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 SPEECH BY H.L. THE YANG DI-PTRTUAN NDG4R4, TUN
YUSOF BIY ISHAK, CV1Ek TTCLEVISION RADIO SIfGePCRE,
AN APLONAL DAY, 2RD JUNE, 1964, AW 6,05 P.M.

We are celebrsiiny National vay for the fifth year in
‘succession. But the context in which we are celebrcting
1t today is significantly different from th.t of past years.
Toduy, for the first time, we observe National uay not against
a Singapore setting Huv aiainst & Malaysian setting. As though
~ to give emphesis ©c the :alaysian implicetions of National
Day, June 3rd is zlso the birthday of His Mejesty the Yang
di~-Pertuen Agong. This coincidence of two events is a happy one,
for His Majesty ie 21so & symbol of the unity and integrity of
Malaysia.

The essential idea behind Maticnal Day is to give a sense
of comwon deatiny to 2 society composed ¢n msny r-aces, 1lan:uages,
- religions snd cultures, Thia ideal. has not lost its validity or
purpose by virtue of Singapore having become 2n integral psrt of

8n independent M2laysia.

Though the objective remsins unsltercé - the f-~ct that this
unity has to be .orged within a Malaysian convext adés new
complexities to our problem’ of nation building. There is now
8 grester diversity of raceg, langudges and cultures.to be
accommodsted within 2 n>tionsl framework. The disruptive terdencies
of racism, cultur=l chauvinism, religious bigotrv, provincialism
and "stateism" -re corres;orndingly increased.

It will not be easy for us to lesrn wo subumerge comnunal
loy2lties and local inierests for the sake of broader Mslaysian
interests. Easy or not we must le3irn to think of ourselves 2s
Malaysians first because the only worthwhiie ifuture for us is a
Kelaysian future. %The eslternative to a Hasloysien future is to
become the 2ppeidage of hostile countries iniused with éresms ¢l
building new empires cut out of the sshes oi cmwpires recerntly
venished.

‘ In othe words if we d¢ not mske a conscicus 3ttempt to

ﬂ'become Melaysians of our own free will, then there ~re others

. woiting to forcibly absourb us into their new order of thin<s.
There sre false prcphets in cur midst who try ic corrode cur
will to be Malaysians by inviting each of thc gvates in M2lavsin
to go their sepirote ard independent ways.,

Fortunstely icr ué the peoples of kalaysia have rejected
these false probhets. In Trebok Gtions in $35ah, Sarawgk,

Singapore snd lial-ys the peoples hsve overwhelmingly opted for
a Malsysian iuture.

A8 3 result politice2l integrstion has vaken place to some
extent within M2l3ysie. This integration is, however, formsl.
But we need somethins wuch deeper an the formsl irstitutions
of 8 central parliawent, 9 n1tionsl administrstive mackine or .
even the thre2t of a common danger from ouiside to create a T
Malsysisn consciousness. :
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: We need an emotion21 integration of the peoples of Nalaysia.
We have to become aware despite our wonderful diversity that wve
sll belong to Malaysia and that Malaysia belon:;s to us; that we
have to live and die here because we n3ve no other homes and no
other loy3lties. ¥e must learn to lay stress not on the thirzs
which divide us - our r2ce, our religion, c¢.r langnage snd our
individual cultures - but on those thin~s whioh urite us. OS¢
long @6 we or our lecaders exploit racial, religious 3nd culturs]
differences ss weans of consolidating hcld over particular '
commnities then Malaysisn neticnslism will be 2 thing in nswme

_only.

We must grow out of the nirrow groves of coumunalism and
state provincislism if we are to serve well the Malaysia that
we have brouzht into being.

Nation sl Day, this yesr, is sn affirmstion by the peoples
of Singapore of their faith in a Malaysisn destiny; of their
conviction theav there ismo future for them and their children
outside of Mselsysia.

I would also like to take this opportu: ity, on your behalf,
to wish long life ond happinese to His Majesty the Yeng di-Pertuam

Agong .

I would also like to express to you uy apprecietion for the
splendid spirit of c2lm =2nd solidsrity you heve.sll shown in
the fsce of internal threats and exterral pressures -exerted upen
ug into abandoring Malaysia. . v

A small nation like Malaysis. canunot develop sufiicient
military strength of its own to protect itself. It must rely
on powerful iriends and on s sympathetic world opinion, And
moat importent of =211 a2 show of n2ticn3l unity and resolve can
act 98 a restraint on those who threaten to crush us.
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