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SPEECH DY MR HON SUI SEN, MINISTER POR FINANCE, AT THE
- OPENING OF THE XXXIXTH WORLD CCONCRESS OF THE ASSOCIATION
INTERNATIONALE DES SKAL CLUTS (AISC) HELL AT THE
SHANGRI--L4 HOTEL ON MONDAY, 13 NOV 76 AT 10,00 AM

~ lis Minister in charge of tourism, may I bLid you all welcome and
isay how happy we are that the Asscciatiun Internationcle Des Skal Clubs
Sh0u1d~be'holding its XXXIXth World Congress herc in Singapores Tourism
is a loading scctor of our economy. The presence of so many of the ablcest
and most digtinguished professionals in +the travel trade at this Confercnce
to di'scu‘ss new ways of promoting tourism provices the Sinzapore Tourisg
Promotion Doard and private scector members of our own travel industry a
gbldén opportunity to learn from the eypericnces of their overseas

colleagues so that they can further improve on their own performances

, T hopey however, that in your discussions and tours over the next
few days, you will yourselves alse bLe azble tc learn scmething of Singapors
ﬁndﬁappreoiate the total =anvironment (physionlS cultural and human) of

our tourist industry and its many facets. To got, the pecquaintance goling,
| I would like to review our indusiry's performance, and, gsecondly, to specit

of some of the basic elements moulding the growth of our tourist industrye

‘ The. growth of toufism,in Singepore has been nothing short of

| phenomenal. Tourist arrivals, as indicator of the “ugyancy of the market.
| mose by about three times durl ; the period 1970.1977, rising from slighily
lover half a million tourists in 197C tc¢ 1.7 million tourists by the end
|of last year. More si;nificantly, even durin;; the recession ycars of 157/
and 1975, tourist arrivals were still on an uptrend, growing at an annual
rate of 11-12 per cent. This good performance, at a time of great economic
Jdifficulties, helped to cushion our econcmy from some of the worst effecte
_|of the world recessione With the recession now hehind us, we are looking
forward to a period-of higher tourist growth. Indeed, I am informed by my

' Singopore Tourist Promotion 3oard that Singapore expeats to attain the twe
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tourists are e}fcutcds we shall need consiacrably more investment in hotols

and related infrastructure.

hesxtening tu note that our catrepreacure, brie wo the tralition of crceir g

5

lecen finalised. With more acvelopment preojects on the woy, wae should he
alie $o meel teurist demand in 2 conirclled way which wouid; ot fhe same

LIS
may

Lndustrya we could not have made as much wrooress ag we nod woere 1t act

iJor the goodwill and confidence that truvel cxesutives like yourseives havo

lomandss  We have ne secret or uvpique fermia for success. The Singapor:

million visitors per year mark scme time in Dacember 1576, Tae Board is

shereforc prkparing a-grand welceme Tor the lucky scco 2 millionth visito -

t¢ arrive in Singapore and will trecat him ag its special important guest

uring his entire stay here.

ndoubtedly, the boom in the tourist frade in Singapore has rewari:dl
Ay

nhosc‘ofiouyﬂéniprraneurs<who nad the foresicht to invest in the infrre.

stracpuce of the tourist industry. The hotel cccupancy rate, an indicemc-

jof the profitability of the hotel business, rose from an average of T »ox

leens in 1970 to a high of €3 per cent in 197T. This year, it has been

hovering in the h¢éhmr c¢gh+1es, and aven Lched 92 per cent in August.

Viewed w,hzn o bdckprounf of buntlnual new :otel roem allitions (fhe

rumber of hotel! roems doubled from 5,249 an 1870 to 10,547 in 19 71\ thic

o

acnievemcnt wan really romaricabice In whe nexs few years when ever Wmore

Accorulng to the latest rfogvc+Jci of bourist orrivals done by o
gsapore. Touiisy Promotion Eoard, the numuer of touricis arriving by aire,
scn and land will grow at a conservative cnnual rate of L0 per ﬂent tc
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vonoh 2,0 miliion tourishs hy 19062 To noct this target. many more ho
negst

roces than cvrreatly available will be reguired, In thic ress y 2T is

cnpo~ihy vo anticipate demand, arc in the precess of construching now

hutﬁls/expahding crisving potels tu ndd 3430C xocms toe our copacity in i

- )

nest fowr yeors. Mo nwullo. Flouming and Weilding approvals have also beor

Jvan to’dcvelopers to ndd 4,200 hoted rooms to onr enpagity. Foritwictel .

