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The results of the Census of Population conduoted in June
1980 are scheduled for periodic publication by different topics as
and when such data become available. A total of nine periodic
rcleases are planpeds The first four rcleases,on general statistics
of the population, demographic characteristics, literacy and education,
and economic characteristics of:the ropulation were published as
Release Noe 1 to Nos 4 betwecen February and May 1981, This Reolease
No. 5 publishes data on geographic distribution of population, houses
and houscholds by census division and census arca. Census areas are
combinations of contiguous census divisions delineated according to

their relative distance and position from the city centre,

In 1980, about 900,000 persons or 37 per cent of the popula-
tion were accommodated. in the three census areas in the City Periphery.
Census arecas in the Suburb supported some 720,000 persons or 30 per
cent while the Ou{lying Area accounted for 644,000 or 27 per cent,

The remaining 150,000 persons or 6 per cent resided in the Central
City Area. ‘

Between 1970 and 1980, substantial numbers moved away from
- the congested Central City Area and Suburb = Bast to the Outlying Area

and the other two census areas in the Suburb, T& was the rcsult of )
normal population growth and the rapid physical and economic deveclopment,
urban redevelopment and resettlement, The population redistribution
was enhanced by the building of large public housing estates further
away from the city centre in the nincteen—seventies.instead of confining
them mostly in the City Periphcry as in the sixties. Census arcas
registering substantial gain in population are Outlying Arca — Fast,
where large HDB estates of Chai Chee and Bedok New Town are located,
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Subur'b - West where Ciemeati and Ayer Rajah estates in Bukit Timah
Division stand and’ Subur'b « North which containg /ng lMo Kio New Towm =
the largest HDB estatee

Singapore witnessed a rise in ‘Population density over the
decade from 3,538 to 3,907 bersons per sq kme, However, the rodistribue
tion of population helped eaée the conggstion in the Central City Area
where the density d;?opped-from about 30,000 to 17,700 persons per sq
kms The most congested census areas in 1580 were City Pepiphery =
Northeast and City Periphery e ﬂest with densitigs of 23,400 and
22,700 perscns per sq km respectivelye Genera,lly,- areas with the
largest proportion of HIB flats had the highest densities, Due to
relatively large land area and the presence of lowrise houses, popu~
lation densities were much lower in the Suburb and the Oitlying Arca
with 5,690 and 1,474 persons pérsq kam respecti\}ely;

More thon two=thirds of the Singaporets population were |
accommodated in public flats in 1980,. Residents in public flats,
mainly HDB flats, comprised 87.4 per cent of the population in the City
Perirhery where about ha,lyf of the tctal number of public flats are
Z!.ocated. Hoderately high proportion of 58,3 per cent of the population
in the Suburb and 53.7 pér cent of those in the Outlying frea also
resided in public flats reflecting the gradual spreading of public
housing throughout the island,

Residents of bungalows and terrace houses a,cobwm‘ted for 9.2
;Ser cent and those of private flats 2,7 per cent of the populationa
‘éun@:alows and terrace houses were mos‘bly in the Suburb where,they
provided acccmmodzticon for about one=fifth of the populationg ranging
Foon 1709 per cent in Suburb - West to 25.4’ pexr cent in Suburb - Easte
Qity Periphery = North is thec census arca with tho highest concentra~
tion of private flat residents who ocomprised 9.1 per cent of the total
Il'aopulc,tion in this census area., It has over 40 per cent of all pri\}a,te
flatsy, mostly situated in Cairnhill and River Valley Divisionse Other
census arcas with substantial number of private flat residents were
Suburb = Fast mainly in Katong and Suburb = West mainly in Pasir
Panjong and Tangline '

The rapid urban redevelopment in the seventies had drastically
reduced the number of residents of shophousese They accounted for
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only 3,9 per cent of the total popuiation in 1980 and wewxe mainly
ccncentrated in the Central City Area. fLbout onewthird.cf the
population in the Central Ciby Area lived in shophousas,

ith the expansion of the housing rrograume in the sevene
ties, many attap and zincwrocfed houses were: replaced by HIE flats
and other better types of housing, Only 15.1 per cent of the
population resided in attap and zino-roofed houses in 1980 compared
with 38,5 i:er cent in 1970, .Most of such residents were in the
Cutlying frca and the Suburbe Census arcas with relatively high
preportion of ,attap and zinc-roofed house residents were all in the
Cutlying Areay ranging from 26,5 per cent in OCutlying Arca - East to
4947 per zent in CQutlying Area = North, Jith improved,public public
and private housing and continued ccononmic developmentf attap and

mino=proofed house rosidents will furthoer decline in numboer,

‘

Of the four categoriss of census arcas, the émztral.City
Lreca stood out as distinctly different from the cther orcas. It was
the area wherse the carly mizrants settled, lIMany of them were males
whac came to Singavore without their families, IU was characiepised
vy a relatively older porulation, less balanced sex ratio of 1,158
nales per thousend femalesy higher proportion of population born
cutside Sinsapore, higher proporticn of onewperson houscholds and

small average household size,

The various ccensus areas displayed differcnt distributions
cf private households by type cven though one=family nuclcus house-
holds predominated in oach of the arcase Such differcnces stemmed
from the special historical character of the Central City Area, the
differcential economic and housing develomment and the resulting shift
cf ropulation away from the ci‘by; The Central City irea had a dise
propertionately larger concentration of one-person and other no~family
micleus houscholdas Most of the onewporson households lived in shop-

houses in Kreta Ayer and Telok Ayer Consus Divisions,

The proportion of onc=person households was below 10 por ceat
in census areas oubside Central City Area. All 'excopt Cutlying Area =
Wegt had less than 4 por cent of ctiher households without any family
nuclcus, The rather high proportion of T.1 per cent of no=family
nucleus hougscholds in Qutlying Area - ‘lest refleoted tie largse number
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of non=resident workers employed by factories in Jurong Industrial
Betate who shared acccrmodation and food arrangenent with other

fellow work ers} .

Suburb ~ Bast, Outlying Area -~ Bast and Outlying Area =
Forth had proportionately more multi=-family nucleus housecholds
reflecocting their relatively more traditional population with the
vendenoy to preserve the cxbended family system,

More dotailed analyses on the geographic disjribution of
persons and households as well ag statistical tables; charts and
mans arc presented in Release Noe 5. Copies of this release as well
as thooe published, earlier can be purchnsed at,the Singapore Naticnal
Frinters (Pte) Ltd, Publication Szles Division; Grownd Floor, Fuller—
ten Building, Singapore 0104, The price for Relcase Nos 1, 2 and 3
is S34,00 per copy and that for Release Noe 4 and 5 is S38.,00 per
CODPYe
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