e 136 |

1 R 33 STADSM. MC.AP. 12/65(CUL). -
Statement by Inche Ghazali tin Ismail, Fﬁ'
Pclitical Secretary to the Minister

for Culture. . d

I adcompanied the Prime Minister, Mr. Lee KuaA?Yew,

' throughout his tour of New Zealand and Australia end was
present atLall the numerous interviews and meetingé he addressed.
Evéryfhingxhe said was recorded on tape and is available for
checking.

Today's newspaper reports that Dr. Lim Swee Aun in

_. Canber-ra criticised Mr. Lee for statements hé had made
particularly about special rights for Malays. It is & pity
that nn reference was made to what Mr. Lee actuaily said in
regard to special Malay rights. All we have are vagué'
gllegations based on what Dr. Lim thought Mr., Lee had:said.

An example of what Mr. Lee actually said ss against
what he 1is alleged to have said can he seen from this verbatim
transcript of Mc. Lee's answer to a question on ﬁalay%rignts
put to him at Ade}aide by a Malaysian student.

Question: "Sir, would you say that the clause written
in the Constitution for special privilegeé
for Malays is a 4device to subordinate other

races, if carried further?"

"Ne, I don't think thet the issue at the '

moment is the clause providing for épecfal
rights fnr the #Malays. That is noﬁ the issue.
You see, the prdplem_afises first, out of
economic imbalance i; development between the-
immigrant races and the indigenous peoplEs and
. the Malays. You see, the immigrant races came
“in because when the British wanted to exLloit

and develop the country, they found that the

Malays/... .
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Malays were not preﬁared io work in plantations or

_ mines as.disciplined labour;: 7 o'clock, you start work,
1 o'clock :you xnock off and have your lunch, 2 o'clock
you resume, 5 o'clock you go home, and here is your wage.
They saw mo reason why they should stop planting padi
and go fishing, and they carried on what was a quitg-
Batiafyiné pastoral existence.

Hencé they brought in Indians and Chinese in large
numbers, people who came from a different climate, who
went through different experiences, who were highly
competiti&e, responded to the profit motives, who
understood the mechanlcs of a money econom&.

In 400 years, it has brought about a situation in
which the Malays, by and large, are still in the
countryside, the Chinese and the Indians are now running
the banks, the shops, the insurance, the professions,
the universities, And if the immigrant coﬁmunities'or
people of immigrant stock do not see the problems.‘if
I can't Peel what it is 1like to be a poor Malay, and
T don't feel for him, then I say very soon he will
manifest his disaffeqtion in a very decisive way, Qnd
the whole country will be thrown into turmoil.

My charge 1s not that there are these special 4
rights but that these special rights will not solve !
the prohlem. WHow does gliving bus licences or licences
to run bue companies to one or two hundred Melay
famiiies solve the problem of “alay poverty? The

Malays sre farmers. You know,
{
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in Ahstralia‘and New Zealand, all the farme}s
are wealthy people. How is that in !Malaysia all the
fgrmers are poof ve.- nle? Reeause, there is no
“ogricultural reseafch; seed selection, feriilization,
improvement tn double-cropping technicues, discovering
what are the g¢gash crops which yocu can grow in beti.een
the year yoﬁ plant your rubber and the seventh year
wheﬁ you begin to tap it and so on. None of that is
going on, and the Malays are beginning to drift from
the' kampongs into the towns locking for jobs,‘looking
at the bright lights, sceking excitement and @ good
life, and all this creates problemﬁ.

And I am saying that they cannot be resolved
by gilving licences and specizal rights and special
jobs. That's not going to solve it. You 've got to
'solvé it on the basis of giving them education, raising
thgir standérds, their eerning capacity. Just giving
a chap a gold coin doesn't solve nis problem. You give
him a gold coin today, he then learns bcir to live at
a higher standard; tomorroi', he will -be looiing for two
gold coins from you, and you are iﬂ big trcuble.
You better teach him ho: to earn a silver coin for
himself, and make guite sure thet he understands vhat
he has got to do and you will give him the opportunities
to do 1it. :

and that is the distinction hetween ihe policies

of Kuala Lumpur, the lederal Governmant, and the
Singapore Government. There cre no special rights for
Malays in Singapore. But without it being written in
the Constitution, vwe give free education to évery Malay
vho can get an& rlace in any school, in any pollege, in

any university, e pay for it. The non-Malays

/compete .o
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And as Mr, Lee stated at his press conference on Saturday,

3rd April, he stands by every word he has stated puﬁlicly abroad

N

and at home.

compete for scholarships on the basﬁs of
perfeormance. We pay not only his fﬁes.but L
a8lasc a bursary to keep him going. Because

we believe that way, eventually, he will

begin to earn more; he will make a better

rartner in this great enterprise which we

must carry on with because there is no cther

way." : _ e L

Ghazali bin Ismail

Singapore, 6th April, 1965.




