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I am truly delighted to officiate at today's formal open—
ing of Garrett Corporaticn®s latest facility here in Juronge This
occaSioﬁ;to us reflects once again the continuing confidence of
ma jor multinational companies in Singapore as a viable base for
their'inﬁernational opcrations, It also reinforces our conviction
thaﬁ7Siﬁgapore can become an imporitant regional aircraft scrvicing

and parts manufacturing centre.

: The develdpment of an "aerospace" industry in any
geopravhical region, if I may use the term “acrospace” locsely,
often g@ss hand in hand with the activities of commercial and
:genoral aviationes The Far East and particularly Southcast Asia is
one‘bf‘the fastest growth areas in terms of commercial air traffice
In the last 10 years, commercial air traffic in Asia and the
Pacific grew at a compound annual rate of 17eFee Last year, the
nregion recorded a figure of 68 billion revenuc passenger milese
In the next 10 years, it is forecast that air traffic in the Far
EdSt will increase at a rate of 104 per anmim comparcd with a Fi
lgrowth in North America and T% in Burope. Moreover, 155 of the
world's total traffic will be within the Far East region. Other
,infercsting statistics indjicate that therc are at present no fewer
[than 500 commercial planes, close to 1,500 general aviation air—
,craft, and about 500 helicopters in operation in Southeast Asiac
|In general aviation alonc,; the Southeast Asia regional flcet is

_lexpected to increase to 5,000 in thc next decades

Singapore. being strategically situated in Southeast Asia

ancd wifhin the range of most general aviation aircraft is rapidly

hecoming the centre of gravity of commercicl and general aviation
movements in the region. To cater to the ever inereasing air

traffic, our facilities arc heing expanded and improved. By 1986,
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we estimate that our new Chansi International Airport will be able
to handie: the anticipated traffic volume of -one aiveraft arrival

and departure per mimtes

To companies that are involved in aircraft servicing and
ﬁarts mamfacturing, the phenomenal growth in aireraft populaticn
‘and~traffic in Southeast Asia represents tremendous business

- opportunities., Garrett Corporation is one of several far=sighted

- companies which have recognised this vast potential and, taken steps
to set up servicing fagilities in Bingapore. Obviously, ocur
klocatibnal advantage alone is nout sufficient for the successful
opérétion of a sophisticated nircraft servicing centre. There is
need‘also for qualified mechantcs, technicians and engineers who
*‘muSt poSséss not only the necessary skills but also a proper work
attitude that is characterisel by absolute decication to efficiency,
quality, reliability and safety, It is therefore gratifying that
‘SingaDOre has been chosen by Garrett Corporation and cthers for
their servicing operations in Southeast isiae At presont, we have
alreddy_gome facilities for servicing and maintenance of avionics,
refurbishing of hot sections of nircraft engines, hon=destructive
fytesting, oveﬁhaul and repair of licht alrcraft and aircraft enginese
Garrettls new facilities in Singapore will ald to our cxisting
:SeIVicihg capabilities by the intrcduction of specially designed
test cells inecorporating the latest pneumatic and hydraulic systems
and instrumentation for hish energy testing required for the
~jsérVicing of cngines and auxiliary power units installed in modern

jot aircraft.

Naturally, as a fully integrated aircraft servicing centre,
Sincapore has still a long way to go. Iacilities for the serviecing
of landing gear, hydraulic contrcls, avionics, engine controls and
accessories, which are necded, have yet to be developed. In this
connection, the Economic Development Board will work closely with
major aircraft component mamufacturcrs to actively encourage

companics involved in these fields to establish such operations hercs

A natural and logical cextension of aircraft scrvicing is
parts mamfacturing. I am really pleased to note that Garrett
Cornoration has:&ecided to accelcrate its plans for a component
manmufacturing opération in Singapere, starting with a highly
ktechnical gear cutting‘facility. Currently, there are already

several companies involved in the manmufacturing of precision parts
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for aircrafte liost of thesc plants have passed the requirements

for FAA and APM cértificationg These qualificaticns arc only sgiven
1o oneratlonﬂ thaﬁ cun comply with the sﬁrln”unt standards laid

down by appTOV1nb nubhor ies-in the United States.

The "wcrospace" rclated industry is one of our top priority
1ndustr1bs. The Government will therefore strongly support projects
in thls~f1e1d with gengrous tax and other fiscal incentives as well
as traihing asSiétance, as weqhavc done in the cese of Garrett
Slndapore Pte Itdes  Morcover, the Governmcnt will ensure a favour=
hle operatlng gnv1ronmbnt in Sinsapore so that the Republic can

develop 1nto a major centre for aircraft servicing, repair anﬂ parts

manufacturlng.

I woul like to extend cur warmest welcome to Garrett
Corvoration as they officially join the family of Singsapore
industries. Anl T now tzke great pleasurce in declaring this
faoilityfopen.

-

o, 4
f=7r~7r"7r-—flr—*w-n "‘rr"rr




