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EMBARGOED TILL AFTER :iZLIVEKY
PLTASE CHECX ACATNSP DEILIVEKY

SPRTCH BY THE: FINANCE MINISTER, DR. GOH
KTiC SWEE, AT THE QPENING OF THE LIGHT
THUUSTRIES SIRVICE UNIL ON SUNDAY, 1TIH

NAY, 1964 AT 5.00 P.H.
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fhe anti-national pro-Indonesia left claim that the
Singapor: Government favours bij industries and foreign
companies ani neglects small industries operated by our
citizeas. Aas usual their accusation is zroundless. The
- opening of the Light Industries Services clearly shows that
the Singapore Government has the interests of the small
local enterprises very much at heart.

Briefly, the purpose of the Light Industries Services
is to velp the 2,000 or more 1lizht industries in Singapore
to expand and to achieve greater efficiency. L.I.S. can
help them in five ways, namely, throush the extension of
“loans and hire-purchase arran .ements for the acquisition

of beti:r equipment, through advice on layout, production
tecbnique, product designing and etandardization; through
manacement training including training in simple accounting,
costinz, stores mangement, etc., through guidance in adver-
tising, packaging, and marketing, end through assi:tance in
getting new sites where this is needed.

Yhe assistance which L.I.S. can provide -to light indus-~
tries ghould be of great value %o small enterprises. How-
ever, for more complicuted technological problems the L.I.S.
has recoi.rse to the Industrial Research Unit which is located
in this same building. The I.R.U. also has facilities to
repeir instrument, and to carry out tests on products and raw
materials.

The Singapore Government is also operating an Industrial
Development Scholarship schere to provide local staff of
industrizs with advanced technicel training in the State or
in overseas universities and technical schools. Under this
scheme the Government meets half the total cost of training
and the beneficiary industries pay the other helf. Details
of the schere are available at the Public Service Commission.
So there are three separate waye in which the Government is
assisting local small industries in addition of course to what
the Bconomic Levelopment Board is uoing. It is absurd to say
that loc2l industrialists are being neglected in favoup of
overseas industrialists. .

In the establishmernt of the L.I.S. the Singapore Government
is indebted to the United Nations Special Yund for its donation
of some $1.7 million over five years, and to the International
Labour Or anisation for ite services as Exeouting Agency.

Pinally, I wish to take this opportunity to invite light
jpdustries in Singapore to make full use of the various tacili -
ties which the Government has provided. I now have great
pleasure in declaring the Light Industries Services open.

MAY 1S, 1964.  (Time issued: 1839 hours)




