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The'fdliowiﬁg joint statement was issued by .  AcC. ffj i@

Ministry of Defexce and Singapore Airlines today: ’78 o OSD

| The Republid'of'Singapore Air Force and Singapore Airlines
have recently launched a RSAF/SIA ‘Reserve Pilot ‘Scheme under which
selected qualliled RSAF pilots are to be released at regular
1ntervals to take up pilot appoiniment with SIA. The number of
pllots to be released each year will depend on the operational
reduiremeﬁfe of the RSAF and the pilot .vacancies in SIA, .The
Scheme is the result of extensive studies tndertaken by RSAF, :SIA
eﬁd the Depar%menf of Civil Aviation of similar schemes in. other

countries.

- The Scheme will have the dual benefit of reducing the
operational costs of RSAF while, at the same time, helping te'meet
fhe piiet'requirements of SIA. The released pilots would be
-fecalled every year by ESAF to fly a minimun of 80 hours in ;
mllltary alrcraft in order to maintain their currency as.military
pllots. With this pool of reserve military pilots, RSAF wéuld not
to malntaln a large group of full-time pllots. The Scheme will

'cover both flghter pllots as well as nonwflgnter pllots.

Before flying commercial ai rcraft, these: iailots.wiu under—
go an exhaﬁstive conversion training programme with SIA. The
training programme is basically the same as that which other SIA
pllots w111 have t0° go through, During the tralnlng perlod the
released pllots w111 receive:a total: of ¢ $2 200 per month from SIA
and RSAF, :

The first five RSAF pilots were released to SIA in early

October.
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