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. 4 good teacher is an educationist who is alive to the
harpeninzs around rim in our country, and in the world. _Besides
his profiessional duties, he is fully interested in the social
and economical implications resulting from his work in the lispt
of changing conditions resulting from the wsurge of nationalisw
and independence. Ve is a.le to adapt and adopt new ideas to su:
these conditions, to review his work all the time, and to clarif:
hie objectives., Careful thought and planning are given to his

. teaching programme, ‘

Recent political developments leadini to Singapore becoming
an inderendeat 3tate mean that Singaporeans, including all teache.'s,
must face the new situation with reality and couPrase. Our out-
look must Le re-adjusted to this new situstion where our major
consideration must necessarily be our survivel., Vithin tre limit.
of 224 ag., miles, almost two million Singsroreans mst work and
live to survive, Altrough twice in a Ieneration Singapore has Le:
artificially separated from thre meigland, reunification of Sinza-
pore with tre mainland is a natural development whichk will come
about as a matter of course. Yet in tre meantime we rave to carr;:
on as an independent pecple.
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If is naEessary,”therefnré, that teachers} more. than ever

before, will vave tn instill twe &.irit of self-reliance, dilirence
and discipline into those under treir charge. e cannot foretell
tre future and tre eventual reunification of 3inzepore jand Malaysi .
But wrat we can do today is to lay greater stress on the impgressic: -
alle minds of younz Singsporeans the idea that to Frogress and
prosper they have to learn not to depend on others., Above all,

our children have to learn that their future career is what they
make it out to Le. }
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Tre fact, however, remains that Singajore is/ multi-racial
society. The role teachers and studeants Flay to nurture the
growth of love, understanding and unity among Singaporeans of
various races, reli.ions and languazes renain valid even today.
-A8 a matter of fuct this goal of iater-racial unity has become
more important than ever Lefore., e have to show Ly exam.le
to our neisrbours in Malaysia that a aultieracial society based
on equality and justice for all can still succeed apd there need
not be intolerance and vigotry.
i

- Education should, as far as possille, prepare our pupils for
life after school. It should help them to develop their potentia-
lities to thei full for treir own well-being, and enadle them to
take their places 1n society. If our crildren are educated only
,ﬁ}th a view to passing"some form of scrocl-leaving examination,
then, after leaving school, trey will find difficulty in adjustin:
tremselves te tre complexities of tre adult workinz world.
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