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SEFFC™ BY TvE E.RLIAMBITARY SECRSTARY TO TvF MIIIISTRY
OF CUITURE 4D SOCIAL AFFAIRS, MR. CVAll CPEE SEIB, AT
THR OrRIIiG OF JUNTIOR SiFRLY lxs? COUNCTL O AUGU ST
4, 1965 LT 10 A0f. AT VICTORIG
MPFMORIAL WALL,

Ten years have passed since the Junior Safety First
Council was established with- the aim of promoting safety
first consciorusness in all aspects among school children
in Sinsapore. Membership of this Council is confined to
student representatives from secondary schools in Singa-
pore with two advisory members from the Ministry of Educea-
tign and the Sinzapore Folice ¥oprce. Foom its inception
it nas been very active in its work in promotinz discussion .
debates, traffic games, oratorical contests, quizes and
exhibitions; it has even recently ,ut up a newe-lebter
entitled the iltruist, ) i .

The work af the Council througnout tnese years is an
outstanding examile of what the youth in Singapore are
capable of doing if given the right encouragement, respon-
sibility and opportunity. iouay, we are gathered here to
wvitness another major undertaking by thre Council, oanely
the openinz of the 1905 International Safety First Exhibiti:

Tre ailm of tris eXhibltlon is to Brow the public many
aspects of safety on the road, in tre *rome, in tre office,
in tre factory and otkrer work places and to give an idea of
what is being done both locally and ebroad for tre preventic
of accidents and tre sefety of ruman lives, fbout forty
foreign and ten local orqanisations including ecompenies,

Government depertments, insurance sgencies and voluntery
eociet;es are participating in this exhibition.

Tre growing condern’of people abut road safety hos
been ocoasioned by tre phenomendl rise in tre accident and
deatr rdates on the rnads. In tris modern world today, rapic
communication is imperative and the vzhicle is no longer
considered as an iteat of luxury but a daily necessity in
modern life., Each year more and more vehicles roll off the
assembly lines to join the roads whicr ian most cases have
not been built to cope with the increasing volume of traffic
In the affluent soc..eties of Western Lrirope and ~merice mcrec
people are being killed on the roads today that have died o
the battle fields of the First “orld #ir, aand on public
holidays the major rews item is inveriebly concerned with
the accident and derth rates on the rotds. dhethér we like
it or not, we will yrave to live witr tr e growin_ mensce of
the motor vehicle, ‘

) Our roeds are already consested during the rush hours.
It is not L0831b19>L1 brotdea most of cur existin: rozds in
the built-uy areas. It takes .aucbh tim: and mowey to build
special hishweys whrjch do not necessarily solve all our trat
problems. With the increasing prosperi.ty of the State whicr
I envisgge will be ttepjped—up now trat we have become an
independent and sovere:gn nation and are no lon er hamstrun.
by a slew-moving Central Goverament, I am sure trat trere wi.
be a lerger stream cf motor vericles ‘ioining owr elready =cn

gested roads in tre years te come. Oar provil.as of Heeping
accidents and deeths . ff the roads will trerefoTe becoie mor.
and more accute, and it is gretifyios. to note trat we in
Singapore are alread; aware of tre nr:éd tco rromote safety
consciousness even arnny ~ur Scrocl :rildren. /
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ile we should concern ourselves witw making our reads
safer by educating tre mntirist tn exercise cxzre ‘and ceuticn
in @rivin: and to ensure thrat »is vericle is k

mecranical conditinn at all times, we srould al

Tedestrinas, cyclists and otheis wra srare the use of tre rn-:
vitr tre motorist to rlay t-eir part in keep ing accidents on
the road down to tre minimum. I am 124 thet tre Junior
Rarety First Council is loeking into all espects of road
safety and I hope that their efforts will not have been in
vein, Keepin: our roads safe 18 not only good from the
humanithrian point of view but will also iddirectly nely

to rrogote tourism in tre State for touriste will be reluctant
to come to & place where trere is sreut risk - of losing 1limb
or life, In a way, by its-activities the Junior safety First
Council is contributin: towards tre economy of the State,

althoush tre major concern of ‘Leoile when they talk sbout
safety first is about safety first: _ ds, I am pleasecd
to note that tre Junfoer Safety First Counecil has included in
this exhibition aspects of safety in other areas., In this
tedhnolozical gze we cannot relyp escape being surrounded by
mechanical and electronic devices which can be dan'gerous to
our lives if we dc. not know how to use them pTOLErly Or teke
safety recautions, wWpile Government introduces legislation
and carries out periodie inspections to ensure that our
factories are safe for tre worxers, other egencies and
assoclations can relp”te mike our offices and homes safer as

well and I am proud trat tre Jumior Safety First Council has
risen to meet tris regpowsibility,

I congratulédte twe 3¢ngapore Junior Safety First Councii
for organising thig Tatermatinnal Safety First Exnibition
and trust trat _all wh- come to view it will learn muck from
tre numerous eXx+ibifs on display. T »ave now great pleasure
in declaring the ex»ibitipn oren,.
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