L1EC, We ha vo recently heen able o consider and provide; if needed, even

nors- ideal sitoes for tovrist Tacilities in the Baffler Internnticnal Cent-c

ud bhe large arca of reclamation Leyond Lt %o the sene Concept plans hove

y tAve a reascnable roturn on exjrinl o our entreprencurs.

T } ave painted Tor yeu o reistively rosy picturce o sur touriss

n cur ability 1o sustain the intercet (f tourists and accommodatse their

!
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ovpaeriance m however, provide u ool case study of how cne can go ahouh
? 4 "

<

rromoting the industry in this part of the worlde

Cur tourism promoticn polic; is an extension of cur liberal cconcric
nhiicsophy that there should be as free and unimpeded as pessible an excione
*T gocds, services anl Sravelliers across internctional bounlariese This

sclicy helps us to mavdmise our only naturzl advantage, ramely, our straicgic

“ozation,

.

Situatel at the heart of Scutheast Asic, Singnpore is within shors

distances of all Asian capital citvies and aoyntries. It is also easily
seocssible to citizens »f Burcpe and America, being serviced by thirty
internaticnal airlines raking acheduled flights inte and out of Singaporcs
Indend, we arc one of the nost accessible countries in the world as we hnveo

ot our vi3a formalitics down to the pininume PFor citizens of many couniriocs
with whom we have diplomatic relations, they can have visa free enfry so Long

&6 they possess valid passportse

Consistent with cur philogsophy of frec tradey we have adopted an
cpén aky poligy wherchy we zilew 21l nirlines to {1y here provided soni
reeiprocity is 2iven to our national airlines In consonance with tiris
rolicy, we have developed and will centinue to develep cur airport infre—
gtructurcs A new airport is now bei-g bvrilt at Chanpgi to thne east of th
; 1sland ot o cost-of S81le5 Tillicne Phase X of the new airport will Te

ctod in carly 1961 ond Phass 1L in 1983,

Our free trade poiicy has alsc helped to premose Singapore as o
zhepperst paradise with a4 Auty free shopping image. Ve have no duties on
imcorts execept for o few revenue items such ac tetacco and liguore Thera
arc o180 noe excisc or snles taxes con censumer items. &5 o resuli, tourie
shovoers here are getting full velue for every dollar of purghascs As wo
orovide a wider range of goods in our slops for cur tourists, we hope tc
erofturage moré teourist traffic. This will in ture lead to more shops beins

npened providing o better and wider ronge of goods and scervicese

Tourists, having becr. attrectcd here by cur casy accessibility
i duty free shopping, will alsc, I belicve, find the people of Singaperc
wama ond courtecus, our city clean and green, and our traditions rich and

T . ~

varieds - Thig helief is based on the wrrket foedback that we havee MNans o
sur fourists do give high marks to +the warmth anl courtesy of Singaporcans

~n the greenmmess and cleanliness of cur islande Our ability to treat cor
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vigitors well may stem partly from cur heritage which exposed us early in
cup histery to the peoples of the world, and partly from our ethnic meke-

up, o nation of four races living together in harmony.

, Although we have made considerable progress in our tourism developw
ment, our share in the world market is relatively very small, amounting to
only 0068 per cont of the world total in 1576 World tourism davelopments
do therefore attract oonegiderable attention here. From press reports,
exciting developments are happening in the Nortl: American and European
tourist maﬁkéts where adir fares are being progressively lowered. We in
Singavore fully suprort lower air fares as there is evidence to show thet
in the American and Burcopean merkebs, cheaper air fares have generated
Ile ger consumer demand $o the benefit of the airline operators and the
acrospace industry as z wholse We do not, however, favour‘exclusive
' markefing arrangements whercuy national airlines iﬁ promoting tourist
traffio from one country to another bypass obther countries in the regione
Such restrictive protectionistic arrangements will check the growth of
tourism‘to the detriment of regional economic development and better intor-

national vnderstandinge

It now gives me great pleasure to declarc the XXXIXth World

Congress of ithe Association International Des Skal Clubs open,
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