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SPERCH BY MR HON SUI SEN, MINISTER FOR FINANCE, El 0032 I_: ;)_]
AT THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF PORTSDOWN CLUBHOUSE

OF THE SINGLFORE CIVIL SERVICE SPORTS COUNCIL,

Ol FRIDAY, 12TH SEPTEMEER 1980 AT 5,30 PH

I am very happy tc be herce for the official opening
of the Singzporc Civil Service Sports Council Portsdown
Clubhousos I am flad to learn that all the Clubhousec
facilitics are open to those in Government Service or in
statutory bodies, as well as thoir familiese Tho renovated
Clubliousi: will no doubt sorve as the rallying point for the
Councilfs sports, social and recreational activities, which
have stondily grown since the ostablishment of the Council
in October 1971

There is need for rest and recreation for members in
the public servicees The pressurce upon them have increased
tremendously with Singaporets rapid ceonomic growth and the
Governnent¥s' greater involvemcent in the cconomys 4 how more
educated people become very vocnl whon they consider Governs
ment action or regulations irksome or when they arce denicd
Goverancnt benefits they think duce to thems Degretfully
alsa, there is o tendency for some back=benchor (Ps, when
ghort of better idens, o take a general swipe at the civil
service, since this alwnys scems to go down well with their
public. . The civil service, by tradition, is unsblc to
respond, and in any casc, cannst do so to other than specific
chargese In Jnpan, I belicve that considernte ampleyers
sonetimes provide rooms where frustrated cmplceycces can retire
and. vent their frusteationse This they de by knoceldng the
stuffing out of effigics roprosenting the oemployers, the
factory manager or whocver hos beoen causing the frustratione

In Singopore, woe hove not yot cone to previding such
]
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_ frustration rooms = ingtoad, the Clubhouse will have to sorve,
and civil scrvants must toke what satisfaction they can out of

knocking or kicking tennis or soccer balls,

Thé Government as a good crmployer is thercfore happy to
encourage the use of the Glubhouse fecilitiess It also hopes
that, os o bonus, the efficicncy and productivity of civil
_servonts onn be anhanced through participotisa in healthy
sports, social, culturcl and recreaticnal programmcs. This
'thinking is reflectod in the zims and objectives of the
Singapore Civil Service Sports Councile It is gratifying to
~ note that the Council, with scme finnncizl assistonce from the
Government, now offers sports snd recreational faeilities in
"fh:eo clubhouses at Dempscy Road, Tossensohn Road and Portse
down Roads It nlso organisces the Inter—Public, Scrvices Games
botween Singapore and lalaysian civil servants; and the intere
Ministry sports tournaments, as well as social and rccreational
programmos throughout the years The CGoverament will continue

to give every assistance to the Council to ensure its successe

The Government also expocts that the Council's
activitios will help fulfil a national objectivee '"Sportss
foreall™ iz a target which should also be pursucd in the civil
sorvices 4s Singapore medernises and prospers, much greater
cffort will have to be made to instil sports comsoiousness and
tho love for physical exercise because changing values and
attitudes towards leisure pose a real threat to healthe Life
in an urban covircamont tends to make one soft. lMany of usy
cgpeciclly in the civil service, arc engaged in work which
requires little muscular efforts To get to work and back, we
toke o car or some other convenient means of transport. A4t
home, we sit back at the dinner tobley in an ecasy choir with
the papers, and then in front of the television sobs This is
typical in industrial and urban societies throughout the
world where there is a tendency cmong adults ond in some

coscsy oven youths, to neglect physical fithesse

It is, thorefore, quite obvious that there muist bo a
conscious and sustained programnc to promote sports ond

physical activitics amongst workerse The worl of the Singapore
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Civi1,Sérvice Spdfts Council is importsont as it has established
_ a w011'006rdinated and sugtained programme for sports and
" recrca‘bion omongst: employeces in the Government service and

: statufbbry bodicse

o opening of Portsdown Clubhouse will undoubtedly
‘kgiﬁe a fillip %o the Council's effort in providing
'opWMﬁ.ties 4o public servants and their fanilics for whole=
some c.nJ. rowarding sports and rcerocations I wish the Council
311 the best in its works I now have groat pleasuxre in
declaring this Clubhouse opcne




