetuate treir commnalist feudal
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. On the contrary, we in 3ingapore have adgpted'én
enlightened, practical and aprropriate policy with regard to
tre language problem. ilot only have we made trc four languages
tre_official languajes all enjoying equal status but we hrave
also at twe same time made the Malay language tre national and
common languagt. For tre distant future, we can promote cultural
excrange and excotional accord among the various races tbrough
tre mediwn of a common language, thus laying tre foundation for .
a multi-racial society so trat Singapore will tren become an
exemplary imlti-racial country where there is no distiaction of
race, language and religious faith.

Our paramount objective in launching the Hational
Language_Monﬁh is trerefore to induce the pcople of Sipgapore
to use this‘c0umon language exteasively so as to foster racial
relations and promote mutual understanding and co-operation, and
to pool treir efforts and strive {'or the realisation of a
multi-—raciai country.

. Ia the meantime, we Will prove ‘that language is no

longer a pllitical issue in thishnewlg-emergent_multi—ragial count:
of ours by presenting tre fact trat ire people of Singapore

take an active part_in launching the iTational Language campaign

and are using the commen language extensively.
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